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Foreword k !

To write about the Cleaners from Venus,is to write about

10 years of my life, It started off as two overgrown schoolboys
making crude tapes in a living-room with borrowed, homemade
ingstruments and sometimes domestic objectse.

Lawrence"Lol" Elliott and myseif were and still are very firm
friends. We were both Cleaners in a restaurant,we were both
musicians and writers. I wrote poems, Lol wrote some plays.
We bothi became gardeners., We were as close as brothers

and even today there exists a sort of telepathy between us,
This was the essence of the Cleaners., Even when things got
slightly lost,later on in our career,the original spark

and ideas we had were still there in some small quantity.

No-one ever left or got thrown out of the Cleaners, The Cleaners
from Venus was an idea, The idea was that you said"Let's do

a song. Let's write it now, Let's have some fun-it mustn't

get serious." Whoever happened to be around was a Cleaner

from Venus for that song or that tape, If they didn't play on
the following tape,it didn't mean they weren't in the Cleaners.
I took this to itls own extreme in spring of 1988 when The
Cleaners from Venus toured Germany and I didn't go. The

record company didn't see the idea so clearly. '

A big part of the Cleaners was our liasteners., We didn't have fans
we had listeners. They wrote lots 'of letters and sometimes even
got to Wivenhoe and had a drink in the pub with me, During the
Talklands Warya radio operator on a ship was listening to

a Cleaners from Venus tape in between combat periods, We had
been the soundtrack for his war, I still have the letter from
him,

A lot of the time,life was quite idyllic, I washéd-up in

a restaurant part-time,looked after a big house and lots

of animals and made tapes. Sometimes there was poverty..not

by third world standards,but nevertheless there were bad times
when I simply didn't have the money or place to make music.
Other times,towards the end, a mixture of exhaustion, illness
and misunderstandings with the music biz made me angry and
bitter.At times I was just a gardener and it was the only
thing I could bear to doe

There wasn't anpther group like The Cleaners from Venus. We

had our own world., Giles Smith gave The Cleaners a new lease



of life from late 1985 through to 1988, Ile is now a respected
Journalist who writes about the arts. Nelson(Petexr Nice)

played bass on our last two l.p.s and was one half of

The Brotherhood of Lizznzdds with me. We toured Emgland

by bicycle in 1989 and early 1990 and had an unforgettable time.
ﬁgﬂﬁow plays bass in New Model Army and you might say I
Wbdiquite proud of him,

My behaviour has not always been perfect in this story, I've
been indecisive, erratic and often torn between a sort of
punk-hippy idealism and my own 0. occasional ego-mania,
The fact that ['m still such good friends with Lol,Giles and
Nelson, attests more to their patience and bellef in me

than it does to me as a good bloke. L think I may have

been quite difficult at times.

There may or may not be other Cleaners tapes in the future,

I can never get rid of music,but at the moment I am becoming
slightly better known as a rock poet., I have a regular poem

in The 1ndependent each monthz,and 1 have a smali hook out,

I'm happy with words at the moment and I'm giving music a rest.
Sometimes L listen to the old cassettes and L feel vaguely
guilty that L should be doing something, For thetime being
however, everything I wanted to say,musically was done with
The Cleaners from Venus.

I hope this book, which Joachim has so lovingly put together
will give you.a clear picture of what The Cleaners from Venus
was and how life was during that very rainy decade,the 1980s.,

In retrospect, I think ‘‘he Cleaners general optimism and
wistfulness was a direct reaction to the times we lived through.
It was a much more fraught and dangerous time then,than it

is now. Who would have predicted two years ago that Thatcher
would be gone and the lJerlin wall would come down? Miracles

can happen but you have to believe they will, Maybe there

will be another Cleaners tape, Thanks for listening.

Martin Newell



Disc/Tape- ography

TAPES

THE STRAY TROLLEYS - BARRICADES AND ANGELS
POW 003 © Recorded 1979/80 Released 1982

THE SECRET DREAMS OF A KITCHEN PORTER.
NOW 004 - Recorded 1980 Released 1982

BLOW AWAY YOUR TROUBLES
Wow 002, - Released Juwne 1981

ON ANY NORMAL MONDAY
ROW 001 - Released April 1982

MIDNIGHT CLEANERS
MAD 005 - Released Decewber 1982

IN THE GOLDEN AUTUMN .
FRAV 006 * Released August 1982

TWOQ FOR THE WINTER / Cassingle
007 - Released Decewber 1983

UNDER WARTIME CONDITIONS ;
TAO 00% - Released May 1984

SONGS FOR A FALLOW LAND
009 - Released May 1985

LIVING WITH VICTORIA GREY
010 + Released April 1986

MIND HOW YOU GO

oll - Released March 1987 + Germany only/Jarmusic

APRIL FOOL

QlL - Released 1987 - Germany owly /Yarwmusic

BROTHERHOOD OF LIZARDS
BRUV | - Released Novewmber 1988

NUMBER THIRTEEN
013 - Reledsed Jume 1930



RECORDS

UNDER WARTIME CONDPITIONS 7 LP
Modell Records (EFA 1671) + Released Septewmber 1985

GOING TO ENGLAND / LP
Ammunition Commumication Rec. CCLEAN LP 1)
Released May 1987 * in Germany releasec on RCA

ILLYA KURYAKIN LOOKED AT ME / 3
PAy BLACK & WHITE Lk BLUE ALL OVER
Awimi. Comm. ReC. (JANGLEA) - Released 1987

ILLYA KURYAKIN LOOKED AT M /12"
Yw BLACR ¥ WHITE / ALBIONS DAUGHTER / ILLYA KURYAKIN (FULL VERSION)
Awwm. Comw. Rec. (JANGLEAT) + Released 1287

LIVING WITH VICTORIA GReY /3"
biv SUNDAY AFTERNOON
Amm. Comwm. Rec. (DANGLE 1) - Released 1987

LIVING WlTH VICTORIA GREY /11t
M SUNDAY AFTERNOON / SHE'S CHECKING YOU OUT
Amwn Comm. Rec. (JANGLE 2T) + Released 1987

MERCURY GIRL /™
M GAMMA RAY BLUE
Amm Comm. Rec. (JANGLE 3) « Released 1988

MERCURY GIRL /12"
biw GAMMA RAY BLUE /THE 1CEBERG & UNICORN
Awm. Commr. Rec. (QQANGLE 3T) + Released 1988

TOWN AND COUNTRY /Lp
RCA (PLFIE51) - Released May 1988 / Gerwnany ouly

lET'S GET MARRICD /e

Y GAMWA RAY BLUE * RCA (PBUISSE) - Relcased May 1388/Gerwrany only

PROTHERHOOD OF LIZARDS - LIZARDLAND /LP
Deltic Records (DELT L.P. B) « Released October 1929

CAPTAIN SENSIBLE / BROTHERHOOD OF LIZARDS /7"t 12"
SMASH |T UP (CAPT SENSIBLE) / MARKET DAY (BROTHERHOOD OF umm)
12* had CARMOSINE 2s 3w extra track (by BROTHERHOOD...)
Deltic Records (DELT5B) - Reledsec May 1390



: Barricades and angels (1979/30)

secret-dreams of a kitchen porter

don't wanna dance now
for the bolshoi ballet
I never did anywa
just liked the girls
] don't wahna have a sa
in kulture with a small k.
) never did anywa
it's a different world

the secret dreams of 3 kitchen porter '
the secret dreams of 3 boy

| know | never can afford

to live like a slum-lord

it's back o the draining board
for a kitchen boy'
sink-shock /dish-pan

gonna Wear away my hands
but the power of a kiss can
take me away

the secret dreams of 3 kitchen porter
the secret dreams of 3 boy




Bldw away your froubles (198))

marilyn on afrain

hen qou see her on a station
ightening up your deadly afternoon
la’:er on you'll { Emk about her
in the qu.dness o{ your lonely room
do you | hear her in 2 backstreet
calling out in echoes just to you
do you see her in a taxi
paivting fown another shade of blue
does she wiake you choose your clothes
Haat ever time you see her walking by
you'd d nsap car into some sunset
when you +ﬁmk You wiaybe caught her eye
then agam SInCS sameones daugh’rcr
(1*ou wiay hever know her ﬁnva’ce mind
ill you want to hold and keep her
live wdh her walil the day t1ou die

(chorust) she's like manlqh
manlqu on 3 train
she's like warilyn
marilyn on 3 train

) -':. o. .:': :./",T . ‘:-...'::: .



a blue wave

he's culting something nearly every da

the landed gentry back her alll1 the way i

and something''s happened in the u.s. of a.
the phones are ringing there'll be hell to'pay

Sot no time fo dream

it's 3 blue wave

it's 3 blue wave

and it's .. . here comes mr. clean

it's a blue wave °

washing washing washing all over you

1his is the moment when the dancing stops
but does it really have to be this way
they're lining up along the €astemn bloc
and rone of us have really got a say

well have you ever wet 3 russian kid

| can't remember if | have or not

and would you have o kill him if you did
cos that could be the only chance you got
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On any normal monday (192)

be an idiot pop star
€4 gringo ~ vour sister is in wy oven

welcome o the very fabulous world of hipness and lies

you can spend all your mohey and never actuall OpEn Up Uour EYES
mmmam - | speak of the synihesiser fable cloth opera singing mentality
53y hello fo money and goodbye 1o reality

be an idiot pop slar
be an idiot pop star, be an idiot pop star
3 populer boy

you down't hiave fo write 3 song

or ever learn fo play guitar

35 long as you fake the time 1o learn your cocktails off by heart
collect another fhousand pounds for switching on Your drum wachine
or turnn shopping list into 3 concept album schewe

be an idiot pop star, be an idiot pop star
be an idiot f»? star e
3 popular boy
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Ewe

Hme in vain

ou're Soing out with my best friend )
| knowg;h;?friendship'sqgoirgffo end
] should not come round and see
but | come round ahywa '
if You left before |
it could never be the same
if 1 never got 1o hold you
all that Hime would be i wain

time in Vain .. . .. time in vain wretched street
he doesn't treat you like he should his is a wrekched street .
Id wake it beHer if | could e s it shaguite o
1 * on

| can't wait 3 second longer so s shay uﬁ.‘; d their doors
if you sta auo*he_r da this Is 3 wrelched strect
I will come round in the worning people walking drag their fect ;
$3Y you won't furn we away in the cold or in the heat '
we'll go walking out together they shay ,b""*"‘! Hheir doors
and we'll never have fo waste angSaets s oaliing:  Jeave for

. . his is a wrelched street
time v vain . . . . time iv vain thess are wrelched times

the sun unfolds but it doesn't shine

nothing €lse 1o do all day but drink or fight

the commies on the corner put the world to rights
2nd the anarchists are crazy

but | think | might just join them

{his is a wredched street

+from 3 window hear them scream
less room for you fo dream

with 3 giro overlord

this is a wrefched shreet

alt he kids look really mean

must be hell being sevenicen
must drive you out your Sourd
seventeen and bored

this is a wrelched street

these are wrelched times

he sun unfold bul it never shines

nothing else fo do all day but drink or fight

the commies on the corner put the world o rights
and the anarchists are crazy but | think | might
just join them



midnight cleaners

till grey wiornin
wedvg;es‘:’aq €
halflight - november
vo birdsong
trees drippin
a distawt roar of traffic
from aviother busier street
and we are the widnight cleaners
coming back from the vight shift
been cleaning offices
high up iw the city 3l night
these earlq worhing people
on buses
looking" at us like we're some kind of aliens
| don't trust them
om the way back
along down the, high street
past the felevision shop
these commercials for all $hese idiot families
the tv familq-lpoini' U fovely children
riving ... .. .. idiots
all cleaning their teeth together
or going to the building society
o take their woney out
or live on one of those howes
barratt homes . . . brosely howes . . . | duvmo
all the houses look the same
these people down't actually exist
vobody ever dies or gels cancer
ot in the adverls
it's just a big lie
| get reallq paranoid sometimes
walking on further down the street
post the cinewns fhat they tumed ivto 3 bingo hall
ke . . . if you imagine it was 200 years ago
and people were soaked in gin
instead of wedia lies . . . like they are vow
| wican would that wake it any better
1 duvvio but it's like in orwell’s 198y
you have this fecling constantly of being . . . - .
cheated




Monday 6.2,83

Dear Diary what a fab time I'm having, VWell..Lol arrived about Seturday
evening,we had a mezl and drank a fair amount of blackberry wine as

well as listening to each others new tapes. Later we retired to Annzabels

room 91it 2 fire and read each other stories by Szki . on Sunday

I must say I felt 2 bét rough having not hit the sack till three a.m. )
After znother megabreakfast,Richard came round and we got down to the seriour
business of having our photos taken, - '
There was 2 bitterly cold wind blowing 2nd iick Wea ver accompanied us

as we got snapped in o number of locations ranging fronm our garden up to

the éhiryard.ﬁich:rd tosk z2bout 20 frames so one of them should be good

(I hopel). .

After the pics e went next door to set np the gear,Re rehearsed without

any problems an? set up for recording, It was just ezmezing how smoothly
everything went.ﬁonitorigﬁ was good, Necorded sovnd vas good and we

sterted la2ying trecks down very guickly., By about 5,30 we'd got seven
backing trscks down on tepe,Listening back to them today they sound just &

as good and I recken a2t ‘east four of them will be useable,Lol was a biy
inhibited by the prescnce of a few members of Toby's baznd and in the

end I had td a2~k them to leave us for a while,Apart from that the only hitcl
was this stupid bloody woman from across the way and down,who came znd
complained z2bout the noise,

The idea of recording was for Lol %o take copies of ti.e backing trax back
to Bath and for me to do my versions of them.,....THEN when we've both
constructed different versions of the songs....relezse a cassette

with the results of his experiments on one side 2nd mine on the other
like...."The two sides of the Cleaners from Venus or something...aw I

dunno,..you know what I mean,

Last night,having put the gear awey we had something to eat then went round
to visit Keith and Kate who I haven't seen for ages,After that we went

to the pudb and on returning home found that Barry, Annabels ex-husband

had arrived and was having a cuppa.



