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SUE LYN BAND="CULTURE SHOCK"
CHATTA SOUND RECORDS CHAST 001
Available from Roger Chatterton,38 James St,
Cambridge,CB1 1HX. £2.99 C46

Make no mistake,the golden age of pop,long
thought to be extinct (especially by old men
who want to believe their youth was better
than yours) is getting a recall. From the
opening "Controlled birth/Deathtrap",the band
wails,the gorgous vocals,the impeccable song
arrangements & the raw boned soulful message
it emotes-'Culture Shock' has a power & mome-
ntum which reminds me why I started listening
to music in the first place! It walks with
its head held high,surrounded by a brightnesse

ture

A NEW DIY CASSETTE INFORMATION SERVICE

since the demise of 'Garageland' in the NME,the reduction of 'Your cassette pet' in Sounds
& the loss of interest in the independent cassette medium by the other major music weeklies,
our future as cassetteers has been placed firmly in our own hands. This magazine performs a
stalwart task of reviewing our latest offerings,but opportunities for advertising our wares
elsewhere are beth limited & costly when compared with the number of sales made. The use of
independent distributors is self-defeating unless the tape becomes very popular,as their own
mark=up price discourages sales. I would like to compile a price list including as many tape
labels as possible (& how to obtain them),to be distributed free of charge through some ads
in the music press. The cost of the project will be funded by all those labels wishing to be
included. This service may also be used to distribute publicity literature far more easerly
% economically than by labels sending them to potential buyers on their mailing list. It is
not intended to use this project as a profit making scheme in itself & so as much
co=-operation as possible will be welcomed. Any interested labels pleaee contact me as soon
as possible. A SAE will be appreciated. Contact Steve Lockley,"Pegasus Music",85 Swadlincote
Road,Woodville,Burton-on-Trent,Staffs,DE11 8DB.

XENA ZEROX-"THE DEMO...HAPPINESS IS A SWIVEL
CHAIRT

After finally managing to extract themselves
from their RCA contract which they obtained by
reaching the finals of the "Battle of the
Bands" competition,Xena Zerox are at last
independent. This three track demo is truely
magnificent. The band at one time seemed in
difficulties~their single "Seconds/This is
your life" RCA 54,was like a jewel thrown into
mud,several sparkling facets weighed down by
sludge & slimejthe tape shows them out in the
sun with a vengeance. Appropriate that this
should come out as rays temporarily replace
—— - p— ceninieiodl grey for the first time in this miserable
British year. The message from this uplifting,heartening glint is that it's summer in the mind
if you want it. Barbed hooks spring out of every conceivable space,a touch of Eighties
psychedelia gets the going weird when it needs to & the beat is always boisterous thanks to
bassist Martin Allenston,drummer Doug Keating,the tight,taut,riffing guitars of Nigel Evans &
Ruby Schlienger's exceptional voice. Put quite simply,it's a classic!

Xena zerox

All available from Lotte Lawrence,Stack Orientation,29 Shimoikeda Kitashirakawa Sakyo Kyoto
606 Japane. Skating Pears is a Kyoto,Japan based independent cassette label to encourage & to
: increase alternative & new wave bands there.
They also provide a distribution service for
other cassettes/cassette labels.
NOIZUNZURI-"FIGURE & GROUND"
SKATING PEARS SP=001 CS50
First album from this unique band that have
been performing for two years. The "Noh Beat"
with which_the members label their music is
representative of Kyoto bands. It provides
further evidence,if that were needed,of the
Japanese connection in the new scheme of things
loose percussive patterns trace an opengaiét
experiment that's sparse & compelling. It's
industrial folk music for the technological age
plodding with such a slow & heavy plod that's
truely exceptional.
VARIOQUS-"B=LIVES.1"
A SPURGSTTR
SKATING PERRS SP=002 CS0
Superbly recorded & packaged,this tape of 7
different electronic bands captured live at
"dege-Bee's" bar & cafe where there are weekly
performances by 'bands' who haven't access to
appearing at 'mainstream' clubs. It's part one
of a series with others promised soon. My own
favourite is T.Furukawa's "So sweat quark soup"
it's a hauntingly delicate piece that's similar
to Robert Fripp's frippertronics & Philip Glass
minimal keyboard-worke Beautiful stuffi It all
: points to a healthy developement that just has
H"m«.u#ﬂc.bwﬂm to be encouraged. Another wonderful track is
i Psycho Teatre's "Unknown title"-the list is
endless!
DRIED CELL=-"LEIRAPHERA GRISEANA"
SKATING PEARS SP=003 CS0 i
Difficult to describe the brilliant benefits
of a tape made so specifically for the video
soundtrack,but this is big,bouyant & blasts
through with a surge of optimistic energy. It
has wonderful intricate synthesiser patterns
sweep the landscape. They're tricky,slippery &
unfailingly irritating. Experimental music
recorded live at "Sky" in Tokyo,improvised
music with FX Bass & the manipulation of tape.
Dried Cell are a unit made up of Sato Kaoru of
EP=4 & Nozawa Makoto of Equale. All of these
are well worth further investigation.

