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Foreword ' '

To write about the Cleaners from Venus,is to write about

10 yeara of my life, It started off as two overgrown schoolboys
making crude tapes in a living-room with borrowed, homemade
inastruments and sometimes domestic objects.

Lawrence"Lol" Elliott and myself were and atill are very firm
friends., We were boih Cleaners in a restaurant,we were both
musicians and writers, I wrote poems, Lol wrote some plays.
We bothi became gardeners. We were ao close as brothers

and even today there exists o sort of telepathy between us,
This was the essence of the Cleaners. Even when things got
slightly lost,later on in our careexr,the original spark

and ideas we had were still there in some small quantity.

Ho=-one ever left or got thrown out of the Cleaners, The (Cleaners
from Venus was an idea, The idea was that you said"Let's do

a song. Let's write it now, Let's have some fun-it mustn't

get serious," Whoever happened to be around was a Cleaner

from Venus for that song or that tape., If they didn't play on
the following tape,it didn't mean they weren't in the Cleaners.
I took this to itils own extreme in spring of 1988 when The
Cleaners from Venus toured Germany and I didn't go. The

record company didn't see the idea so clearly.

A big part of the Cleanexrs was our listeners. We didn't have fans
we had listeners. They wrote lota 'of letters and sometimes even
got to Wivenhoe and had a drink in the pub with me, During the
Falklands War,a radio operator on a ship was listening to

a Cleaners from Venus tape in between combat periods, We had
been the soundtrack for his war. I still have the letter from
him,

A lot of the time,life was quite idyllic., I washad-up in

a reatanrant part-time,looked after a big house and lots

of animals and made tapes. Sometimes there was poverty..not

by third world standards,but nevertheless there were bad times
when I simply didn't have the money or place to make music,
Other times,towards the end, a mixture of exhaustion, illness
and misunderstandings with the music biz made me angry and
bitter.,At times I was just a gardener and it was the only

thing I could bear to do.

There wasn't anpther group like The Cleaners from Venus., We
had our own world. Giles Smith gave The Cleaners a new lease



of 1life from late 1985 through to 1988, Ile is now a respected
journalist who writes about the arts. Nelson(Petmer Nice)

played basa on our last two l.p.s and was one half of

The Brotherhood of Lizmxdds with me., We toured England

by bicycle in 1989 and early 1990 and had an unforgettable time,
E;n2°“ plays bass in New Model Army and you might say I
Mpdiquite proud of him,

My behaviour has not always been perfect in this story. I've
been indecisive, erratiec and often torn between a sort of
punk-hippy idealism and my own o occasional ego-mania.
the fact that ['m still such good friends with Lol,Giles and
Nelson, attesta more to their patience and belief in me

than it does to me a3 a good bloke. L think | may have

been quite difficult at times.

There may or may not be other Cleanera tapes in the future,

I can never get rid of music,but at the moment I am becoming
slightly better known as a rock poet, I have a regular poem

in The independent each monthm,and L have a smali hook out.

I'm happy with words at the moment and I'm giving musie a rest.
dJometimes L listen to the old cassettes and L feel vaguely
guilty that L should be doing something. For thetime being
however, everything I wanted to say,musically was done with
The Cleaners from Venus.

1 hope this book, which Joachim has so lovingly put together
will give you,a elear picture of what The Cleanera from Venus
was and how life wae during that very rainy decade,the 1980s.

In retrospect, I think ''he Cleaners general optimism and
wistfulneas was a direct reaction to the times we lived through.
It was a much more fraught and dangerous time then,than it

is now. Who would have predicted two yeara ago that Thatcher
would be gone and the Berlin wall would come down? Miracles

can happen but you have to believe they will, Maybe there

will be another Cleaners tape, Thanks for listening,

Martin Newell
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Disc/Tape - ography

TAPES

THE STRAY TROLLEYS - BARRICADES AND ANGELS
POW 003 - Recorded 1973/80 Released 1982

THE SECRET DREAMS OF A KITCHEN PORTER
NOW 004 - Recorded 1980 Released 1982

BLOW AWAY YOUR TROUBLES
Wow 002 * Released June 198l

ON ANY NORMAL MONDAY
Row 001 - Released April 198

MIDNIGHT CLEANERS
MAD 005 - Reléased Decewber 1982

IN THE GOLDEN AUTUMN -
FRAVL 006 * Released Augusi 1982

TWO FOR THE WINTER / cassingle
007 - Released December 1983

UNDER WARTIME CONDITIONS ;
TAO 00% - Released May 198y

SONGS FOR A FALLOW LAND
009 - Released May 1985

LIVING WITH VICTORIA GREY
010 - Released Apri] 1986

MIND HOow You GO

Ol - Released March 1987 - Germany only/Jarmusic
APRIL FOOL

Q2+ Released 1987 - Germany owly /Yarwmusic

BROTHERHOOD OF LIZARDS
BRUV | - Released Novewmber 1988

NUMBER THIRTEEN
013 - Released June 1930



RECORDS

UNDER WARTIME CONDITIONS 7 LP
Modell Records (EFA 1671) - Released Seplewmber 1985