I made 2nother cup and we sat down and chatted while I strung my guitar
and generally prepared myself for the studio,

Todey has been fine, We got to the studio on time and laid the backing
travks (bass and drums)down with such lack of problems it fair made

my heart leap for joy. Things have gone so smoothly the last few days

I really do find it difficult to believe....I'm just so happyl!

I had a few minor probiems duplicating the guitar sound on Only A Shadow

but we managed to get the whole track down except for backing vocals,

Tony was talking to me glong the lines of"C'mon Martin we should be able
to. get you a really big deal with Island or Virgin etc.etc.?..." but

I ve heard 2l1ll of this before,That's not to say that I think Tony's

the same kind of bullshiiter as are rife in the music biz bdbut I just
can't tzke that king of thing seriously. In spite of this if someone
could pull me off a2 deal with a largish company who were IDEAL" )GICALLY
SOUND endeeesssewho I could get personal treatment with,I might
consider maybe signigg with them,but at the momﬁnt..........

Anyway we'll see how this single goes...if it goes. At the present stage
of the recording Tonys alreadf talking about the Lennon song I wrote
(Johnny the Moondog's Dead) being the A-side instead of Only A Shadow,

He said it's got to at least be a double A-side,

Wwe shall see we shall see we shall see,

Jaywick, by the way,where the studio is located(in a street of Ait Deco
type houses)is'the most surreal place to step out of a studio into.

I% The main Broadway looks like a set from the Prisoner T,V, series,
There was one bafe hpen and it was appallimg.Double egg and Chips at
£1,30 and God and Chips and £1.20) Bat we wuz starvin',

It would be quite possible to eat in that cafe and not come across
‘any sort of fresh vegeddble,The whole place is a kind of Nutritional

no -go area as was proved by some big white tub cf lard that left

the restaurant just as we welked in,The only other occupanis were
a young couple who looked like they could be on the run,

oh well.el m off up the pub. Night.....
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>3 In the Solden autumn (1983)

please don't step on my rainbow

lease dovit step on wy rainbow
it's only s+at1iwg for 2 while
avd it won't be foo long
until the day is on the run
and night-time will shuller it's swile

aw please dow't coqg;n ivvam[ doorrraq
8o if you're going - stay if you're stayin
and i? qou‘die 580 kivxdl1 L e
to lend me wioney for some wing

then you wont have fo catch your traiv

lease dow't step om wmy rainbow
55 owvl .shqimgpfor amblhour
and if ;Le price of gin
can wizke Your wovey look too thin
it's only cos this goverament's in power

please dow't falk on my phione now
it seems silly but if's true

that if you wear a heart

which is political or art

then dhey wight like o question you

pleasc dow't step on my rainbow

it hardly ever comes around

and | wey have 3 writ

because | didnit sign for it

You know how people talk in 2 swall fown

(repeat first verse)



sandstorm in paradise

here's 3 sandstorm in paradise
clouding Wy wa
it's wot omly today - it's fomorrow
there's 3 standstorm in paradise
covers the light
it's not only ot night - it's the daylime

do you believe in circular time

or are you inclived to the spiral ?

you can fravel forever inside fhe rings

but the pendulum swings.. . . . it can tell you

there's 3 sandslorm in paradfse

it's not oul +odau(. .. I{'s toworrow
there's a sahdf-&orm in paradise *
covers the light. .. il's not ouly at night
it's fhe c{ac.(“me 1 gh

sandsiorm in paradise

burns wie away till . . . .

till such 3 daul that | go there
Yyou think uou're real

but you're in 3 dreaw

and ;Lis isw't the world

this is nowhere . . ... . .

golden age saturday

read the papers yesterday . . . they soy the golden age
ain't far away- like saturda
avd if | furn a pageortwo. .. . . they'll tell we
all hose boys and girls will have sowe work to do
in 3 golden 'age , in 3 golden age
iv 3 golden age saturda
I switched the v on at noow . . . the russians stay in tuve
by 3lways crashing on the wmoon . . . . and if | wait 2 little while
the president will soothe e with 3 reassuring swile
iv 3 goldew age, in 3 golden age. . .
in 3 Golden age sa’rurdaq



Two for the winter (1983)

when fire burns dreams

hy dovit we learn from america?
we caw be burned by america
do what we're told by awerica

I can be blamed for +

we can catch cold from america thi's! tupe &t
white lies he road in dhe pale woonl; bt 23 West st. Wivenhoe
when | come howe on 3 winters night Essex COT9DE
SO(‘} is the llSh'l’ Of au english Skbl vhere I am currently
'I'UWN 'a'l(. WoOOd as the \'8055 bb[ president. .., .
such fhoughts as Haese X

ave {rames | frecze

when {ire bums dreams

avd wiewories will {ill wy needs
whew fire burns dreawis

dow't warvia burm dowt wanma burn

earth lying still as e svow 3t down

haunted by sous and by daughters she's born
breezes which davice with the uncut corn
whisper "revolt! fo suburban lawns

but dreaming spires turn fuverel pyres

when fire burvs dreaws

and flame will kill 3 daffodil

when fire burns dreams

§ra er cwat grab yer hat
ow't forget fo feed Hhe cat

o to work on av ewpty head

i, . .see I'ma tired - let's 80+o bed

the american way

like big wien (vh uh) doing important Jobs qcsh
big wian (whaddya want?)

doing important jobs

big wiew (can | pit this here?)
domg importawt jobs (it's 2 cruise wissile)
b.‘g Wen ...



-+ high was the song of the wind in wy €ars
ancient and Soothing down all the years
| listened havd and it seemed 1o be
sivging and siwgi;? these words 1o wie
"deep are the wounds of this century
fighting against what it's meant fo be
and fools indeed will fake vio heed
till fire burns dreawms
and who will chavt Hhe funeral chavt
when fire burvs dreams

vo | don't wishto be alarmist but . . .

at 3wy ove point in tiwme

eighf wiillions vraked awmericans are sittin
in their jacuzzis dreawing of l'éuvwcquvx%

3 pre-cmplive viuclear strike ow your home
| wiean is thot vot enough for yer charlie?

are you k{dd.’mg buvzl«,‘

hoviey | don't wanma burm
honey | don't wanna burw

it's 2 §ood iob | dow't have an a-bowb
it would {aﬂ) -Haro(iéh 3 hole in the cockpit

avid Id lose it in the chiva sea

or Hhe widdle east . . .




summer 1ha small fown

t's an unimpeachable summer dream
1o fall in love with 2n ice wiachive
ivi the corner of the pub across the street
aind working spends - if working does
but nowadaus it's thew or us
which wieans Vit someone has o take he heat
hey heuj he
who writes Rae soundirack ?
lend us 3 pound coin
who writes the play?
it's 2 loudwouthed sumwmier sun
who fells uou good is ow the run
and the g:\dew age is viot the present one

3233h shsh ... .. .. 233h 3h 3h 3h 23223h

i the summer i3 swall town where you sty
you're 3 bluebird in 3 broken down cafe . . . . . for aday

those crazy kids what will they do

+b\f 're ot 3 bjri,r like we and oul -

with their cryplo puv!' < chobill

they took ﬁf safred rc;[ckpsaid roll 4

they stripped it down and they left 3 hole

then they filled it up with auger from he strect
hey Lqe..lLLa’ hey hey wiucteut beat freaks

woh wolh woh wohi . . .. . o for awa

3 day in the couvttry is not ou the menu

for auyome you wet today

ash 2h ah 3h . . . 233k 3h 3k 3k 3h e3%333h

in the summer v 3 small fown where You sk

you're 3 bluebird ivi 2 broken down cafe . . . .". fora da%



drowning’ butterflies

f ) use this silver pound
to buy 2 drink and fool around
1 am only drowning buterflies
1s3id 1'd see you at he fadorul gate
| was there but you were late
you s3id sorry - but it wasn't in your eyes
1 got four figures rcdundancq pay
and just two weeks fo our wedding Aaq
Iwon't blame you - whatever you want to do

when they knock the terraced houses down ’ L
there will be no bulterflies Yo drown

things are changing all around - )
all my friends have gone fo ground e
and I'm frying at least to hang onto you 24

you know... this used to be @ boom fown -4
how they're closing all the factories down :
it's no wonder we're all drowning butterflies o

when they knock the terraced houses down s
there will be no butterflies to drown

|uke-warm lovesong

would not be with you unless | wanted o be
I would wot be with you umless | did
pride is 3 dangerous thing
| know how it can sting
and | would vot be with you unless | wanted to be
1 would wot call you up anless | wanted 4o do
I would viot call you up unless | wanted fo
1 will give you 2 bell
] know your viumber so well Gwice)
I would viot $hink about you if | didu't like you
| wouldw't think of you umless | did
I'w jus4 hanging arouvd
I'wa only sounding you out
and | would viot be with you uvless | wanded fo be
| will give You 3 bell
| kviow your number so well




Thursday 26th January 1967 cor wish it was,but it's not.,.it's 1984 aaargghh!

Well a pretty crummy day at work today in my secret iden@ity aw Suds A-go
-Go...The Prince of the Sinks, If things get any worse I'm just going to
have to get a job, Damiens mousette Vivien is still at large under the
floorboards of his bedroom. It has now eaten all the food that was lying

in crumbs on the cupboard floor so I'm hoping it's going to go for the sturf’
in the trap next, Oh it's not a killer trap,it's one of those humane traps
made out of perspex ,The idea is the mouse walks in for the food you put in
there and the irap closes after it encapsulating it in this long perspex
case, I understand that the more modern traps now have full stereo/video
wash and brush up facilities and mini shopping facilitiez so that the mouse
has something to do until you let it out in the morning,

Speaking of znimals Piper FPaws, our youngest and dumbest cat is spresying
the vhole house and sail loft with Essence de Tom. It looks like his
knackers are going to have to come off. x
I'm not happy about this...on the other hznd it does seem to work, I

mean what do you do? Have seven adults and two children live in
something that smells like a piss factory so that 14 pounds of rampant
feline stupidity can live 2u naturelle???

At the moment nobcdy has the spare ten or twelve guid necessary to get

the foul deed done but it's gotta be soon,

I am definitely not very inspired at the m:ment, The book doesn't look

like it's any nezrer getting published...,and at the moment if they asked

me to modify it in any way,I'd be inclined to tell them to fuck off,

Maybe I ought to keep my mouth shut at least until they finish talking
because let's face it.....7'm broke,

well I've still got this reccord to do znd I should be looking forward to
that because the recording session is less than %two weeks off, Quite

apart from this, my very good buddy Lol is coming up to play drums on it
It's just that I don't want to build up the excitement too much in case

it's an anti-climax, Like Gide seid," Nathzniel, never prepare your joys."



Songs for afallow land (1985)

Songs Jfor_.._ ! sfars are cold
,/4 i&[[oubznf ‘

ale. . . the winter sun
on hard g'round
where we run

Skt1

is charcoal 8rey

in flat fields

where we lay

| catch wmy breath

time stands still

on the edge of 3 blue day

wheh you are gone

shrs are cold

shrs are cold

dark

{he shadows {all

julie Prof.umo trees are blue

'm going to england

I'm leaving today

I'm groing” electrically

there's no time fo stay

cos this ain't the sixties
and there's nothing to lose

trees are Rl

then dhe day is old

dreams are still

turned to stone

| calch my breath

time stands still

on the edge of 3 blue day

when you are 3
stars ;e cold s
stars are cold

and julic profumo is singing the blues

some day soon | will forgret this junkyard
take you with me if you're going that way
it's 3 changing world and | can fell you one thing
time is wasting.

shadbws waiting.

love will slip away

o mother of islands

| am your son

and though | remember sunshine
the damagre is done

the images haunt me always

like 3 cry from the street

and julie profumo is dead on her feet.

some day soon | will forget this junkyard

take you with me if you're going that way

it's 3 changing world and ] can tell you one thing

time is wasting

shadows waiting '
love will slip away .
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gamma ray blue

hen I'm lone and I'm waiting for qou
| sit in wy room and the tv is on.
but the lights are tuned off
W the sound is turned down

and | Hrivk about you in ethereal blue.

it's 2 summery night aud the town i 2 light
with the roar o? -ihesij‘cars g
when {»henl close all +he bars.

then the felephove rings

and you're there in wy head

and I'm feeling so tired but | cau't go to bed.

aud I'm 5o iun love

with gamwa ray blue

gawma 13y blue aud the gawmwn roy fube
P'w1 50 iu love with gamwa T2y blue
gamum ray blue aud you.

| goze >t Hhe clock aud it's quarter to two

| was drivkiug sowte wive, but | left sowe for
uere's 3 saxophone pbqiwg

it the bedsit upstairs

but V\obocl&-[ comphins because mobochl Cares.

thev 2 flickering stacts aud | furn fo the screen
there's 3 fight going om, but il's only 3 dream
s0 | tum over quick

‘cos |'wr ot really sure

then r key's i fhe lock

and Youire there at the door

aud I'm so iv love
with gawumn ray blue
wiwia 13y blue aud the gamwn ray fube
‘w1 so i love
with gawwa ray blue

" gewwn ray blue aud you.
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victoria grey