NOIZUNZURI
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mc»rmq< OF FISH-"I THINK I'LL PAINT SOME-
THING & WATCH IT DRY"
MUSIC FOR MIDGETS MFMF 13
Available from Frazer Nash,40 Thompson Road, Q
Langley Green,West Midlandse £1.20 or a & §
blank C30 + saee. 1
With vocals,kazoo,violin,organ,guitar etc W&~
the dynamic duo of Gareth & Colin are joined [EH
by an 'Original Bombay Duck',Pete. At a LYY
recent SIIYE mag meeting somebody said that
any group that's party to such po-faced
pretentiousness should seriously consider
collectively seeing a psychiatrist! Me? I
love it!
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BRUSSELS SPROUTING IN THE UK

Chris Williams has left Rough Trade & established the London office for five very different,

independent Belgium record & tape companies. The last year has seen the rise of many fine &
interesting musical outlets & it's great that some of them have finally found a British
distributor (at cheaper UK prices). The companies involved are CASABLANCA MOON:who are the
leading Belgium (independent) record distributor. CRAMMED DISCS:who release discs by various
musicians. from the UK,France,Holland,Isreal,USA & mmmmpca. LES DISQUES DU CREPESCULE swho seem
to be the most well known of all these labels. They seem to be very fond of issuing numerous
compilations which are usually composed of roughly equal parts worthy avant-gardiana,British
raincoat bands & utter drivel! FACTORY BENELUX:who are entirely seperate from Manchester's
Factory Records. They don't licence material but deal directly with the bands,doing original
recordings with them. Finally there's SANDWICH RECORDS :whose products consist of solely

Belgium acts on both records & cassettes ummm SIIYE No 12). Just send a sae to Chris & he will
forward a complete list of items available-102 Blandford Street,London W1 (01 935 8592). There

are also many other excellent products from Belgium including CASSETTE GAZZETTE. A cassette
review magazine similar to this one which has now reached five issues,all of which can still
be bought for £1 each (postage included). Although it's written in French there is an english
translation available at no extra cost. From Alan Demeure,10 Place de Mai,B-1200 Brussels,
Belgium. There are two other tape labels of note,INSA
are worth further investigation...I hope to have a fuller report on the Belgium tape scene in
the next issue of the magazine.

BENE_GESSERIT-"BEST OF"
BENE GESSERIT PRODUCTIONS BGOO6

Available from Insane Music Contact,
2 Grand=Rue,6190 Courcelles,Belgium. C30
Exquisite songs that are performed by the
Swiss duo on various toy instruments,casio
nachines & voices. These sounds are then
treated with some effects,like a flanger,&
the results are startling. "Hymne au ver"
builds into an epic soundscape similar to
Joy Division used to doe. "Kidnapping" is
magnificent=it's intelligent modern pop at
its best. The duo also have three other
tapes available from the same address. This
comes highly recommended.

VARIOUS="TRAX 1281-TECHNODEATH" Available from Vittore Baroni,Via Raffaelli 2,55042 Forte dei
Marmi,ltaly. This package comes in a plastic container & includes the cassette,together with

a couple of booklets (all written in Italian).& some other pieces of information. You may have

heard some of Vittore's previous releases under the title of "Lt. Murnau" that were released

in 1980 & 1981,if so you are aware that his products are of extreme high quality! As they tend
to sell rather slowly & the fact that there is no profit he finds it good to exchange tapes to

see what others are doing. The music on this cassette is a cross section of material that has
murmered moods & melodies to move you. Some of it is restful acoustic fretwork,restless
invention,it's tranquil stuff,often pretty,without being insipid,whilst other bits are really
a powerful mixture of unsettling electronic pieces that contain references to environments
such as factories,but which have been given a wrench so that the perspective is altered.