GOING TO ENGLAND / Lp
Ammunition Communication Rec. CCLEAN LP |)
Released May 1987 - in Germany releaseel om RCA

ILLYA KURYAKIN LOOKED AT ME / 3"
PAy BLACK L WHITE L BLUE ALL OVER.
Awmm. Comim. Rec. (JANGLEA) - Released 1987

ILLYA KORYAKIN LOOKED AT ME /12"
P BLACK ¥ WHITE / ALBIONS DAUGHTER / ILLYA KURVAKIN (FULL VERSION)
Awwm. Cowm. Rec. (JANGLEAT) - Released 1987

LIVING WITH VICTORIA GREY /3"
biv SUNDAY AFTERNOON
Awm. Covam. Rec. (DANGLE 1) - Released 1987

LIVING WITH VICTORIA GREY /12
bAn SUNDAY AFTERNOON / SHE'S CHECKING YOU OUT
Amim. Cbwm. ReC. (JANGLE 2T) + Released 1983

MERCURY GIRL /7"
Y GAMMA RAY BLUE
Amm, Comm. Rec. (JANGLE 2) + Réleased 1988

MERCURY GIRL /n"
Bl GAMMA RAY BLUE /THE 1CERERG L& UNICORN
Amwima. Cowam. ReC. (QQANGLE 3T) + Released 1988

TOWN AND COUNTRY /Lp
RCA (PLFI6S1) - Released May 1988 / Germany only

LET'S GET MARRIED / 7"+ 12" _ :
YW GAWA RAY BLUE * RCA (PBUIS3S), - Released May 1988/ Gerwany ouly

BROTHERHOOD OF LIZARDS - LIZARDLAND /Lp
Deltic Records (DELT L.P. B) - Released Oclober 1989

CAPTAIN S€NSIBLE / BROTHERHOOD OF LIZARDS /7" + 12"
SMASH T UP (CAPT SENSIBLE) / MARKET DAY (BROTHERHOOD OF LIZARDS)
12* had CARMOSINE 25 am extra track (by BROTHERHOOD...)
Deltic Records (DELT5) - Releasee] May 1390



3 Barricades and angels (1979/30)

secret-dreams of a kitchen porter

don't wanna dance now

for the bolshoi balle}

I never did anywa

just liked the girls

1 don't wanna have a say
in kulture witha small k.
| never did anuwa
it's 3 different world

the secret dreams of a kifchen porter
the secret dreams of a boy

| know | never can afford
to live like a slum-lord
it's back to the draining' board

for a kitchen
5ink'-sbock/m-Pan

gonnd Wear away My hands
but the power of a kiss can
take me away

the secret dreams of 3 kitchen porter
the secret dreams of a boy




Blow away your troubles (198))

marilyn on a-frain

hi;hi s¢6 her onas:mi;n o
brightening up your ly afternoon
later on t{o.El i i':l:k about !rjcr
in the quictness of your lonely room
do you hear her in 2 backstreet
~ calling out in echoes just 4o you
doquu.seehcr in 3 faxi
painting town another shade of blue
does she wake you choose your clothes
that everytime you see her walking
you'd disapﬁcar info some sunset
when you think you waybe caught her eye
then 3gain she's someone’s daughter
ou wiay hever kviow her Eriva{e ind
still you want to hold and €ep her
live with her until 4he day you die

(chorust) she's like wiarilyn
marilyn on 3 train
she's like warilyw
warilyn on 3 train
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a blue wave

he's culling something nearly every da

the Iandedrg'en’:rq ba:fhcr alLlt the ':ilaq b

and something"'s happened in the w.s. of 3.
the phones are ringing' there'll be hell to'pay

&ot no time o dream

it's 3 blue wave

it's a blue wave

and it's ... here comes mr. clean

il's a blue wave  °©

washing washing washing all over you

this is the moment when the dancing stops

but does it really have fo be tis way

they're lining up along fhe eastern bloc

and none of us have really got a say

well have you ever wet 3 russian kid

| can't rewember if | have or not

and would you have to kill hiw if you did
; cos that could be 1he only chance You got