Er lovely face was everywhere
semeone prefending 1o care
the imagre of vicloria grey
I heard some hung'ry children cry

rumbling wheels passed them by
the carriage of vicloria grey

save it up, it's for a rainy day
save itup, | heard victoria say

She leoked so good sometimes it was cwnvincing

Some ssilor's sovth allantic fray
Seemed like a long way awa

they were fighting for victoria grey

and blue eyed sons of miners cried
when 3 community died

they were working for victoria grey

sdve it up, don't ever give it away
Save it up, | heard vicloria say

she looked s0 good somelimes it was convincing

now if I'm ever f{ree again

| covld not forget the pain

of living with vicloria grey

and when | feel the cold night air

| know that she doesn't care

and I'm finished with vicloria grey

save it up, it's for 3 rainy day
save it up, | heard vicloria say

she looked 50 good sometimes it was convincing.




mercury girl

he's staying' around or else she's going away
it could gevgrevcr or it might be ’rodans
or wiaybe forever | call her 3 wiercury girl

she's building we up and then she's knocking wie dowin
like 2 factory chimney in 3 vorthern town
and | am demolished I call her 2 wiercury girl

she vever sees wie Hill the sun Goes down
lives v 3 secret world

says her career is in another town

life with 3 wercury girl

one clay once when | got some time
| fried 1o hold her but she wouldn't be wive
she slipped through wy fingers and | wissed the wercury girl

she came back to me with her wiockin €s

she told wme she loved we but it coukf have beew lies
and life con be up and down

life with 3 wercury girl

life can be up and down

life with 3 wercury girl

she never sees we till the sun goes down
lives v 2 secret world

says her career is in avother fown

life with a wiercury girl

she's stayiug around or else she's going away

it could ke forever or i wight bea day

or wiaybe forever | call her 3 wercury girl

she's building we up avid Hhen she's kvocking we down
like 3 factory chimmey in 2 vorthern town

and | am dewwolished | call her 3 wmercury girl

avid | 3w dewolished | call her 2 wercury girl



follow the ploug'h

ome with me wartin down 1o the corner
've got fo buy some bread for the boarder
if he were not here, we'd be much poorer”
grandmother's world had edwardian order.
and | can remember how
| followed her like a seagull follows the plough
follow the plough.

by the bay window, when it was raining
watching ?hc people on the pink paving

I didn't mind if 1'had 1o stay in

some of my dreams were really wordh saving
and | can remember now

| followed them like a seagull follows the plough
follow the plough.

I'3m much older than you would fake me

| am wuch youngrer than you could make me
live iv 3 world of violence and danger
finding wyself a comparative stranger
w;qen I Zaw»e to meet you how ¢
I followed you like 3 seagull follows the plou
follow the ?:loug{-,. ours ?

ou are before me you are behind me
it was predesiined ?ha‘: you would find we
“ come with wie wartin - down to the corver. . .*
your 3ncient world has 3 wuch older order
andlwhev. I cc;vce to see you viow e plugh
| follow uou like 3 scagull follows the plou
follow ”:16 plough. e F




ilqa kuryakin looked at me

ita tushinghsm isnt swiling
waiﬁnﬁ for the green electric train
4o take her down 1o lowdon
where she will see wir wilson
shanding by the iron railings
opposite the dnestnut Pah'vx
AZv:’d hemmings will be waiting
with 3 job for david bai l€c1

and the sun is alwauis shining )
on wardour street's pilled up pop stars

and the \dng is i +ﬁe couhhvwg house

costing out swashed up guitars '

and ilula kurqzkin looked at wme
ilya kuryakiv looked =t we

bobby dylew's ouly bleeding
_éo\nan says he's only sleeping
in the window, george and ringo
see qou dowin 11 pink {lamingo
wirs peel | or is it emwa?
leaviing ov 3 black uwbrella
had fobe the biggest seller
after martha the vandella

and the raiv is ouly Glli
on the vortheru sl!-r{:e{smgocvmevnjrarfes

and +he¢1 hardly s2y 3 word about vietvam
shhhh . .. A

and ilya kurc13\<in looked 2t wie
iltfa kurcﬁ\dw looked 3t we

we forgot our politicians'

love affair with nuclear fission
drowned ourselves in coloured visions
wakivg love but viot decisions
weanwhile back iv st fropez.

4hg rich and {awous out fo play
stayed quiedly out of texing ravge
avd wailed for the times to change

avid the sum is always shinin

ovi wardour street's pilled up o stars
avd 4he king is i the counting house
costing out swiashed up guilars

avd ilya kunﬁkivn looked 3t wie
ilya \(jrulakiv: looked 3t wie .



clara bow

Saw your face on a silent sereen

and on the cover of a magazine

clara bow

you were the image of a plastic age

You sPen+ a lifetime in a gilent cage
clara bow

clara bow is it true the camera struck you dumb ?
clara bow | wovld like to hear you speaking

but | can't,

you were the lipstick butterfly

o need for words when you covld flutter goor eyes
clors bow

and you were living in &n it world, if girl

but you were spezking for american werking girls
clara bow

clars bow did your money make it any better?
clera bew I would like to se€ your pictures

but | can't.
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armistice day

ister mine your face so {ine
your hair red-gold at harvest ime
w 3 field on 3 cloudy day
when the reaper womes fo chim his pay
quul have all gone away
armistice day

sister wine some damson wive
while the woods wear white in winter time
drivk it doww avd remember how

ou could viot cry then but can cry mow
they have all gone away
armistice day

there's nothing can wiake wen happy
like the sound of 3 canvon's roar
there's vothing can wake wen happy
like 3 war

like 3 war.
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W RVTIEN Dufewj A+ Rl
WALTER 2707?7
LETTER TO MANAGEMENT FROM SHOP FLOOR seesse.music business

This is an essay to let you know how a 34 ye;f old 211

purpose pop musician in gEngland lives in 1987.

"I live in the front part of a crumbling victorian house

opposite a dock/coalyard'in an Essex fishing village.

I say I 1live there-I don't,..I actually stay there with

my woman and her two children- by a previous harriage(boy,13

girl 11).

Shet's on D,H.3.5. s0 1 couldu't actually LIVE with her

but I stay here most of the time because I don't have

a place of my own. . . 3

All of my possessions are in boxes in a storeroom which has &

been temporarily lent to me, The landlord wantis us out.

He can't actually throw A,(my woman) out on the street

but there's a subtle pressure there -the whole time, -
Even though he and his wife only have two children,and they
" have the whole of the back of the house and the small

house adjoining this building they want the whole place,
Why? well I once heard him say someihing like they have a -
nhigher lifestyle expectation" nowadays.

}B;ﬂs in thisAvillage average forty pounds a week. This is
because there's a university not far away and they can ﬁay
higher rents than us normal mortals. Hence....price average
‘goes up. You can't rent .a family house for much under

four to five hundred pounds per month., Also...they dontt
like D,H.3,8, tenants, why? This is more complicateé.

since the government handed over the onus on paying .
rents 10 claimants over to the borough treasury...the

borough treasury have been sending round people to assess

claimantis rents, If they think a house ox room isnri .
worth the money being charged they reduce it: Naturally

landlords/ladies aren't going to take a claimant on as

a tenant because it could very well reduce their profit.

A. says shet's already lost 28 potential homes because of

‘this problem. The cowcil waiting list for housing is

about two and a half years now . thing...it might be more.
Because of his lifestyle expectation, the landlord is

constantly working on improvements to his side of the

house. J{pjor work is goiug on the whole time and has been
imxxzxnxgﬂx



for months, This means the plac. is constantly dusty

and often noisy. He's workiug on the landaiug at the
momentx outside the kids bedrooms where the smell

of woodworm and damp treatments are quite stirong,

There's a lack of privacy(he always seems to be arouhnd)

and it's not much fun, :

Heating in A,'s room is by.open fire, This is where we
slcep,watch t.v,(black azud whimej or read., If there's some
money at the beginning of winter I get £30 worth of logs,
It's clieaper than coal if you make sure you get a good deal
i.e, not green wood, mostly we burn scrap wood, This is

my department, I forage in the woods for deé§'wood then
drag it back on a barrow during the early autumn, soﬁetimes
1 go to a small cove where wooden pallets from the fort

get washed up, I drag them out of the river then

hide them in the bushes to dry out(in case anyone elue
comes to take them,like kids looking for bonfire wood).Later
on I go back and smash the pallets up and drag the wood home.
i keep my eyes open foxr people doing building oxr roofing
work becausé if 1 ask them they'll often let me take

the o0ld Xwikgy or rottem wood away.

The other communal room is the kitchen/dining area., It's
very big so therefore cold. 70 .heat this we use au ancieat
double-burner parafin heater. wWe usually take it in

turns to chip in £1.50 for a gallon of parry. we get

the parafin from a garage someway up tue road.

In the midwinter it's FREEZING here, yhe other

two rooms are the kids bedrooms...they get really cold

so they don't usually go to tieir rooms in_ﬁinter except

to sleep. Luckily we're all pretty hardyifor a late
twentieth century family so we can get by on subsistience
warmth, neveriheless on really cold days you don't

actually waram up until, your+ve been in beu'for a while,

cooking gas and bathwater are on meters,

you wouldu+t velieve what i have to do to get money.

. dig people's gardens and prune iheir t.€es Latc winter
thAt‘gots me beiwcen fifteen and twenty-five pounds in

a week, It's cold out but if I work hard I get quite
warm,

In ihe sumwmer I was doing alright., I &ud about seventy




five pounds a week and I wzs putting by some money for

the lean months. This is one of thewserviwe industriesn

that some tories think - will-flourish in our-leisure packed
modern age. Fortunately I live in Ezst Anglia where some people
actarlly have the money to pay a gzzdener, In the North
Eﬁéi'&5&1&“{“&54’1”§165563'aasng”safaéni;g'full time in

August becauee I gotuhe ‘chance to make zanother 1l.p.

and I was told tnat sonme mone} was ‘2bout three weeks around

Money always seens to be about three weeks

the corne E'
around the corner in ?3?45??¥° 1naustry
Gardening is a thorouglly blameless job 2nd a wonderful

existence_once ones_ppsglesig;v“ysqdhipri{,bg# I b;§ ?o

take a cheznce on furthering my musicazl career. l}ore

on-that-1atets e e o . ¥ S

Lest year I had a trailer madeée for my bicycle, Well I don't
like cars znd I couldnit afford one even if I did so

if:gééﬁed li¥e a good idea, As well zs carrying my garden tools
;tisruséfﬁz fo; colleétiﬁg sdrap'ﬁez in, scrap wax?

There's a village teﬁrﬁiles awaye In this village are

twa _posh ccunitry restgursnts NhO l'xe tne re=t of thls
wzsteful society throw out lots of useful iniungs. ;q‘this

case--they have_.poxes of half burnt cazndles,...pexrfectly good
but they don't look good.on the table so these restzurzants
throw pounds and pounds-away,. - ESENER s —

what I do is-to-go to the restaurants buy the wax very chezply
then cycle it home in the trailer,;-I-can usually get zbout
fifty or 8ixty pounds in the trailexr;, Itts a bastard comiug
home with
windy{’so'iﬁat d&':‘ﬁé”hiih’thé'hax?’;imple; I melt it

Tull lozd if itis pouring with rain or very .

down and nzke it into healf pound ‘medieval type column

candles wnich I then sell to a Bistro in the nearby town.

VI£ I do thls every so often it's wortn zbout another ten
quid per week to me, Thls me;ns ;'m maklng z2bout £35 per week
znd § give zbout hzif of this to A. for the moumey i cost

to feea etc etc. I ofteu wonder whether people tnink I'a
crazy cycling azround with my bicycle trailer full of wax

oxr tcols;...m but it:s now I live, I ceanit

sign ou myself beczuse-I'm howelesS......Wwell I could sign

on but it would mezn going four miles iato wown dailyt

to collect tne g3 60 or whatever it is tuet I'm entitled

L)



to 2s 2 vagrant . gx® Oh zud of course I'd have to give
tuem my daily reassurauce tnat I weas looking for work.

at's really not worin the bike tyre rubber to clzinm £3.60
1Y bicycle needs a2 new tyre soon sé I'll have to forgo

a couple of the bottles .f cider which I get for a ireat
sometizes, liaybe I should start homebrewing soon...I used to
be gooéd at it once.

I've got a2n 1l,p. out in Germzny which has sold zbout five thousznd

‘copies but I haven't been paid for it, I've got another lepo

dua out soon end 2 single ou{‘now. I éefrfaﬁ mzil fron ]
Germany_and smerica as well es hererand nagezines znd p,J.s
w;?ﬁe to me, I've been on ra&io and television and I know

pop stars but I've got no rlace ito live,znd no money zpert

from thet which I mezke from my gerdening and recycling candle
wax,I could go out znd busk in town but it can.be dangerous

11'5 a rough town znd you can get shzken down or attzcked

or Jjust moved on.