£ VARIOUS-"NUR HITS II"
Available from Gerhard Bytomski,Feldstra23,
2720 Rotenburg W,West Germany. £2 C60

This tape features more than 25 groups
from Germany & is just one out of 20 in the
Trust Tape catalogue. The hours worth of
recordings vary from out & out punk music to
some very good experimental stuff. Also in
the package is a small booklet (written in
German) which contains some information on
the bands etce. Send 1 IRC & you will obtain
an english written catalogue. The music is
very well recorded with some being live &
others studio. Recommended listeningl

MUSIC CONTACT & GRAFIKA AIRLINES. Both

Emnh|=nm>N< ABOUT LOVE"

I miss Wire! After the somewhat aimless
Gilbert & Lewis projects & the erratic
Colin Newman's "Singing fish" LP it's
something of surprise to have come across
this bootleg cassette at a recent So'ton
record faire. This tape is an excellent
companion to their recent retrospect LP
"Document & eyewitness" that was issued
by Rough Trade Records RT 29. Wire's
occasional lip-service to the avant-garde
is aptly demonstrated on this epic 15
minute BBC recording that was made for a
John Peel show (24.10.79). I remember at
the time Peel's comment that he 'came
down on the side of the people who regard -
it as being a brave attemptybut ultimately tedious!' Produced by John Etchells it's smart &
bright,built around a superfine bass riff which is spun out long enough to become hypnotice.
Added to this are understated keyboards,delicate cymbal work,strange horn sounds & haunting
vocals with one voice reciting lyrics against the other singing. There are distinct moments
when I'm reminded of The Pop Group at their restrained best! The instruments all pert &
sharp-clever enough to go for the odd angles & still a very danceable proposition. Oh,the
beauty of the beat. You've ever responded to mechanically,the most tantalising,enchanting.
I could be dancingeee.

LIVE SEX="FAULTY JAZZ"
AURAL WITNESS TAPES
Available from Peter Pick,Minstrel's
Gallery,Iford Manor,Iford,Nr Lewis,East
Sussexe £1.50 C90

Here they are,in all their honesty,
humility & humour! A magnificent tape that
has been selected from various improvised
recordings made last year. Undoubtably its
the saxes that are the highlight,but the
rest provide a solid support over which
the horns glide & floate. It's a truelly
superb tape that I'd highly recommend to
anyone interested in original musice

THE BPI HIT CHEAP IMPORTS
o .

The British Phonographic Industry-guard dog to the music business has recently jumped on
three importers & wholesalers in its continuing purge against cheap foreign imports. In the
High Court,Stage One (Records) Ltd.,Bullet Records & Rose Records each acknewledged dealing
in records purchased outside the EEC & as a consequence ‘agreed' to damages & costs of
£108,000 between theme e

The BPI is unable-under Community rules—to thwart imports from Common Market countries,but
for more than a year it has been warning through the trade press that it will fight records
purchased on the cheap from all other parts of the worlde Such non—EEC product,they argued,
was 'illegal' even though the law was not yet on their side. The actions brought & won have
given the BPI the precedent it neededeee

Simons Records who have a huge record emporium in an Oxford Street basement with a large
number of imported records had to pay up £} million recently as damages for unpaid royalties
on records which had been imported into this country.

The music business finally got its Parliamentry debate on the proposed new copyright laws.
It came in the House of Lords (April '82) when Lord Lloyd of Hampstead expressed the precise
sentiments of the industry & initiated an attack on last year's Government Green Paper. He
bauked,in particular,at the handling of the home taping guestion,accising the Government of
being lax in its support of copyright owners. The Government's answer to all this was that it
was still officially in a period of 'consultation'es.
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VARIOUS~"MUSIC FOR MIDGETS"

MUSIC FOR MIDGETS TAPES MFMP1

Available from Frazer Nash,40 Thompson Rd,
Langley Green,West Midlands. C60 (see page
8 for financial details etc)

A good sampler that takes most of its
material from the now deleted 'Convention
Tapes's All of the acts now have their
previous tape LPs released through Music
For Midgetse. It's nice that someone has
taken the time & trouble to retain these
items for our enjoyment instead of their
usual deletion bound horizone. Write to
Frazer enclosing a sae for his catalogue.

Music

POP FOR GUNS?7...80'S MUSIC AT 60'S PRICES

You are a person of alternatives,right? You read alternative papers,eat alternative food,
keep one eye on the environment & the other on the potiticians. So when you relax,dance or
entertain,what goes on your turntable? Alternative music? Wrong! What you are probably
listening to is five or six quids worth ofvinyl (o0il by—product often stock-piled by the
Americans & Japanese) imprinted for your listening pleasure with the ramalama of your choice,
courtesy of our marvellous music business. All this of course assumes that you are not one of
three (or is it really four?) million unemployed,in which case you can't afford five or six
quid for a slice of fashion-drenched plastic in an attractive sleeve. What can you do? Well,
you can dig out the old favourites (or maybe not so favourites now),listen to someone else's
sounds,or put up with the drivel foisted upon you by some lobotomoid DJ on ravishing Radio 1.
Apart from catching the odd band locally,or home-taping (& I'm not publicly advocating a
piracy collective-necessarily) when you are out of money you are out of touch,although you
could not be blamed for not wanting to be in touch these days. There is,however,an embrgponic
resistance to the establishment music business. The burgeoning independent record scene of
1977 was looking pretty good for a minute-until it got swallowed up or annexed by the major
record companies,but this could be the real thing. Whether or not it is,depends on you, the
waﬁm:mw\acwwnwm:. Due to the recent growth of cheap multi-tracking tape machines & cheap
local studios,it is now possible for comparitively small bands or artists to turn out an
inexpensive but quality recording,if they know what they are doing. This option also ensures
that the artist remains unhindered by the plethora of producers,managers & other onanists,who
may previously have had artistic control over performers by virtue of the fact that they &
not the artiste were picking up the bill.