If I got some money to live on it would probesbly be in. the

form of a publishing advénce from a music publisher,

Wwhet is pudlishing end what does a publisher do? No...zftexr years
of being involved in music I don't exactly know eithexr and

I don't think enyone I know does dut I saw a picture of a
publishexr recently in a glossy music biz guide znd he looked
like this.... He hzd a2 beard, he was wearing clothes in the '
style of that Cowboy chic which I normesily zssocizte with
Californizn urbznites of the seventies znd he was holding

up a wine glass and grinning. '

Everything that is suzposed to haprpen in the music industry
seems to hzppen three nonths later....or longer,...or.....never,
The peo»le in the music industry apreer not to understend the
simzle everydey problems of those outside ....0r maybe they
understznd only tamwell which is why peoprle will answer phones
cleen toilets or jump out of czkes for 2 record comareny-tnything
rather tzzn go back to reelity, wWhen I telirthe people I kncw’

whet I have to do to live...I'm sure they don'i believe me,

when I wes working more I used to zlways have a couple of
hundred pounds stazshed, I czlled it my "bust end eviction®
mo;ey. It meznt I could 2lways siznd ny own bail oxr put up my
half of the deposit for rented accomoédation. It was handy if
L. busted her speciazcles or one of the kids neecded new shoes
z2nd she éidni1{ hzve the money.
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She will never tzke money off me because she knows I have
sometimes less thzn her_-but I-used-te-2xemznnlendn it to her
then-one dey sey...."forget-itw.-It was-the only: way I- could
get her toftzkenitf-Like>1ast*autumn~1~gotabout fifty-quid

from-zn-znarchist tape;distributor in"cerﬂany'who'd*sold' ) e

sHé Héededa it ogdly.

‘some my tapes s£0 I geve her forty becau

‘Wetve-goi-ducks-end-chickens,a-wild-rabbit-end-afew-cats——— -
Most—ofwthem~were~strays~wh04got—dumpedron-us~and»who~how~~~ -
live-with-us+ I~don't—know how‘we mamge-to- feed them—a1}>~~m' =
sometimes, scraps lf“melre-short of- money;t?;mash—lf wetre—noti——
Duck‘nash_is_hbout“sS‘OO““*bag—and‘lasts gbout a2 month,
£ oﬁé"of tne cats gets 111 zad hEs 16 g0 to the vet wetve got™
g~ collection-of- nennies in—-a-big- bottle we-call-the-"vet-bottlem —
'xt's—nearly always—- empty beczuse one-or-other- of the-creatures——
'alwayS"needs—scmetnlng'dolng'or*otherw"If"somethlng~ moig S el o o
'went“seribuély'wrong"witﬁ’z”cat”an&'we conltdntt-afford —
The £€6s T EUESS It woT14 HEVE to be tHe choroform pad if we
couldn't get crecit.” we might nave to get” 1HE Poultry adcpted

plece. I donvi think the owners wife

n since shé_bémeAbébEHﬁéié‘td-livet

I}d mlss tne aucks a. lot bLt tney probaaly woul n t ﬁlss me.

'1 can't affo*d gultar strings’ gt the moment and the gultgr I

write snngsvu_jl is_ oorrowed anyway, I've got no ace to

demo _new_SONgs and _my recording gearxr (Whau there is of it)

is_packed._eaway ln boxes._I dont't know if I

music business, I. took. a chznce last zutumn I. had ny

winter money stashed and~thoughtﬂ,gh-wellhlets hope. ... . _
it lzsts till my publishing money gets here.m" well it's

spring now eznd it diént't,...I'm in trouble., i

The current progect is_to try_end_save up_ en*ough money. to
pey. the’ ekt rhone bill-otherwise they wont even be. zble to
ring me;up,and.tellrza.thereﬁs no. money, Looking.at it even
harshly,.veI'm- 2 good tunesmith,...go0d-at my trade, The
music biz is the only way I'd ever be gble-to-buy--a- house,
Even"ifil‘waS'z*full-tihe“garéener'againvl'd-cniy-make about
£75 2 week,..I!'d hzve to save some of that a2gainst the winter

months...so I1'd be beitter off living in the woods than’ paylng

some alternatlve'

pztalist fcrtJ ‘quid for a2 room

Good job it's nearly “the end of - the wi r ‘becaue we've run

out of 1css...1t's screp wood through till the warm weatber
now......hhen peaple ask me "Fows the music going?'

I don'f know what to say reelly..... e

Y
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to 2s 2 vegrent . gxz Oh zud of course I'd have to give
tuen my daily reassurzuce tnat 1 was looking for work,
+t's rez2lly not worun the bike iyre rubber to clzim £3.60
My bicycle needs 2 new tyre soon so I'll have to forgo

2 couple of the bottles Lf cider which I get for a trest

ometizmes.,

lzybe I should start honebrewing soon...I used to

be good at it once,

I've got 2n 1l,p. out in Germzny which has sold zbout five thousznd
'coples but I haven't been pald for lt. Ilve got znother LesDs

dua out sooxn znd a SLngle out now, I get fan mzil fronm

Germany_aud America as well zs here znd mzgzzines znd DisrdiaiS

write to me, I've been on radio znd television znd I know

pop stars but I've got no rlace to live,znd no money zpert

from thet which I mzke from my gerdening and recycling candle
wax,I could go out znd busk in town but it can.be dangerous

1t's a rough town and you can get shzken down or attzcked

or just moved on.

If I zot some money to live on it would probably be in: the

form of a2 publishing zdvénce from az music publisher,

What is publishing and what does a publisher do? Ho...zfter years
of being involved in music I don't exactly know eizher and

I don't think esnyone I know does but I saw a picture of a .
publisher recently in a glossy music biz guide and he looked

like this.... He hzd z beard, he was wearing clothes in the

style of thazt Cowboy chic which I normeztly associzte with
Californien urbanites of the seventies znd he was holding

up a wine glass znd grinning. '

Everything that is supposed %o happen in the music industry

seens to hzppen three months lzter....or longer.,...o0r.....never,
The reople in the music industry zpreer not to understznd the
simyle everydey problems of those outside ....0r maybe they
understznd only tawmwell which is why peorle will answer phones

cleen toilets or ju:p out of czkes for a2 record comreny-tnything

rather tiezn go back to reelity, when I tell the people I know’

whet I have to do to live...I'm sure they don't believe me,

when I wes working more I used to zlways have a couple of
hundred pounds stashed., I czlled it my "bust znd eviction®
moﬁey. It meant I could 2lways stend ny own bail oxr put up my
half of the deposit for rented accomoéation, It was handy if

2. busted her speciacles or one of the kids neeced new shoes
2nd she déidni1t have the money.
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doesn't help. As for after work drinking.....It Jjust doesn't occur,
I know it's not essential but it really is great to be zble to go ant
have a couple of beers after ycu've finished a tough day in the
studio. There's a constant feeling that life is slightly sub-zin
standard down there, The othere day I was bitching about it,

I said"Out of the esentials like Tea, Milk, Sugar and Bogroll

we always seem to be out of one, Okay we've got tea and milk

so I can put begroll in the tea if I want, Tomorrow we'll have
sugar tea and milk dut we'll be out of bogrell, It's gonna be
impossible txMng to use sugar etec etc ddce....”

The beg stinks o! stale urine sonetines, I would clean it but

out of principle I don't think I should....maybe I would if it got
really bad. It shouldn't be like this., We nust be idiots to put
up with it and yet.....There is a closeness amongst all of usx
Andy and Pete aren't any better off than us zt time like this

and put up with the same shit that we do, The same discomfoxrt

the same lack of sleep,ncney and luxury. And we tend to share

what we do get., You can be cross with them for allowing the
situation to occur,but you can't be annoyed with them too

much because to a large extent they go through it too, There's
also a feeling ol all working towards the same goal, We're 2all
orphans of the same normality. Cut o.f from nornal scciety and
heting or fearing the drabness that lurks outside our world,

Ve're all taking the risk that some oi this madmess is going

to pay off and that we'll get enough womey tocontinue living
cutsdéxex of wnd 2nity for a while longer.

Even so I rebel against anything really pointless and nraybe I

just rebel and guestion anything everythingxkezrxmex we're still

d ealing in a. capitalist industry here, I have a mnad urge to

tite the smooth pink hand which feeds me because I know that

that same hand has never done axiz¥s a day's straight toil

or given a scrap fro: it's table out of genuine love or cornpassion
Vo, always with a notive....and never as much as it could have give
I don't trust this industry and I think it pollutes and corrupts
people. It's still going to take all ny self restraint toxzziyx
stay in it and not blow everything for nyself in one impetuous
moaient, I know I could just walk out the ninute anything upset me,
At night ,Giles, Chris the engineer and syself take the tube to
Andy's flat in Noitting Hill Gate again..,..although I'+: not sure
what I', deing tonight, I might sleep in the studio, V.0,A. have
problems with their video. Chris is knackered, Giles is knackered

I'm knackered and there's no money.



Wednesddy 13th January 1988

Same scene 24 hours later, After two days of playing Rickenbacker
I've been singing and playing an acoustic guitar for most

of today. I wust say that the l.p. is going to be better for

all the:e finishing touches and amendments but I'm bloody tired

I woke up with a fearsome headache this morning and I only had a
couple of beers last night, No justice.

I'm still feeling a bit disorientated and a little bit melancholic.
I rang Annabel tonight,which made me feel a bit better, I've

got to send her some money tomorrow cos she's run out oil firewood
and probably needs sone coal. After a day in the studio I don't

have much energy or inspiration to write,

Sunday night 17th January 1988

Ciles arrived on Thursday and the re-mixing of the l.p. began

in earnest., I've had no time to write. Tyis is what happens in

the studidm., Great blocks of hours go kxyby. Some hours are

fraught with anxiety,some laden with boredoﬁ, and some a genuinely
inspiredbut whatever it is ,the studio seems to ®demand nearly

all my time and ene}gy,leaving me no time for anything else,

We work all day,from about 11 in the morning. We finish about §

at night and then we go back to Andy's confortable but rather

bare flat and finally go to bed at about 3 a,m, after eating.

In the studio you g£o into a kind o:s timeless zone, Being underground
in a wind'owless place with no xzmxclocks doesn't help. You may

for instance find yourself going upstatrs to get some bread or

milk and find to your asténishment that it's got d ark., You might
find yourseé2f standing in the West-end at rush hour in the dark

when you though it was sometime after lunch.

The atmosphere at the moment is frantic. Andy and Pete are preparing
to take their wares to the MIDEM music fair in Cannes and both

The Cleaners from Venus and Voice of America are in a mad rush

to fihdshh our repective products so that deals can be done,

An added complication is that this week,because o/ an unpaid debt

to the company...there's absolutely no cash around, This means

that Giles and I and Nigel and Dave have no money for expenses

apart form what we have ourselves...which sometimes isn't very much,
Sometimes we run out of Tea,Coffee,Toilet Roll ptSugar., Thisxmezmmx
leads to a situation whereby we're constantly grubbing around for

pennies to get up enough money for these eassentials. In an
iéggigggﬁsxwhlch is alrcady uncomfatable and tenseix it really
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the beat generation and me

ell then", she said, *we need another Sop*
*or Soon the meter will run out on you and me"
this is how we spent the winter

in her room - the beat generation and me

for nearly free.

and then she s3id she hadn't worked for ob - & time
Sometimes she thought that people judged this as a crime
Yonce | nearly died .. .* she sloppe

we sat there, the beat generation and me

for nearly free.

the beatgeneration jthe beat generation
the beat generation and me.

*1'd like togo away but don't suppose | will*,
she said, *1he money isn't there gince | was ill"
bot we found some things fo do

to do for free - the beat generation and me
for nearly free.

*well then®, she said,* we need another Sop*
“or seon tre meter will run ouf on you and me®
this is how we spent the winter

in her room - the beal generation and me
for nearly free.

the beat generation | the beat generation
the beatgeneration and me.
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April fool (1982

iceberg and unicorn

he iceberg and unicorn
maan the end of the par«fq all over the world
bells are not ringivg {or me and my &irl
1 know if's over
1 know il's over
the jceberg and unicorn
they have closed every tunmel of love in the land
young casanova stavids head in his hands
. he know it's over
he know it's over

and words whispered out of wedlock's door
"if's the young oves | feel for, . .

*we had our fun when we were free”

*he was faithful - but was she?*

and the iceberg avd uwicorn
row reside in a place where the bowb used fo stey
send oud Hheir grectings and hope that you'll say

1 know it's over*



-

major mandy

3)or wiandy - found the woney came in handy

for buuing her favourite clothes

he said 4hey were for his wife

wizjor wisndy - people s3id he was 3 dandy
but he led 3 double ife

he hung around in wine bars
beaujolais and new commission
but When he went out shoppi
no-ovie 5u.s.ssed his stravge Po:gion

major wiandy ~ he was really christened andy
buﬁ ou .\}mow the way it goes

and what are you laughing for?

wijor wisndy -%peopleug?d l§e was 3 dandy
he was Here i case of wer

he bougln’r up felephone shares

avd which way do you think he voted?
he was a wiodel sodier

ot the -hﬁx 1o be dewoted

wajor wiandy drank afsir amount of brandy
and went out for a drive

with sade in stereo

wijor wawdul's wife wes very very angry

when the police brought howe the clothes
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Mind how you 8o (1987)

cardboard town
nder arches unc!er-ground

cheap-jack lovers lane
down and out In cardboard town
listen o the rain
sister soup-line, brother bread
distant as the sfars
light me to my paper bed
bngh{- as burning cars

wake me up when it's over

shake me gen*lq and say

*i's okay it's okay it's okay. . .*

walk me down to the river

tell me home wasn't built inaday
inaday inaday

and it's enly . . . only cardboard town
lonely...... this is cardboard town

house of straw and house of stone
house of brick or granite
welfare worker from your home
welcome to my planet

others | am not the worst

trek from town o city

driven by a simple thirst

buried in your pity.
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Brotherhood of lizards (1982)

5 Paget Road Wivenhoe Essex
CC79DE Englead

Eallo Joachim,

Enclosed is a very good guality master cassette
for the new Brotherhood of Lizards cassette which I'm very
pleased with. Enclosed also is some artwork, TheBlack and White
is for you to meke an ezsier copy and the orangeycolour is
the colour of the covers in England if you can do that in
Germanye. I think it's going to be guite a2 populartape
I knew you'd want it 23 soon as I could get it to you
so I hope you like it and that some people will have a happier
Christmas beczuse of it,

When you've made a good copy of the tape can youpost the makter
cassette back to me because next it must go to Fmxxxxxin fact
I have a better idea to save time.cec.s
1) When you have finished with it send it to
Jzn Rune Bruun, Heiryggen 2 N8614 , Ytteren, Norway.
send it with the zrtwork

2) Tell him when he's finished with it to send it to
Mesesooeew

411 of this es soon as possible because I may neéd to mak,
some copies myself, You think I'm crzzy sending my best
master out?? well I've got a spere that's nearly =as gogé

but I want everyone to have good copies, Oh and give that
very nice Lord Litter a free copy because I mustlowe him

loads cf tapes.

Some good azws is thet baptain Sensible is definitely lendiging
me his tascam 8 track home studio (The Studio 8). It's

in Lonaon waiting for me to pick it upe....unfottunately

like most o0ld hippies I have only a bicycle and don't know
many people with cars so I have to orgzanise that....

As soon 238 it's done Nel-sun and I will start onthe next
Brotherhood stuff . Exciting isn't i;?...I've heard @&about
Xentucky Fried Royalty tooe....can you get me in the catalogue

Gotta go NOW seeesee

Write back soon-2l1l1ll the bestest

TIHTA

AR



THE CLEANERS FROM VENUS - Town and Country (RCA)

Martin Newell ist zur Zeit wohl einer der englischsten Songuriter Uber-
haupt, er geht unbelrrt seinen Weg zwischen so groBen Vorbildern wie Syd
Jarrett, dem verriickten G&rtner, und Ray Davies, dem genialen uWorking
Class~Chronisten (der Vollsténdigkeit halber sei noch auf den musikali-
schen EinfluB von XTC, den Beatles und - neuerdings - Style Council hinge-
wiesen).

Die neue LP 188t sich in eine Country (nicht C8W)- und eine Town-Seite un-
terteilen. Auf der ersten wimmelt es von verfallenen Hdusern, geheimnis-
vollen Winkeln, wo das Gras hdher wdchst als anderswo, einem blauen Schwan
und dem Nordwind im M&rz - pure Dorfromantik also.

Die zwelte Seite behandelt das Stadtleben, es geht im wesentlichan um
Elendsquartiere, Midchtegern-Popstars und das Trinken. Zu diesem Thema ist
auch Martins Partner Giles Smith, der bel den Cleaners eine Mischung aus
Mick Talbot und Colin Moulding darstellt, mit 'The Last Club in the world'
eln Meisterstiick gelungen.

Es wdre leicht, Martin Newells Gedankenwelt anachronistlsch zu nennen
(wahrscheinlich wiire das nicht einmal falsch), aber in Verbindung mit den
phantastischen Melodien, Giles Smiths Keyboards und der luxurlisen Produk-
tion entsteht hier elne ganz elgenwillige Art von folklordstischem Pop,
der in dieser Qualitdt seit 'Autumn Almanac' und 'Village Green' nicht

mehr zu hiiren war.

(Abgeschickt am 27. Mal 88, unveridffentlicht, miglicherwelse deswegen,
weil die Kritik mit meinem Cleaners-Artikel in SPEX 7/88 kollidiert ist.)

von Armin Miiller



Brotherhood of lizards (1983)

5 Paget Road Wivenhoe Essex
CC79DE Englead

Ezllo Joachim,

Enclosed is a very good qQuality master cassette
for the new Brotherhood of Lizards cassette which I'm very
pleased withe. Enclosed a2lso is some artwork, TheBlack and White
is for you to meke an eazsier copy and the orangeycolour is
the colour of the covers in England if you can do that in
Germanye. I think it's going to be guite a populartape
I knew you'd want it a2s soon as I could get it to you
so I hope you like it and that some people will have a happier
Christmzs because of it.

When you've made 2 good copy of the tape can youpost the makter
cassette back to me because next it must go to mxxxxxin fact
I have A better idea to save time.eces
1) When you have finished with it send it to
Jen Rune Bruun, Heiryggen 2 N8614 , Yiteren, Norway.
send it with the =zrtwork

2) Tell him when he's finished with it to send it to
Meceoeooe

411 of this es soon zs possible beczuse I may neéd to mak,
some copies myself, You think I'm crazzy sending my best
master out?? Well I've got a spere that's nearly =as gog§

but I want everyone to have good copies, Oh and give that
very nice Lord Litter a free copy beczuse I mustbwe hinm

loads cf(tapes. i

Some good a:ws is that Czptain Sensible is definitely lendiging
me his tascam 8 track home studio (The Studio 8)., It's

in London waiting for me to pick it up....,unfottunztely

like most o0ld hippies I have only a bicycle and don't know
nany people with cars so I have to organise that....

As soon as it's done Nel-sun znd I will start onthe next
Brotherhood stuff . Exciting isn't 1{3...I've heard @about
Xentucky Fried Royalty too....can you get me in the catalogue

Gotta g0 NOW sseessee

Write back soon-2lll the bestest

TT



——

5 Paget Road Wivenhoe

CO79DT Essex u.k.

Eallo Joachim,
Nice to hear from you zgazin, It hasn't been

such a tough wintér this year. I've done quite a lot of gardening
work znd had a little bit of money. By March usuglly I'm getting
short of money before the music royalties come in and before

the gardening work begins. I'm still not rich but thanks

to the greenhouse Effect I haven't had any serious problenms

this winter-azpart from worrying zbodut whether therewill still

be a2 plznet to live on soon.

So generally my morale is guite good, my hezlth is quite good

and most important of 211 The Brotherhood are working steadily
but slowly on our first l.p.

Ye're doing it on.the eight-track machine in my room. We've

got four songs so far and are working on znother two. Captain
Sensible has a new record lazbel(indie) of his own and we will
release the l.p. on that lzbel when we finish it2 I hope the

1p. will be out by next sutumn, Of course there will be more
dei.yo stuff even if I have to change the name again}

I'm very excited zbout the new music....it's typical English

pop with a good home-produced feel,..but it's much better

guality than the four-track stuff.

I'm keeping the new music a secret until we finishitit but whenever
we do finish it you'll be one of the first to hearit,

I got a telephone call from Mirko Whitfield a few weeks ago

Ee szid thzt he knew a record label thzt was interested in

the Brotherhood stuff. Just a smzall Berlin indie lzbel.

He szid he'd send me some info but he must have forgotten or
something.

I'm still supposed to be signed to R.C.A. for one more l.p.
but if I give them the Brotherhood of Lizards l.p. they have
to give me £15p00 by law, Whatever happens it's not a problem.
The mastertape I sent you went a2all round Europe then to

New York and Cleveland in America then back to me, I Jjust thought
you'd like to know that the xwxidsrrxworld's postal services
are more reliazble thazn the world's music industries.

I hope everything is well with you....Don't worry...everything gets

better after Merch usuzlly....
All tk)e bestest

Nertin



12 Essex County Standard, June 30, 1989

Gavin Nightingale highlights what's happening, and
what matters to young people

..iS writing for the famous

MARTIN Newell is also
well-known as a song-
writer to the stars.

For he's been working as
Captain Sensihle’s lyric writer
and the fruits of their ellorts
will be available on an album
coming out soon.

The record has taken thiee
years to complete. It features
guest appearances by count-
ess stars ranging from 10CC
man Grahem Gouldman 1o
Eddy Grant.

Remember Captain Sen-
sible’s brief appearance at the
May Fair? Well, that was cour-
tesy of Martin who was the
event’s compere.

Martin recalls the day he
started working with the Cap-
tain. “ Thal first day when |
went down to the studio to
start writing, | arrived on my
bicycle half-an hour after Gra-
hem Gouldman had left in a
helicopter !

But Captain Sensible isn't

the only one to appreciate
Martin’s song-writing talents.
His old band The Damned are
considering using one of Mar-
tin's songs — so are the re-
formed Monkees!

“I's quite good writing to
order,” he says. ” And | don't
mind antists radically altering
my tunes to make them it
their style so long as the re-
sults are honest

“1can’t stand ghastly synth
washes.”

Captain Sensible — uses
Martin’s lyrics £



o

5 Pzget Roadwivenhoe
Essex CO79uT
Septenmber 18h 1989

Bey Joachim,

what's happening mazzzzzzzzzan? It's zutumn
zgain and time for zctiviiy. I Just thought 1'd let
you know thzt the Lrotherhood have a2n l,p. out soon
on Czptain Sensiblels little indie lzbel czlled Deltic xecords
The l,pe is called Lizazrdland znd should be out very earity
October.
we're doing a'greenttour of southern England in October on
our bicycles carrying zcoustic instruments with us to
promote the l.,p. we're going to busk and plzy = few gigs
2nd invede radio stations, should be fun,
I hope your fortunes have improved out there znéthat
Loxrd ILitter and everyone azre okay. Let me know what's
going on, As for me...zs usuzl lots of energy,little bit
of money and a slight hangover. Y
t+ell any Clezners /Lizard listeners thet we've got an 1l,.p.
out znd thet it!s safe to buy it this time.
It was 211 done =zt home, we designed ‘our own sleeve and
the record cover is xrecycled paper, the vinyl:is recycled
essseven the songs are recycled from the sixties. There's
only one keyboard on the whole l.,p, znd that's ap rzizexpiano.
13's 100 per cent acceptzble this time . promise. Uhe
first l.p. L ever did with no problemss. ....yet, Now 2ll
L have to édo is get pzid for it.
Did you know thzt there =zre bootleg copies of under wartime
¢onditions(C.D. !) being sold in americz? That Alfred Zeller
never fucking pzid me =z penny., L have to lzugh now bdut

when I had no money at =211 it wesnftt so funny,

Eope youire ckay

21l the best

7 Va7



Tuesday 10th October 1989

Kept thinking about the B&B we stayed in
Jast night. First thing you see in an aver-
age B&B is a sign in the hallway saying
“Thank you for not smoking”. Half ex-
pected to see a sign in the bedroom saying
“Thank you for not wanking”.

Friday 13th October 1989

Milton bastard Keynes. Makes Colchester
Jook like Florence. All roads built on ley
lines apparently. Staggering really. Press
didn't turn up. Whilebusking opposite The
Point (and what is the point?) saw some
poor sod busted by three policemen and
four security guards. Shoplifter I think.
Must have been well-heeled. He was get-
ting a taxi when they lifted him. Spent the
night at a farmhouse somewhere outside
M.K. Nice people but Sun readers.

Sunday 22nd October 1989

Back on the bikes and staying at Captain’s
in Brighton. Cycled over 500 miles now.
Anotherradiointerview then gig. Peoplein
Brighton dress so hip they should turn the
wholeplaceintoarest home for the Chroni-
cally Fab. As the Captain seems to know
every landlord in Brighton, we were able to
have a substantially late drink after the
gig. We insisted Sensible joined us on his
byke. As we cycled home that night some-
body threw a fire extinguisher out of a car
at us and shouted “Bloody hippies”. Per-
haps it was because ] was singing very loud
in an alien voice. Phoned home after and
was warned not to knacker my adrenal
system by taking too many glucose tablets.
Didn’t even know | had an adrenal system.
Nelson's knee now a bit better. An interest-
ing encounter with a Jocal journalist. After
we had explained to him why we were
doing an ecologically sound tour on bikes
he said, “But wouldn't it have been easier
to do it in a car?”

Thursday 26th October 1989

Over to fortress Wapping for an interview
with the News Of The World. Wonder what
they'll print. Dread to think. “Sex Change
Cyclists Slay Clergyman in Alsatian Love
Triangle” Yeah probably.

Bucketfull Of Brains



'i‘op hat and tales .

. Nelson (left) and Martin Newell, Lizards with no time {o lounge

PHOTOGRANH: GRARAM TURNER

Greens never soft-*_nedal on pop

Some bands express their ecological concern with
their voices; Brotherhood of Lizards do it with their
feet, cycling to alf their gigs. Pete May reports

o

say save the rain forests
znd then tour with three
juggernauts fuil of gear. | won.
der if they run on unleaded
petrol?” asks Nelson (be has no
surname}, half of the Essex
based duo Brotherhood of
Lizards.
The band are entitied o be
e they toured the
nd recently cn a
ikes, covering 618
ntajly sound mijes

T'S ALL very well for
ting e go alf green and

1P

tic guitar dnd mar
ried on speciail
sack .'r:-.mes. 3 pa
amps and a drum mach
ried in their pan
x\anaemlg medie ¥
they weouid buck in even fown
they passed thiough and then
p!ay evening gigs lming the ven-
ues' own PA systems, “All rock
gigs shouid have a good PA; the
nds will travel to
othing more than a

the L.zards main songwriter.
There were no after gig
thrashes or groupies for these
rockers, “After we'd fin-
s}?(‘d piaying 1'd have a bar of
chiocolate and Nelson would
rub a bettle of Deep Heat into

his knee, or if he v
feeling relaxed he take off his
elastic bandage,” he explains.

Druring the tour they were
pursned by an Anglian TV crew
for six miles, unsuccessiuliy
seeking evidence that some-
where between gigs they so
cretly sneaked on ic the train.
The idea has been so successful
that they now pian {o tour the
West Country and the Nerth of
England by bike. "People really
are more friendly when yvou're
on a bik ays Martin, “If
they see a bunch of hairy
yobbos getfing out of 3 {ransit
van then it's ‘oh my God, it's 2
rock band.' Tha 1d would be
a3 better piace if ¥
cycled.”