DIY cassette recordings could become the order of the day,because all over the UK,bands with
simply no choice,are,out of desperation if nothing else,making & selling their own product.
The standards vary accordingly,& the content of a DIY tape can range from a 1=-2=3=4 punk
thrash & tortuous avant-garde obscurantism,right through to an Oldfield type neo=classical
meisterwerk., It is looking very promising—especially in the light of the fact that most of
these cassettes retail at around the fifty pence to two pound mark. One enterprising west
country band released a double-cassette for only one pound,by buying up old unsaleable
commercial cassettes (in this case David Cassidy) & recording over them. At the time of
writingya shop selling only DIY cassettes & calling itself "Utapia" has opened in Notting
Hill Gate,let us hope it flourishes. Why not local music by local artists for local people?
well,for a start it would clog up the wheels of capitalism & loosen the system's grip,&
naturally the record companies would not like it. The system,via the media,keeps us all
nicely drugged up with its own particular brand of soma,& it employs a legion mw‘mmwm (by the
time they reach us) artists,to give the product & its packaging the necessary injection of .
spirituality to convince us that we are still rebelling in our own way,or,as the NME nonxwmwp
set would put it "Dance,don't riot". One the rare occasions when something raw has broken in
to the national charts the establishment has simply ignored it. Hence,in Jubilee week 1977,
when The Sex Pistols achieved the grande coup of a chart No 1 with "God save the Queen",it
received no airplays or mentions,& according to the wall-charts in Eq Smiths & mmoﬁm record
departments,there was no number one record for that week. One thing is for certain,the

cassette revolution will not be televised!

1O

So how do the brave new aural gymnasts get the tunes out of their hearts & into your ears
without being either corrupted & watered down by the music business,or ripped off & eventually
disillusioned by the number of intervening sharks? Even the most well-meaning of performers
will succumb to the machine if they get hungry enough.

A few adventurous independent record shops will stock & even promote DIY cassettes if they
are sufficiently well motivated. Apart from the aforementioned "Utapia",several other small
concerns are valiantly trying to interest retailers & public alike in their wares,via home
grown catalogues. The most notable of these are F.Off of Notting Hill Gate,Sheep Worrying
Products of Bridgewater,Stick It In Your Ear Tapes of Southampton,& Leisure Sounds of Royston
Herts. I shall be compiling an information sheet soon,& hopefully corresponding with some of
these fellow deviants,as well as organising our very own "Bleed-the-business=dry" movement,
locally.

A small network of fanzines & alternative papers (published however sporadically) are now
beginning to run cassette ads & reviews,& even Sounds features the occasional DIY page which
is as much as we dare hope for from a national weekly,tied to the apron strings of the record
majors. One can only assume that they don't think home cassettes will catch one.

The only other way to sell your own products is hand-to-hand & word of mouth,or if you are a
working act,at gigs. Simple as it may appear it is not easy to convince your not-yet-
alternative public that the DIY cassette is fully kosher. A typical reaction will be "yeah=-not
bad,sounds just like a real record",& he or she will part with their money a mite more
reluctantly than they would if being told by the music press that their life will be enriched
by paying five pounds or more for a company producte. This,as they say,is the rub. We can only
tryeee&k tryess& try,because things are not going to get any better between now & Armageddon.
Interested? If you are a broke (or otherwise) would be listener,watch the fanzines,ask at the
more left-field record shops & talk to local bands. If you are a musician or a live poet get
out of your garrett & do it! If you want any information about cheap recording time,hi-speed
or real time duplication,or distribution,you can get it from me at the address below.

Hopelessly optimistic? Maybe,but if you are really thinking alternatives,here's food for
thought. The world's biggest recording organisation (EMI) is one of an estimated 8000 British
companies which earn part or all of their profits from the production of weapons,weapon
components or other military equipment (*source-C.A.A.T Campaign Against Arms Trade June 1981)
The dumb schmuck writing this was once (unknowingly at the time) signed to them for a few
months. See you at the record (s)hop!

Martin Newell. "Man at the off=licence tapes",Colne House,23 West Street,Wivenhoe,Essex.

INTRODUCING,
Bi1

INTERNATIONALE

BIZ INTERNATIONALE-"INTRODUCING..." Only my feet can review
thisees& they're too busyj;shimmying,slipping & sliding to a
place few reviewers dare tread. Heaven! After releasing two
excellent singles in a slightly different carnation,the new
8 piece band have produced this 6 track studio democ at the
Music Room,Wessex=Biz are a hurricane of style, Bright &
snappy with a host of ideas,it's subversive,seductive,with
more grit than a wedge of sandstone,it prowls like a school
of sharks just itching to chomp off a limb! & yet they've
never had a hity,suffering instead the small-label sickness
of poor promotion,negligible airplay & consequent oblivione
Maybe if they knew how to chum up to the "right" people in
the "right" scenes things might go more their way,but all
they seem concerned with is the opportunity to go on making
superb live performances=& more power to them for itl! Sharp
& shining with more than a little solid pop sense. Ronnie &
Ian's songs have combined the priceless enthusiasm of the
freshest pop group with something of the heroic & struck
upon a valuable purity. They transcend the putrid vagaries
of fashion & spurious favour,just got on with doing what
they pleased,& invented a mixture of penetrating comment,pop
accuracy,verbal magic,a certain kind of richness that is
calculated to do nothing but refresh the spirits! The brass
section "The Purbeck Horns" are delicate,brash,skilful, A
compassionateysophisticateds.sethe icing on the cake. Whether or not they break tHeir duck with
future 45S,they've already done enough to assure at least a few colourful stiches in rock's
rich tapestry. Unpick 'em while they're brighte..

ANEWNAMEINENTERTAINMENT
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THE HEDGEHOG & THE GIRAFFE="THE LISTENER".TOAST TAPES TLPOO1.60p or a blank C30 + saes from
Colin McGuigan, r Drive,Newtownards,County Down,Northern Ireland,BT23 4HH. The first tape
from Colin & his girlfriend,Barbara Black,is a departure from their more mainstream style (in
which they are known as "The Eggcups") & they play a lot of acoustic guitar,& more accessible
electronic pop. All of these Toast Tapes can also be obtained for a swop tape of your own
band etce THE HEDGEHOG & THE GIRAFFE-="MARVIN HAS ALWAYS FANCIED BEING A CHAIR".TOAST TAPES
TLP0OO2.65p or a blank C30 + sae from the above address. This is very similar to the first LP
tape mentioned above,& it contains some interesting ideas. I particularly like the opening
track "Metric milestones" together with "Walk on water". It's a real shame that the sound is
not of a little better quality,but don't let that detract you from this continually demanding
work. THE EGGCUPS~"THE HEDGEHOG & THE GIRAFFE".TOAST TAPES TLPOD3.65p or a blank C30 + sae
again from the above address. This suffers from poor quality at times & it's likely that the
final version will have a re-recorded versions of "Hard rock" & "I call your name". I must
admit that this is my favourite Toast Tape! It has 7 tracks that are all good,one of which is
The Beatles' "I call your name", Fabulous stuffl Colin mentions in his letter that if anyons
sends for a copy of the first Eggcups LP (TLPDO3) by the blank C60 method,they will also get
a long instrumental track entitled "Early spectacles" as a free bonus. There is also another
tape "Mhafbac" C30 available for 65p or a tape of your own bande

HARRY ZANTEY-"SLEEP"

CODED INFORMATION CASSETTES

Available from 366 New Cross Road,London
SE14. This thirty minute cassette consists
of two extended improvised electronic pieces
performed on an EMS AKS synth. It's similar
to the labels previous release "Krang Music"
& is yours for £1.50 + sae,or a blank C30 +
sae. I've heard it described as ‘'industrial
to the experimental to the Beefheartian mode
of music or whatever!' John hopes to also
release a tape of Australian experimental
bands shortly. More information can be got
from Flat A,110 Shirland Road,London W9,

THE REZILLOS-"ARE YOU READY TO ROCK?"
This just dropped through the letter-
box one morning with no information
except for the Edinburgh postmark,so I
assume that it's a bootlege Which is a
real shame because it includes some
excellent live material from the OGWT
(29.9.78)="Destination Venus/Get me
aoE:\3< baby does good sculptures",
together with 2 John Peel sessions—
(18.1478)="No/My baby does good.../Top
of the noum\ﬂww:n amongst yourselves",
(8+6.78)="Cold wars have cooled me down/§¥
Destination Venus/I can't stand my baby,
Somebodies gonna get their head kicked
in tonight". If anyone has some more
information about this cassette please
get in touch.