With his patched trousers,
baggy shirt, waisicoat, tweed
jacket ('oplaced by fop hat and
{ails for gigs) and hnn-mf-"l hair,
Martin Newell might look like
he's altempting to become the
chy Thrower of his genera-

! bul theve is 3 prac.\ml
reasan for his clothing. “I sup-
pose 1 am a bit of an ec

really

gaydrmnz I'm ljke this weird
crossover between a young
fogey and a rock and roller.”
Gardening is “at least as im-
portant as music” to Newel)

and when not playing music he
-:(hp “wild

R, gel my
afler his songwriting dried up.
T avds' green creden-

tlals are further enhaticed by
ihn fact that neither Martin ner
Nelson has ever had a driving
They are both lifelor
and vi

elarian

NS
nude from I(‘C\d ¥
The atbum cost just
produce and most of that went
on train fares for Nelson when
it was raining and coloured
pens to design the sleeve. Their
name itcelfl was hfnm‘t up
after a liberal session in their
local pub, but Mariin think
that lizards “are good a als,
green and somehow eceuit, OQur
name is a!<o quite like (ht'

electric foik heroes,™ 7 he Move,
Small Faces, Who, Beatles and
Kinks. But they are more ‘\h:m
just revivalists: classic
nies are accompanied by -
cal concern for “how the under-

’a<s surviv ° in this tarnished

ages to combine personal alien-
ation with the ciosuve of rail-
Wway stations and be the
enly pop song in b
mention the Beeching report.
Newell has also co-writien
the lyrics fer Captain Sensible,
another rock eccentric i
aibum Revolution Now,
resulted jn a clash of rfxck .xrm
sty lo: Crah':m b




It’s 10am on the second morning of the Brother-
hood of Lizards' British tour - a time when most
other rock stars would be peeling back the satin
sheets in their luxury penthouse suite, stumbling
over last night’s champagne bottles, and prepar-
ing to board their luxury tour-bus for the next
mega-stadium.

The Brotherhood of Lizards, though, are not
like any other rock stars. Their morning began at
8am. They peeled back the winceyette sheets on
their twin beds at the £13-a-night Coventry Guest
House in Lowestoft, administered a few thumps to
the ancient bedside tea-maker (which lit up like the
Close Encounters spaceship, but still refused to
heat up any water), then bounded down the stairs
10 scrutinise their tattered map of Suffolk.

These breakfast-time map-reading sessions are
the most important part of the day for the Lizards
because no sleek nigh-powered tour-bus is wait-
ing on their beck and call. Instead, for reasons of
economy, ecology and plain old job satisfaction,
Martin Newell and Peter Nelson do their rock
tours on pushbikes.

The Lizards conducted their first rock tour on
bikes last October -  619-mile round-trip which
took them from their homes in Colchester and
Wivenhoe respectively. down to Bristol and Bath,
then back home via Southampton, Bristol and
London. A mixture of busking, live sessions play-
ing on local radio, and straightforward pub and
club gigs, they did it to promote their first LP -
Lizardland - recorded for just £50 (‘including felt-
tips 10 do the cover’) but it’s the actual cycling
which overshadows all else. Where bigger rock
bands might swap lurid tales of groupies they have
known, Martin and Nel exchange fond remi-
niscences of the landlady who gave Nel an elasti-
cated bandage for his strained knee in Cambridge.

‘What we're trying to do with these tours is
show that there’s an alternative way 10 promote
your music,” explains Martin — who describes
himself as an ‘eco-hippy’, and once quit the music
business completely for four years 10 concentrate
on being a gardener. *You just don't need an arti-
culated lorry and 35 roadies.’

It's an exhausting alternative, though - as I'm
finding out as 1 trail the Lizards along the B111
on the 45-mile ride from Bury St Edmunds to
Norwich: the first stage of a 250-mile tour which
will eventually take us round to Ipswich and
finally Colchester.

*'.3"
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Number thirteen (1990)

KUMBER THIRTEEHN

These recordingswere magde in a bedroonm

on an 8 track machine,

Everything wriiien and played dy
Psychedelic Gardency,

I1f you've got no money-copy it.
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nOg'O (baggq MUSiC) for louis wizcneice

t's no go the acid house
it's vio go stone roses
all we want is 2 hooded shirt
and an ecstac ps%chosis
2 day retum fo wianchester
3 pair o? purple kickers
never wind the records
+ the t-shirts and the stickers
)ohnh normal got ajob
3 morigage and 3 wiotor
claimed his dad was du‘lan
and he came from winnesota
covned 3 86V)€Y3“’f°h
of swiling hippie fossers
who shaved fheir beards and trimmed their hair
but failed 1o cut their losses

it's 110 go for live aid
it's o o the wagons
all we want is chrystals
and our duvgeons and ous dragons
dhrren darren wayne and shane

lic kev awnd jason
beat 3 blind wian half to death
with his own alsation
it's vo & Your 3\'4511 films
it's no & your passion
all we wewt is 2 shopping wall
and some pissy high street {ashion
il's o 8o kinmochio and goodwight rowwie
50 kiss g@oodbye with 3 lulab&.’c
and 2 sirawberny-{lavoured _jo\mnm1
it's 1o 8o humility
3nd no go our nation
what we've gt is 2 yuppie farm
with super-awnuation . ..
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5 Paget Rd,
Wivenhoe Essex
CO7SRT

July 8th 1990

Hallo Joachim, Y

Thanks for zexiixthe money a few weeks back,
I've had quite a tough time the past couple of months,
I spent the last year working really hard with the
Brotherhood of Ljzards, We got a lot of publicity,television
newspaper articles etc but in the end I wasn't happy
with the outcome.
I found myself sitting down one day and wondering why
I wasn't happy like the o0ld days when I used to make cassettes
and brew beer and go for walks in the country,
Nelson my partner joined New Model Army, Tney're guite
well-known and supposed to be a political sort of a band.
Well they travel in cars,eat meat, make their demos in
24 track studios and are signed to E.M.I. so I guess

they nmust be really radical,

Enclosed is a new Cleaners from Venus cassette,

That's right....a Cleaners from Venus cassette, Ithink it's
more or less safe enough to go back to what I wazs doing

in the first plzce now,..don't you? It's a massercassette
and there's a black and white cover, As you willhear

it's the real thing and I think people will likeit,

If you.went to sell copies of it- I don't know xhow many
tapes you still sell but start right now, If youdon't...
pess it on to anpther d.i.,y. person when you've made

your m¥xmown copy. L don't have a lot of money atthe moment
but every week or so I'm going to mzke imxxone or two

new master dasseites a2nd send them to people until

I run out of people, You were the first, Spread the word.
The Cleiners zre back-if zanybody's interested., There's a

new Cleane® or two as wellseesoss

Write znd lets me know how you are and what youthink,

all the very best

B L Lued £.5 \7%\

martin

L ?7/;/ﬁﬁf; I %E;Ck? Q/2k747’



. Sarsh septic lives in france

and drives 2 lamboré‘hini
saves her whales with metaphors
and claims that she's 2 greevﬁs

old wiacdowald had 3 {arwm

then he had another

then he had another and aviother
and avother

it's vio go the hospﬂal

it's vio go education

3l we want is 3 line of whizz

on picczdiths’raﬂow

it's vo go tachini

it's no go lacoste

but try o tell dhe cissy southern bastids
Hnt +ha1've lost

it's no 8o the poll-tax

o oresis*rahoh

all we want is a2 summons

and 3 year or two probation

jimi hendrix in the lounge

wico in the kitchen

brian jones the rolli stone
coming dowwn aud i‘;c‘(szs

there you see Virginit

face d;1ww in +he6rivc:1
write yourself 2 getwellsoon
and send it 1o your liver
it's vio go m ngel breath

it's o 2o w d??s'lar

all they want is €40 quid fo see some dodgy rockstar
they'll package up rebellion

like 2 pot of clotted cream

Hen they'll sell it back o1 twice the price
and vullify the dream

awnd all your friends and lovers

and places st you knew

You'll wonder what became of them

and what became of you

it's ho go my moohy rose-it's no go foworrow
all we are are tiny blips

i 2 databank called sorrow



a mahfor ourtime

oesn't it please your heart to kvow
he used to go where the wild things grow
and he's Younger than the ounges¥ rolling stone
and doesu't i Please your heart fo see
he gof 3 post with the miv:is*rb(
he's 3 groove as far as politicians go

and he was shnding at 2 party

v 1968

wearing beads and waving ajoss-s%ick
while vurturivg dreaws of ruanivg the state

ou kunow
he was 3 wian for our tiwme
Hhere's ovie in every crowd
if it was allowed
k1ou.'d drown them youm
and he was 3 wren for our time
he never spared a diwie
for you or your kind
when he had wiade it

doeswit it Hrill you o observe
he wiskes the change 25 the fashions swerve
cos 3 wouldy inwge Wisims the smooth ynachine
oh be still iy {luttering heart

there on the stege in the leading part

is 3 wan ‘who cant tell life frowm wrgarive

and vow hie's shiaking hiands af cln'ari’ru( cowncerts
with pop stars with wo braivis

while the rest of us are throwing our woney
driving the buses and digging the draivs

kviow e was 3 wian for our time
:‘f:res one i every crowd

ff it was 2llowed

you'd drown thew young

avnd he was 3 win for cur time

he viever spared 3 diwme for you or your kivd
whevt hie had wrede it

)



The jangling man

hey're breaki lass and burning buildings
imtl\ne earl Véeﬁhwse suw o 8
the powers-that-be will blawe extremists
awnd wiay well be one
and old wat {‘1‘6"5 Shost is swiiling

35 approving he looks on

'Hnéb( haven'¥ really been {his angry sivce 133]

2nd | am just 3 puglivg wisu
been in ’:hJe cold Qooi g

aud | live with » raggegg-avm
we viever had any wione

is it reallul 50 Wrovg ?

the velvet glove dhe iron rod aud 3 bridle for Your tougue
the tanks which truvdle hrough the square

whien the old Vrave killed Hhe you

the wivd seewms all the colder vow

in the early summer sum

e old man sees the wall cowe down

avid e reaches for his gun

and | am just 3 javigliug wrau been in the cold too long
and | live ‘with 3 rageedg-aun we wever had vy Wiovey
is it really so wrong just to dreawm

dreaw of -l|n§ feeliv g

to wake ove day and find the € QoviE

2aud will we d':‘(ace f L

dawnice by the graveside

so glad so giad so glad that you are govie

30 all you kids in cardboard CH‘L‘

| hope you're having fuw

and 2|l you Voters eveniw\nere

will rewmewber what you've dove

aud weuder diml -Hdrouéh the past

of the england it you kvnew

these disposessed avid howeless childrew
they all belov:g fo you

-H«eq all belomg to pu (repest chorus)



mine-Sweeping memory fane

ce woolworths with wooden floors
on 3 saturday believe it oh yes
sweet swiell of the pick'n'wix
and Your goddess-:' n-(grsem-overalls
there painted in red on white
like hree and six our love was oh yeah
electrical counter dazeling opposite your lovelight

Wivie-sweeping wiewory lane

'wr always mihc-sweepimg wiewory lave
the sawme old ships going down again

but I'm still Wive-SWeeping wewiory lane

watch horrified polo-necked

3s white-lipsticked she emerges lunchtime
and meets with au older bo

who knows wuch wore than vou do

viow downed like a chestnut leaf

ov 3 paving sleb wid-rainstorw as you
sigh into your black rose tale-scent shirt
You Hnougla\- would sevnd her

wivie- sweeping wemory lane

I'm 2lways MinE-SWEEPing wiEwiory lavie
the sawe old ships going doww again
and I'm still winie-sweeping mewory lane

sowic permavient saturda

is 3 version of you standing shielded

so beautifully hurls so youn

Such 3 dying-swan uwbrells

love stories Tn stately hums

written on forgotiewn raivicoals, you sigh
then wawnder éosme in the rain

with Your chelsea boots osmozing



a street called prospect

he's drifting by the place where she pawned her rings
steppivig out the way of the skaleboard kivgs

foworrow could be sweet and she's living ou 3 street
called prospect

3&irl of wieny aiwms

and the beatbox buws 'Hneul work i relay teams

like » blackswith customisin vioisy bo«.15 dreaws

and the old wiewn tap their fee§

cos Hhey're living ou 3 street called prospecl-

and there's 3 browwstone church

with 2 cracked bell n’wgiwg

where the bouls learv boxivg and Hhe girls learn singing
where the good take the clgh and fhe fallen join the game
before they burh out so briefly like an insect in 3 {lame

e lone ranger buys @ drink for old st. jolm

he says it's been some tiwie since the Gavalry's gome

then his wice begim.s to crack ;
s he's never coming back 1o Prospec{. - 3vd vothing's going on
and then the sunli i§ splivters i1 a cloud of dust :
cos it's fhe devil's éou.r vow the will's gove bust

avd you dow't &ive up your seat

when the bus goes down 3 street called prospect

and reason's never sweet aud ambition isut choos
when Poli’revxess is 2 blade and 3ssertion is 2 vzi
+he poor get avgry avd the rich wrake Iy

avd your youth is like o doé.rose

only blossowns for 2 day

they say they're 2oing miving v the parking lot
H'sqdowtla 1o wietal and +o Wu'éerals P 8

bud they wown't Say what

Hhen they're siakey on their feet

when they get back on 3 street called prospect
like burn-ovts on parade

so love wme vow sund leave we cos I'm 8ovg away
Fouly Ret 3 ficket for 3 very short s*‘at1
and should we ever wieet well it's best not on
3 street called prospec%,



"Poems”

Satecrashing' oyster park

ex abrasive and the sandpaper cowboys
are prad'si»;? in the dark
the word's & round
upin boudicca fown :
that theu're plauing iw ouster par
'!‘nnl're plaq?vxg i); oa:gr Paf p
Just imagine
now wouldw't that be a spark?
and 600 robots from the revolution
ar¢ hoping 1o wiake their mark

they're gatecrashi ster park
%?q'rcga’recrashi:s °‘15+€r }f;rk
and 600 robots from the rewolution
are hoping 1o wiake their wiark

the sons and daughters of the recenﬂt( wealthy
are taking sowe tiwe off school

with 3 baéance of payments

looking wondcr{ullul healthy

if you obqa sliding rule
50 tex sbrasive and ée sandpaper cowboys
7€ plavmiwg on another i

and 600 Tobots {rom the Tevolution

are hoping to wike the lig

they're gatecrashing oyster park
‘H'xc::{'re g:‘}ecrashivg 2(1 ster F};ark
and 600 robots {rom the revolution
ar€e hopiwg fo wike {heir wrark

dow't turn around bus driver

dow't turn around

¢os 600 robots drinking our champagwc
is 3 fairly depressing sound

(repeat chorus)



crash landlord

anuary was the hardest

warxist students burving h's\nis
hever wanted to be landlord

vot for any feudal rights

would you risk it for a virus ?
not until the &et the vaccine
have 3 biscuit - call we cyrus
hear that squeak? the cat's relaxing

Sowe of my best {rievds were fenants
filled the place with swioke and laughter
vow it's like 3 bowbed-out ballroom
rusty glitterball and raflers

life is like 3 bowl of sugar
which has been left out too lovg
| can't seem 1o get wiy Spoow in
am lge*H'ivns 5ow1€<}hiv18 wrong ?

sweep the stairs and {ix the cistern
do repairs and take 1he rent

single bedsit - claimants welcowme
suit 3 lady or agevx’r

there's vio room for understanding
€ven for 3 view wessiah

if he came to L1:U.I' salvation

you would pus him in the {ire

had 3 wife who wouldu't tarry
very fond of heavy rock

rav off with a lead guitarist
left wae like aw undarned sock

whew | die | hope the ravens
beat the faxwian fo vy soul
hake wy darts and it this §|’ro
best of three collects wy dole



| hank marvin

havk marvin

we 3ll did

with cricket bats

it front of 3 wirror

iv our bedroowms
after school
1 hank wirvivved

uite regularly
wy wother nearly caugh’r we
wirat were you domg
nothing wium
cricket bat still warm
| Yiank wiatvivmed
uviashawed|
o e bed sonsetimes
standing u
I knew The dance steps
| +hou§h{ Id grow out of it
mam

but the oﬂner daul
when she was out
they played apache
ow the radio
and | hank warvivined
in the livivg room
] sfralgln’revned the place out
afterwards
but somehow she found out
I'd beewnr seen
you vk warvinned ?

She made we burn Hne cricket bat
avu-J see 3 ps ulcl/ua rist

+o 2 spec | group iow
owce 2 week
they give us all cricket bats
ad Black{rewed sFedacles
and we Whave fodo it
hav%k w‘iarvm P
in front of ever
it's Pa*heixc ? g
half a dozen wen
in their late thirties
cricked bats in hands
spectacles on
doing the dance steps
grivviing ma\nelu\
Shadows

of our forwer selves




the funeral of a young man

akes colne white colne
earls colne and colne engaine
rainwashed green in €arly summwer
2sl cqclc howie 3gain
past the chappel visduct

ovwlu[ wiewories will rewain
wakes colne white colne

earls colve 3vd colne €ngaine

at the church- st peter's halstead

cu‘c\e oil on trouser le

hulwms were harcllul wiade To measure

service strictly off-1he- pe

always worse whew it's 2 Young Wiz

wheezed av older wowan's voice

yes | '}hough{' - 3 decent send-off
our wioney take your choice

sleep forever v the ravuprd

at the eastern edze of fown

foxic yew 1rees- raised umbrellas

€h51i5h weather - pouring down

hed been chef awnd Id been porter
font of cricket kind o me
s’rrsmgc the Mvﬁf Hrat You temember

liked 2 song bt1 iki dee

working iv 3 narrow .‘Ai‘}c"ICVI hed beevi ill - | got 2 phone call
deefened by the redio now I'm cycling”in the rain
shouted jokes and wiuddled orders wakes colvie é\ni%g colvie
-la.b\e five- 3w ouﬁo carls colvne and colne engaine
different blokes ov di ergvﬂ’ wages had 1o borrow Shirt and jackd
wrakes wie sorry vow | think he'd be laughing like 3 drain
he was bnvfm& up 2 {amily wakes colne white colne

| was spending wine on drink earls colne and colvie engaine

nineteen wiles {row howe 1o halstead
vineteen wiles then back again

had the notion that exertion

wight stave off potential pain

cowing howe | passed 3 postiman
and we spoke s c%clis’rs will

asked wie was | iv 3 hurry?

ouly Yo be \iviws still

pas’: e chappel viaduct
O\nlt1 WIEWIOTIES (3V TEWRIV
wakes colne white colve
earls colne avd colne engaive



abottle of youth

ad 3 bottle of youth | carried about
| shook it up till the cork cawe out
I ook 3 Swig - it fasted sweet
I spilled 2 bit in wardour street

it trickled down to leicester square

and left 3 pool of wewries there

had » botle of youthn

just laid on we

it seemed to blur wiortali

clear and good it bore my viBme
and all wq friends got one the same
it cured {ear and banished doubt

WE never saw it running out

Id 3 botile of youth

govie Wialfway down

and drunk om it | owned the fown

| kview the world awnd it knew me
awnd vio change due et | could see
| wrote that riff | banged the drum
| viever heard those s Tangers cowe

&ot 2 buottle b[ou+h
with sowe left still
lowlq fake it if tw ill

and since my friends have gove o ground

} viever have fo pass it round
S0 wiser vow | watch and think

2s all these s%mvgers waste their drink.

ringo starr

ingo starr rivgo starr

vodding dog i beatles car
dingle drumwier- \udwigki’:
kep§ the beat and senig 2 bit

rivigo sterr ringo starr

\A‘ng to let hiw§ near guﬂ'ar
wrester of $he Yows-tom roll
wan-ow\q escaped 4he dole

ringo starr riygo starr

clinking cowbells- four each bar
feenage wiewrories cowm.§< back
ok vio- it's the ringo trac

rivgo starr ringo sharr

b:éer an dagve clark by far
never scemed fo be as gear
ouce he had his oww career

ringo starr vivgo sterr
dicfg {he druwms ow drive wiy car
Yook a glammy seccond wxﬂe

- having Wed 3 bhard day's life



thorpe market

€ bric-a-brac and gaudy tack
of any geveration
are sold for penmies wot for pounds
3t thorpe- le- soken station
and kept in circulation

Yhe portrait of king edward swings
i creaking celebration

and peels by the publs'c house

at Hhorpe-le-soken station

in which they serve libation

then plant and flower auctions

iv rusting iron sheds

are filled with essex faces

on weathered turnip heads

from clacton or frow foos

with their end-of-winter colds
who bid 3t thorpe-le-soken

{(;r 2 box dvf‘d wiari ?lds .
at one pound € ? eighty-{ive”
nive F:;olhg§? 17e8 ‘1{
they stick at one pound vinety
and sod the auctioncer

who glances over Walf-moon specs
with"keen and practised eye

at hardu.1 avuv:uzr ardeviers

who won't be boist so high

and paperbacks laid up in stacks
defyivg your covcentration

are found ow trestles ten-a-pound
at fhorpe-le-soken station

Sowe still i Pubh’caﬁom

Hhre prices paid for literature

imwuve here fo inflation

where barbara cartland lies with Joyce
ot thorpe-le-soken station

for Your i wiagination

but desPHc Yhe april sunshive
Phere's an cas*erlq which wields

3 culting edge 1o chill you

from the thorpe-le-soken fields

and there beneath the conker tree
in quiet resiswaﬁoh ’
e 'fraders qurn their collars up

at fhor pe-le-soken station ‘
and curse their occupa%fon

the wialtings by the railyard
Hhe le nggsaq‘:!’r plain 1
wiake wialt for double diawond
ou'll read if from the rain
ou can swell it in the wmarket
ou can taste it in the raiv
aund it lingers in Your wosirils
Hll ulou're nearly home 3g3in

Hren warket wowiens' wartive eyes
are closed v concemiration

fo fakly hkiv:gs in the pub

by thorpe- le-soken ststion

3 fricky operation

aud | wiay have 3 drink or two
devil's embrocation

| like fo watch the trains &o by

3t thorpe- le- sokewn station

and wiss wiy destination.



poll fax collector

fell v love witha poll fax collector

she stood at my front door

waiflike in her raincoat

hair like golden straw

her eyes were sage-flower Sapphires
She shivered in the rain
and | knew 3s | asked her in for tea
that the system had won dgain

| fell in love with 3 poll tax collector
and she in love with we

He owlq vame | knew her by
was 127b

| didw't want to rush +\m'ngs

I said | couldw't pa

but | prowised I'd consider

if she called 3gain next day

Hell in love with a poll fax collector
Polih'cai disgrace

| raived my unsound kisses

on her lovely upturned face

oh 197b, ok 127b

she liked dub Teggac and exrly clash
the sewme as we

everytime she came to wind

wmy principles would welt

| dared not Hell the awti-poll tax

ugion how | felt

this was vot infatuation

thais was sowething wild and free

when | fell v love with 2 poll ax collector
and she in love with wie

it 50+ fo be ridiculous

she'd come round every da

we'd wiske loye in the \Mz\qew

thew 1'd refuse 1o pay ‘
she'd fix we with those lovely eyes

with just 3 hint of pain

saqims very well Haen mr viewell

'l have to call 3o

she'd s%raig\q’rem up her clothing
I'd wiske a cup of {ea

it was love in ten nstallwients
127 b and we

I explained | had vio wione

we were meeting wiore and wiore
when e bailiffs took wy bed away
we did it on the floor

we did it in the 6°erdew

if raining- i e shed

the passion so consumed us
we hardly wissed Hhe bed

| fell in love with a poll +ax collector

it ended tragicall

shie lost hier husband aud her job

courtesy of wme

2 bloke has taken over viow

doivg her old rounds p
awnd shill they hiaven't got wm o sowethin uvids
so darlin ifb’ulou.'re ou&gjk)lnere\1 ! i
here's 2 joke for you - . ... L

what have pelicons | toucans swd Hhe cowxwlumi{ul
charge office got i cowmon?

ey cavi dll shove their bills up Hheir arses.



a brush with death

B incidentally . . . .,

B8 | saw ms. death the other doy
g she looked kviackered s ever
WY pale and scruft

she doesw't look after herself

is what | reckon

she'd just been fo sec old wirs. jawmes
in the high street

| said to éer

well | haven't seen you for sowme time
she told wme she'd popped in

Ohce or twice

bul I'd been out

so shed stroked the cat

and left

fold wie she'd got 3 lot onn at the wowent
what with the middle east

avd america vind Hhat

said she'd been ow 3 holiday fh‘gl«ﬁ
to Spain

and in Serwany

ow 3 fraiv.

then down 3 wmine v france.

her )'ob certainly gets her about

so whewn are You covm'wg to sec me ?
| asked her.

told we there was 3 bit of 3 stack up
ot present

and Het | was way down the list

but that shed be around

n time

we were both iv-a-bit-of-a- rush

she had to nip up -Haeéewera\ hosPihl
to sce someoune i inféusive care
and | \nd 1o &0 howme
o burl1 wiy cat.




miss |, holden

B UppoS!
g Y ! warried thegirl
g, v the building sociely
B wiss | holden
&5 |un . . . | leter found out
with her cfc. hair
and her strong leanings
Towsrds mrwrg% 6
with her grey sun
and her ruffy blouse
ot oo high heels.
su Posins ljus* woke up
and found myself warried fo her?
how would we gd on?
could | bring wayself 1o like,
her lioviel richie cassetles?
her jackie collins books ?
her daily wieil feminism?
her- mrs-thatcher- wiay- be
3- cownp\e%e- psu)chopam
but-she-says- what- she- thinks-views?
how would I cope with

goivxg 1o florida

for two weeks sunbathing?
what would 1 do

while dywasty was on tv.?
whst about =ex?

| cxpcc{- I'd have to

fake 3 shower {irst

awnd ultimetely

there wmight be 3 baby

\ then Id ée forced’

1o 20 1o the christening
aund talk with the wowmen
about job ProsPeds

. . ® . - 8w s . .« " »
* ® § ¢ ° 3 g o ® 3 s W . N
. .-. . -‘. » 0 9 ° .‘o LN
s . .
’f’ . ..' .'I.-‘I.‘ LI ‘.‘
. o . . . o s & & - « u

with the wien

about cars and footbsll

the snswer wu'g\n% be

3 cow'pu’ter course

then while Iy wes ot home
nursing liHle lionel

| could be on the 6.15

from colchester fo liverpool street
in my burton raivncost

and hepworth suit.

&oing o work in covau’rers
somewhere in londow

and dreamin

of doing the square lawn

of our iarraﬁqhomc

with 2 {\U‘WIO .....

on sundasys

there would be 3 lunchitime pint
or driving in the car

Yo her muwm's.

I would sensibl

vot be uwnder- vwsured

wiske sure of the best buys
&o to the freczer centre

ke up d.i.ui.

be advewturous v gbg:

by eeHive some ks

0\:1 éc .suéjec%.