THE EVE oup
Available from Rough Trade Mailorder,202
Kensington Park Road,lLondon W11.C30 £2

A 1980's "Principle Edward's Magic Theatre".
It consists of four of the prepared tapes they
use live at their 'multi-media' gigs,that are
remixed & with added itemse. Exciting,humourous
& refreshingly unpretentiouse The Event Group
manage to stimulate! It's infinately more
enjoyable than most grisly soundtracks that go
under the somewhat dubious label (which seems
to be evermore common) ‘experimental music'.
This tape has been out for quite a long time
now so I suggest you write to enquire if it's
still availablee..

VARIOUS="ULTIMATE VISIONS SUPPRESSEDY"
BROKEN SKULL TAPES=SKULL 003
Available from 147 Moulsham Street,
Chelmsford,Essex,CM2 OLD. £1.60 or a swop
for your own worke

A good fifteen band/individual sampler
with contributions from some well known
DIY artistis. I particulary like the R.Nib
track "Bogharp" together with Dead on
Arrival's "Murder school". Although the
tape is a little lacking qualitywise,it is
infact certainly worth investigation. There
are a lot of other tapes available from the
above address & info can be obtained for a

Saee

KEVIN AKITT Both of these tapes are available from Kevin at 31 Oxford Street,Workington,
mﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂlﬂﬂmmr TO REAL"™ E1 C60, Side one features 9 songs from the excellent new wavers,
THE TRANSISTOR SISTERS. All of their material was written by Kevin,& the stand-out track
for me is "American dreams mk 1", The second side has two of his other bands-JIME LAPSE
who are a rock band & XL5 who claim to be Workington's first punk bandd It's recommended
listening & well worth £1. "RELATIVE RELATIVITY" is Kevin's second cassette LP release &
he plays all the instruments,sings the songs,& did his own recordings. Again it's a c60
& only costs £1« He uses various Casio keyboards,& guitars which sound to me as though
they have been double-tracked. Super pop music that is highly recommended listeningl I'm
looking forward to his next project,whatever it may be. It's bound to be goodees

idid idid=-"MOLOKO PLUS/MOLOKO MINUS DUB" Available from Paul Carter,31 St Catherines Road,
Eastleigh,Hants. £1.50 C20. A warm atmospheric wash that just has to be listened to on stereo
headphones. Reactions from entranced people listening on a personal hi-fi in the pub have
produced words like ‘hypnotic' & 'psychedelic' & comparisons to Laurie Anderson's "Oh superman"
early Human rmmmcm\<mw<mﬂ Underground/Van der Graff nm:mnmwon\zmc\ﬁmcmﬂ etce. What does it all
mean? Actually,it's a different kind of electronic dance music to all others at the momentj;a
waltz (& no latin american influences whatsoever!). The tongue-in-cheek lyrics run around in
circles,overlay,change & break up as the whole thing builds up to a climaxe..More a melodrama
than a song. John Haywood's Avenue Studio has again produced another gem! Recommendeds.

THE STUFF="MIND BENDER/69"

ot

STUFF LABEL S5

Available from Martin Rawlinson,105 Central
Hill,Upper NorwoodylLondon SE19 1BY. £1 or a
blank C60 + saee.

The extended peice of synthseizer music
that's entitled "Mind bender" is the real
tour—-de-force on this tape. Lasting for %
of the cassette length it constantly pulls
the listener into new areas of musical
awarenesse. It stimulates the senses. The 3
shorter pieces on the "69" side are similar
in construction,but are of less epic propo-
rtions. It just has to be heard played as
loud as possible. More next issue about the

other Stuff stuff.

>
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Each tapes are available from Rough Trade Mailorder,202 Kensington Park Road,London W11 or
direct from Reachout International Records,611 Broadway,Suite 214,New York,NY. 10012,USA

FLESHTONES-"BLAST OFF "

ROIR CASSETTES A107. C30
Offbeat garage pop that lies somewhere

between The Standells & The Shadows of KnightF

that has a style all its own. This certainly
puts their recent IRS album "Roman Gods" in
the shade! Recorded during their ill-fated
1978=79 stay with Marty Thau's Red Star
Records (with whom they cut the incredible
single "American beat/Critical list" which
should really be re-released) the tape shouws
the sparking tension between the band's
amphetamine impulsiveness & the demands of
the modern record market place. You can call
it equilibriumjexcitement is more like it

BAD BRAINS-"BAD BRAINS"
‘ROIR CASSETTES A106. C30

Bob Marley's punky reggae party becomes a
reality! Remember the classic "I'm stranded"
by The Saints,or those early Damned songs
before they went psychedelic? Well,this tape
makes them sound as if they were going at
33% instead of 78 rpm! The aggression of the
band assaults the ears draining you of all
energy-you just sit there exhausted by their
heavy metal/punk/reggae excursionse With
most of the tape recorded in the studio,the
live tracks really show the band to their
best advantage. I've only experienced this
feeling a few times-—please share itl You
certainly will not regret the effort,

THE GERMS="GERMICIDE"

ROIR CASSETTES A108. C35

This was originally issued through Bomp
Records back in 1977 & was 'produced?' by
Kim Fowley. Recorded live at The Whisky,
Hollywood,at the Germs first appearance it
is typical of those early punk/new wave
bands with their kamakazi approache Most of
the music weeklies really castigated this
tape for its ‘unprofessional playing',but
its that naivety that adds to its very
charme Obviously the crowd of onlookers at
The Whisky also didn't quite know just what
to make of it either. Judging by the various
comments it's well worth a listen.

THE STIMULATORS-'"LOUD FAST RULES!"

ROIR CASSETTES A109. C50

Now this is more like it. The Stimulators
are the reincarnation of 'The Damned' when
they were at their peak back in the late
70's. Infact,Denise Mercedes the leading
light & guitarist,once 'stepped out' with
Rat Scabies—so the. comparrison isn't 'so
strange after alle This fabulous slice of
powerful pop only goes to ‘prove that ROIR
Tapes have done it againjhow the hell do
they do it? Of particular note are "Facts",
100X before" & "Loud fast rules". Recorded
live at The Pier,NYC,its a real gem & as

===

STIMUIATORS

LOUD FAST

., RULES! .

the title says=Loud Fast Rules!
‘

COLIN POTTER-"HERE"
MIRAGE TAPES M603
Available from Mirage Tapes,614 Southmead Rd
Filton,Bristol,BS512 7RF. £1.95 C60

From the tremendous opening number "Two
feet on the ground" to the long extended
"Gas" on side 2,the music bubbles & bursts
with inventione. Such is the slithering
beauty of these songs that they charm as
they stun. This tape is an essentail sound-
track for lonely late night listening. Crank
up the volume & switch out the lights. This
is certainly a wonderful artifacte. Danger-
pop genius at work! Send for a list of other
Mirage releases with a sae.

THE SEVERED HEADS-"MEDIA JINGLES No 3"
MUSIC FOR MIDGETS TAPES

Available from Frazer Nash,40 Thompson Road,
Langely Green,West Midlands. £1.30 or a
blank C60 + sae.

Licensed from Terse Tapes in Australia,it
features the 'band' performing a collection
of 4 track loops & edits. The liner notes
state that "the monotony,funny speed changes
& tape chewing are intntional"=-it's certainl
zany! They have done a very clever pastiche
using various records,radio broadcasts etc
to create an interesting sixty minutes. I
believe that they also have three other
tapes available:Ear bitten/Side 2/Clean from
the same address mentioned above.

VARIOUS-"ANGEL DELIGHT=A BLUE ANGEL SAMPLER"
BLUE ANGEL BASS 1
Available from Roger Moore,7 Derwent Road,
Fulford,York Y01 4HQ. £1.99 C20

Eight magnificent pop classics that have an
indefinable sound that is totally their owne
It is possibly one of the most original bits
of music to be released this year. Fun is the
keyword=they just cajole the listener into
being on their side. They are very instant,
very much of the moment,with detectable
traces & echoes of The Zombies & Madness. It
is brilliant stuff. These people are the Blue
Angel house band & judging by these tapes I
eagerly await their next release. Watch out

| for theml

TME SEVEZED HEIDS
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DEAN JOHNSON-"MIND ALLIES"
MIND RECORDS
Available from Lesley Johnson,Mind Records,
Stonehearth,Roman Road,Prenton,Wirral,Mersey=
side. £1.50 C40

Dean's first release on the newly formed
Mind Records which is run by him & his wife.
It continues the progression that has been
charted throughout his Pear Record releases.
This time,the tape LP is divided into three
distinct sections:Suite love/Suite of hatred/
Religion suite. Once again the music is
superbly performed on acoustic guitars & the
songs themselves are immaculate in both their
content & performance. Highly recommended.

L
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ELECTROSOUND-"INCIDENTAL MUSIC,VOLUME 1"
ELECTROSOUND TAPES ES 001

Available from Re.Curd,Electrosound Sound
Products,215 Iron Mill Lane,Crayford,Kent,
DA1 4PF. £2.15 (also available from Rough
Trade & Smart Distribution etc).