P3y lynn liHle com liments
about her hair

still give bher velentivie cards
&res b‘g oVIES

with agiaw} shivy rayon heart
and 3 pre- written WIESSHRE .
build 3 shelf

for baby things

while she read” her catalogue
Yes | think perhaps



| could be c1u.i+e convicing,
for a while
but what would happen
if | cracked ?
su.pposivz§ shie came howie ovieda
and found wme completely naked
in the gardew
except for » viapoleon hat ?
beiw5 whesled round the 53\‘d€vx
on 2 swall trolley
pullec by two sheep
and shouting with laughter
or what would' Weppen
if | furvied 4he spare bedroow
into the fewple of ra
infed sym ols owv the walls
E?;.med incense
aud took stromg hallucivogenies
chanted wianiras late on %ursdaw‘ nights
and had spiritual experiences ?
how would she cope
with vnow’c\nlq sufi weekends
or rebir’rhiwg
iv our livin moma =
supposing | lent the garden s
fo 2P?\-ew§4-via{ wavneée lesbian
who weeded to {iviish her vovel ?
would lyvn wivd ?
| hivk she would
her parents
wir and wirs' holdew
wost certainly would
they would be owto Heir solicitor
like » shot.

finding out what could be dowe.

lice awnd psulclaia’rris{'s w-i(g\/d cowie,’
Yy would be tearful
but deterwiivied vow

I'd lose wiy job

the two sheep and wiyself

the french-vistmamese lesbian vovelist
we'd 3ll be howeless. '
and even though

| never wiarried wiiss 1. holden

from the building societ
| can't forgive berfor Hhat.

R NN ST il
"/l.o.-".O.'...o.l.O-'.-.-.-.-.-.I‘D.'."I-O."" .-.n. '.'o‘..
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gary reckons

[ ary reckons two-be-four

e enough to do e job

but whew you cowe o ang Hhe door
fnt's specialist

g‘arol reckons

ny feckons whiat we need
is soft and sharp and sowe cement
Haen vot 4o wet- Yo wiake 3 screed
and keep it level
&ty reckons

Y reckons rownn sl
§md‘1prfceless ho*wastv;ﬁra’r it was
e guwmor kept it quict @ h
v c'?slé le s’rgppeg us s
&y reckons

ry veckons they could wiske
ésa step . . . the ‘:"chacolo ists
cos coven‘ma up? whole wiosaic
Hnt's saert €ge
&ory reckons

ry reckous bt old boffin
§:;R ing round the other jaq

said it was 2 rowan coffiv
in the skip
&y reckows

?arq reckons it's 2 slnwe

0 covicrete over rowawv ear

but there you are - were vot to blawme
it's time and woney

Zery reckons

2 Tour

wo soldiers wives
ood friday shoppin
l§adiv»5 up ':‘ Taxi }Zsb 8
outside tescos talkin
wiy husband
has done two
tours of viorthern ircland
ove of them said
3 curious choice of word
3 tour
was it like
3 coachload of boisterous young wen?
Weppy with hold-3lls
waving out of windows
sillu‘ Wats and sunglasses
Singing on country roads
past beautiful lakes
avd sleepy farmbouses?
or was it like
2 rockband tour 7
condowss under coach seats
\hanzovers
broken zuitar strin
and bi}ssof silver F;&:)spcr
what did the wowisn wicaw
by tour ?



p

€gs akimbo here he comes
axiw§ orgavis 5mashim§ drums
wmur erl'wg bals and €3 ng 8lass
showing off his spotty arse

the wild wian of pop

brcal«ivzg legs avd slhshing Wands
raking chest with shattered stonds
Wnkivu& films sbout himself
&oing out with &irls of twelve

the wild wan of pop

cras\m‘wg iv his privafe plane
hooveriwg up the world's cocaivie
\naving fights i scuzzy bars
Setting fire to new guiters

the wﬁd wian of po P

sensitive ? it breaks his hesrt
when his chainssw doesw't stort
wioney isw't vy buffer

for the way he has fo suffer

we're just norwml- viot like him
couldn't kvow the pain lre's ‘;w .
shaggivg drinking plauing the io
\nas§ogdogi¥ -ibs Mgisfj'og 6 )
the wild wiam of po P




5 raget-ROgdw—=wmm
Wivenhoe Essex "CO79DT
October 6th.1990

,.‘)

Hallo Joachim,
: Itm very sorry I haven't been in touch
mwith youe: I 'got a lot of inspiration to write-poems

vandiit doesn't come very often, I've got enough for a
book nowa: I've been mailing it off ‘to publlshers. I've
'already got two rejectionse...but they read one out
‘an national radio last month and I got a poem mentionéd
in’ a national newspaper last week,

Money has been in shoxrt supply but never mind. Now wemust
start thinking about this booklet of the Cleaners lyrics

and information,

Not all of the lyrics look good on paper. Which lyrics

do you think are most important to send?

Write back soon and I'll start sending stuff to you. Also
has there been any reaction to my new cassette? I must
confess I haven't been doing a lot of music lately...except
for the odd performance round the area here.

I'm going to be doing a lot of performance poetry in the
next few months and I guess when the cold weather comes

and I can't work outside I'll probably start recording
again,It's good to have a rest from music and re-charge

my batteries. This year I took a really bad kicking

from the music industry. The pain hasn't quite gone yet.

In May I tried to find a manager. I had a lot of good
newspaper clippings and a vides documentary, and I'd been

on television about 6 times in 6 months. I got appointments
with some gquite big mangers, In nearly every case,theyknew
who I was or they'd seen me in the papers or on television,
But they all said...yes we know who you are.,..we know people
think you're good but we can't or won't help YOu, In one case
the guy was really friendly and then suddenly one day I
couldn't get past his secretary. I began to wonder if I

was being sabotaged....then I thought...No if I'm getting
that paranoid and if I care that much it's time to admit
defekt and go and do some gardening, But the thought still
remainsSe.....L've made a few enemies over the years, Enogkh

people who would like me to stay in the cold in 038€ c-«

N oy



«eol got rich enough to employ a good lawyer and come

looking for my old royalties., Plus I'm not quite respectful
enough to them maybe, OB the other hand maybe none ofthis

is trues, Maybe I'm just too old/too difficult and nog

polished enough., It was like I banged at the door,..then kicked
the door...then pounded it with my fists before I collapsed

exhausted., Then while I was lying there panting...thedoor creaked

open slightly....I got up and went over to it.....rhemn a boxing
glove on the end of a stick knocked me down again, ''hat's
what happened earlier this yeaxr...and of course Nelson
went off to join HNew Médel Army. Well some good has come out
of this.,I got a good cassette and I've finished my book.
I was digging a drain for an old doctor the other day and
I thought...Captain Sensible is in Ibiza on holiday....and
Giles Smith is intexrviewing famous pop stars and buying a house
And Nelson is in New Model Army and 1'm digging a fucking
drain in the cold wind., And I started laughing., The old
doctor came out and looked at me laughing and he must have
thought . I was a bit mad or something...and maybe I ame
Anyway in spite of all this I'm feeling pretty good now with
plenty do do and plenty of wild new ideas and ten cigarettes
and a bottle of cider and two mad young sheepdogs and a pagan
witch to sleep besides.
So send me a létber and tell me what you think and what
you're doing out thereeseceeces A

Yours in the middle of autumn




paget road November the 5fh

Hallo Joachim,

Here's 2 surprise...
some song lyricsS.....some bits from
my old dbaries.....some photographs,..
the negatiges from the original
Cleaners l.p. photographs....(please
send photos and negatives back)s...also
some odds and ends....You should be able
to make a start from all this., If there
are any specific song-words which you
still want,...drop me a2 line and ('ll
send them to you. L hope this lot
makes you happy and that you have enough
for a booklet,...write back

all the besk 5 Paget Road wivenhoe

magic-mishroom mssex COT9uT

Y Hartin December 3rd 1968

Hallo Joachim,

Here's another surprise. Nearlyx all the lyrics
you.asked for., A few I didn*t send for various reasons,
As @9; mentioning Herr seller, The best things is to say
nothing...or as the now defunct Mrs, vhatcher would say
WStarve him of the oxygen of publicity" If you want a
foreword....Yes L'11l do it,..but not now., rirst assemble tlie
booklet and then xkmwxsend me a rough copy ofit and L'11l
write a foreword nearer to its completion when . know what
shape it will be, rerhaps Giles sSmith and 1ol ~lliott might
write a few words if . ask them too,
Lol, fell 60 feet off a roof recently after eating 200
magic mushrooms, He was trying to get a2 better look at

. the moon and slipped-he wasn't trying to fly or anything.
He was very lucky and only injured his legs.
L'm very very busy....doing gardening....and there's a good chance
that & will have a book of rock poetry out next year but it’é
not certain as usual, 1'm also helping out with this Ziggy
Stardust concert and doing gigs and writing songs so....
L hope you appreciate how much ot 2 brain strzin it was
trying to rememvber old songs from eighl'years ago.

Write back if you need anything else, I may even consider

coming to uvermany to do some concerts to promote myself,

Do you think people would come to see me?

Write
All the best

AL

¢



KODAK 5053

5 raget nd.
Wivenhoe
Essex CO79DT
U.K,

Eallo Joachin,

thanks for sending
the letter and the strange
collection of money, i've been

very busy the past few months.

I've begun to make a name for
myself as a performance poet
nationally.

A national newspaper runs

one of my poems. every monthp
and I've been doing a lot

of readings, For June however

I need to do a lot of gardening
I'm really looking forward to
seeing the (Cleaners booklet,

By co-incidence.,..a small booklet
of my poetry is also being prepezred
for publication this weekend.

Stay in touch. Let me know
whatever you want me to write

in addition to what you've got.

21l the best

el /‘/—7/’—)

{YAQOM

”~




5 raget noad wivenhoe wssex COTIDT

Hallo Joachim,
Thanks for sending me the rough copy. Do you

want it back? I can send it but 1 guessed it was for my reference.

L enclose the missing list of records and tapes, which is now
complete as far as L know., There is some talk of a live

poetry e.pe but it's only talk at the moment., I have a little

book of poems out soon, 1'll send you a copy. It's A5...about

20 pages but very well designed.

he poetry is going very well at the moment, L recently did

a gig with Dave utewar’ of wmurythmic's Jband...yBe ,piritual Cowboys
and L'm doing a poetry spot soon at ule .arquee, A lot of

people seem to really like my poetry and i'm getting more

well known than L was as a musician.

mnclosed are some very recent photos taken by a very good
young lrish-woman called Aideen McConville, She took them
in a pub,where she felt . would be more natural,I'm looking
quite old nowe. Lt shocks me when 1 look at earliexr photos.

1 guess age comes to all of us.

Also enclosed are my rhoto comments,which are numbered and
a foreword,which was as honest as 1 could be, You should
maybe geite an introduction yourself ox get someone else to

do it for an outside perspective on what the Cleaners were,are,

rhe handwriting of the lyrics is very good and seems to
suit them.

As for the live namburg tape, I didn't even know it existed

until a few weeks ago. Lt sounds a bit rough to me-although

it was a good gige

whanks for the dollars...they were quite useful when . had

no cashe

et me know if there's anything celse you need,

Cheers

T

martin

T






i _prince of the winfer

hid away all the summer
1 sought the shade of the frees
but [ left my hide
when sep’rev;lber fell doww
I was looking for lost and golden dreams
Iarge sat the woon ow 2 hillside
leaves were all turning to fire
avd | ran around v 3 wind sent to kindle
Wy prisover spirit into desire
| saw the prince of the winter
just for a second or two
ere in Wy eye when | looked in the wirror
he was alling to me
and calling to You



5 S
im frihjah n CLEANERS-song,
es war "love in vain" von der "midnight cleaners"-cassette. ich war

. fasziniert von der frische und leichtigkeit dieses songs aber auch

davon, mit welch cinfachen mitteln solche musik entstehen konnte.

ich schricb martin spontan cinen bricf und bat ihn um sein o.k.

CLEANERS-cassctten in mein damals noch winziges vertriebspro-

- gramm aufnchmen zu diicfen. ich durfte...

.. s war in jenen cassettenhochtagen cin leichtes 1 - 200 kopien ei-

ner CLEANERS-cassette zu verkaufen und ich schwirmte (noch auf
, jahre hinaus) bei dem gedanken, martin (und anderen musikern) mit-
tels cincs wohlorganisierten vertriebsnetzes eine lebensgrundlage zu
bicten. es macht mich zuweilen noch heute traurig, daB dies nie bzw
{ nur schr unzureichend gelang... es machte martin traurig - und wic

% er sclbst sagte auch bitter - daB er dies ziel auch mit zahlreichen [
. ausfltigen in die vinylwelt nicht erreichte. daB er diescn frust immer §
" wieder bekimpfte und auch Uberwand, bescherte ihm phascen von kre-

ativitit und spiclfreude, uns einc lange reihe gelungener popsongs... #

wic oft habe ich schon martins musikalischen durchbruch vorausge- i

. sagt - und nie ist was draus geworden... es lag gewiB nicht an mar=

.. - tins fihigkeiten, cher an scinem notorischen miBtrauen der musikin-

™ dustrie gegeniiber, noch mehr an seiner weigerung, sich deren ein-

&, flussen und manipulationen prei ben. und d h werde ich wei- 4
terhin daran glauben, daB cr eines tages von seiner musik leben kann -

M Tuf ind'ircktcm wege soll dieses booklet dazu einen kleinen beitrag

cisten!

;.i o

.- ganz herzlich danken mochte ich heiko fur seine groBe hilfe ( er
“it; Ubernahm u.a. die "schdnschrift" der texte sowie dic gestaltung
o, des umschlags und der mittelseite)...

und nattrlich "thanx very much" an martin selbst, sowohl fir dic
¢ zahlrcichen briefe mit texten,fotos,zeitungsausschnitten ctc. als
j auch fur seinc wunderschdne musik.., g .
=3 Ry .

4 1.05861 — 7496
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