You might not have noticed,but a new main-
stream has forged out of a disparate clutch
of pop imaginists, Take Numan,League & all
the others as the starting point,& the spawn
of the alliance grows huge. Most of their
records are justifiably swallowed by a large
dose of indifference~then along comes some-
thing like this. Wonderful tape! Now gogogo.

QUICK STAB/MAP TAPES MAP 8
Available from Map Tapes,14 Westfield Park,
Redland,Bristol 6. a blank C60 + sae

On this tape Map is joined by Robert
Lawrence (of Broken Pipes Exposed fame) &
together they have produced an electronic
pastiche of sounds & stories. The whole idea
is given a certain clumsy grace by this very
unlikely duo. An oblique conclusion offers a
taut reply to the tape's intristic bafflement
The production tries to channel the weakness
of this format into something more than just
a cavalry gallop. Sometimes elbow grease is
not enough. But,it's worth a listen anyday.

PHILIP JOHNSON-"YELLOW"

Available from Philip Johnson,5 Hollingbourne
Road,Norris Green,Liverpool 11,L11 3AJ. C30
This belated review gives me a chance to
express my admiration for Philip's past work
as he seems to be entering a new phase on the
vinyl medium as opposed to cassettes. Two
extended pieces of electronic sounds that he
originally recorded as a result of recieving
an invitation to compose something for a Mail
Art Show in Holland on the theme of yellow,
Undoubtably his best accomplished cassette
ever technically that leads on to his vinyl
career-"Doof" 10" LP on Namedrop Records.

COLIN POTTER-"THE GHOST OFFICE"
MIRAGE TAPES
Available from Mirage Tapes,614 Southmead Rd,
Filton,Bristol BS12 7RF. £2,50 C O

An excercise in sustained hypnosis that
should steam up windows across the metropolis.
The way the ever=darkening beat is made to
prowl & dance through swampy precincts is all
engrossingjthe teasing little dances threaten
to implode. A skintight production & a host

of unexpected interpolations grant a thousand-

faced character that leaves you wanting &
craving more. There's an ebb tide of vibrancy
across this rock-away! beach. I remain really
fascinated & have much more to say-but for
noweesthe glow remains.

THE.GHOSTOFFICE

By ety the wer 14 tewny sn
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WHIRLYWIRLD
CODED INFORMATION SYSTEMS/LE REY TAPES
Available from John Murphy,366 New Cross Rd,
London SE14. £2 + sae. C100

This retrospective cassette compilation
from the Australian band "Whirlywirld" is in
the electronic vein with some strong similar-
ities to our own,sadly defunct,"The Pop Group"
Side one is home demo recordings made on a 4
track & side two was recorded live at the
Crystal Ballroom,Melbourne. During their 1%
year existence their music & line-up varied
greatly from electro=pop to TG industrial
style sounds. It's certainly very interesting

Available from Ian Hopwood,147 Newport Road,

ists

New Bradwell,Milton Keynes,MK13 DAJ. £2. C60

No contest. This knocks most of the rest

into a cocked hat in terms of impact & proud
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intensity. The New Scientists are a thoroug-

Clert

S

hly unlikely meeting of modes,mating the

cool synthetic precision of their vocalist

together with the refreshing new twist to

the synthesiser bubble 'n' squeak. Their
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delightful debut on "Home of the brave"

for the
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sampler (HOPE 1) hinted at their immense

the nev

potential,but this is the first fullblooded

exposition of their talent. Recommended.
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KARIN & IVO-"PROMISE PROMISE"
STUDIO 12 TAPES=C4

Available from Studio 12,Postbox 6358,Haarlem,
Hollande C30.

Absolutely magnificent stuffl The saxophone
coaxes. out a trance-like tune with a soothing
croon,peppered-up by a frankly catchy Ummm\
percussive backing that nobody could find
oppressive or pretentious or anything like
that. Really! Somebody plese listen. If these
songs sling their hook in your direction then
believe it,you'll get hooked. It's energetic
& delightful. They play,as in playful,in a
way that's far from academic-worthy of enjoy-
ment rather than reverence. Recommended.

23

JIMMY LAYTON-"STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND"
ZVX PRODUCTIONS
Available from Jimmy Layton,ZYX Productions,
494 29th Avenue #1,San Francisco,CA 94121,
USA. C60.

Synthesiser motifs jostle & juggle. Here is
a tape of great diversity,encompassing some
classical stylings,jazzy improvisations,hot
spaced-out electronics,& if the broadsheet is
to be believed,comedy,romance & intrigue! the
gloss & the griteeeit's turning out to be a
great summer for excellent synthesiser tapes.
Whimsical on the outside,but inwardly rich
with references to many forms of musical
styles. Please try & hear this cassette.
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