(repeat chorus)
dd-




On any normal monday (1982)

be an Idiot pop star
€4 gringo ~ your sister is in my oven

welcome o Hhe very fabulous world of hipness and lies

you can spend all your money and never acually open up your €yes
- | Speak of the synthesiser fable clot opera singing mentality
53y hello to money aind good bye o reality

be an idiot pop stor
be aw idiot pop star, be an idiot pop star

3 popular boq

you dow't have 1o write 3 song

or ever learn to play guiter

35 long as you take the time 1o learn your cockhails of{ by heart
collect another thousand pounds for switching on Your drum wiachine
or turhr shopping list into 3 concept album schewe

be an idiot pop star, be an idiot p ster
be 3w idiot po}l: star Po
3 populer bouI
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Midnight claaners (1982)

Hme invain

ou're going out with my best friend )
| know tha friendship's §oing to end
| should not come round and sec

but | come round Y
if you left before | #ld you
it could never be the same
if 1 never got fo hold you
all that time would be v vain

time in Vain .. .. time in vain

he doesn't freat you like he should
I'd wmake i beHer if | could

| can't wait 3 second longer

if you stay aother day

I will come round v the worning

53 won't furn me way

we'll go walking out together

and we'll never have fo waste

tiwme v vain . . ., time iv vaiu

wretched street

his is a wretched shreet .
in the sixties it was quite neat
i ok g o oy
S0 i i rs
1hli?al;1 iak.:;dj"d m‘{ 5
walki ir fee
g e e
they stay behind their doors
and there's rothing fo leave for

Hhis is a wrelched strect

thess are wrelched times

#he sun unfolds buf it doesn't shine

nothing €lse o do all day but drink or fight

the commies on the comer put the world fo rights
and the anarchisls are crazy

but 1 think | might just join them

this is 2 wrelched street

from 3 window hear them scream

less room for you to dream

with 2 giro overlord

this is a wretched shreet

all 4he kids look really mean

m glt“ hell btmg; scvenieen
rive you out uour gow'é

Seventeen :nd hor:}:[

This is 3 wrelched street

these are wrekched fimes

the sun unfold bul it never shines

nothing else fodo all day but drink or fight

the commies on the corner put the world b rights
and the anarchists are crazy but | think | might
just join them



midnight cleaners

till grey worning
wednesday
halflight - november
no birdsong
trees drippin
a distawt roar of traffic
from aviother busier street
and we are the widnight cleaners
coming back from the night shift
been cleaning offices
high up i the city all wight
these earlt, worhing people
on buses
looking at us like we're some kind of aliens
l don't trust them
on the way back
along down the, high street
past the {elevision shop
{hese commercials for all these idiot families
e tv. fawily-2 point U fovely children
rining . .. ... . idiots
all clsahiﬁg {'hfér {lzdln iogellrer
or goi the building socie
to ﬁ?lkﬁhdr woney cfi 1
or live on one of thosg howmes
barratt howes . . . brosely howes . . . | duvmo
all the houses look the same
these people down't actually exist
vobody ever dies or gets cancer
wnot in the adverls
it's just a big lie
| get reallq paravoid sometimes
walking ow further down the street
past the cinew 1hat they tumed ino 3 bingo hall
like . . . if you imagine it was 200 years ago
and people were soaked in gin
instead of wmedia lies . . . like they are vow
| wiean would that wike it any better
1 duvvio but it's like in orwell's |98y
ou 1?3:6 this feeling constanlly of being . . . - .
ate




Monday 6.2,83

Dear Diary what a fab time I'm having, Well..Lol arrived about Scturday
evening,we had a mesl and drenk a fair amount of blackberry wine as

well as listening to each others new tapes, Later we retired to Annazbels

roonm 91it 2 fire and read each other stories by Szki . oOn Sunday

I must say I felt 2 bdt rough having not hit the sack till three a.m, )
After enother megabreskfast,Tichard came round and we got down to the seriou:
buainess of having our photos taken, . '
There was a bitlerly cold wind blowing 2nd liick Yea ver accompanied us

as we got nnapped in o nuamber of locations ranging fron our garden up to

the shiryerd.Fichrrd tosk about 20 fremes 30 one of then should be good

(I hopel). .

After the picn e went next door to set up the grer,Je rehearsed wiihout

any praoblrmz en’ set uwp for recording, Tt wes just esnmezing how smoothly
everyihing went.ﬁonitorigs was good, RNecorded sovnd vas good and we

sterted loying trecka down very guickly. By about 5,30 we'd got seven
backing irecks down con tepe.Listening back to them today they sound just
as good and I recken 2t east four of them will be useable,Lol was 2 bit'
inhibited by the prescnce of a few members of Toby's band and in the

end I had to 2~k them to lesve us for a while,Apart from that the only hitel
was this stupid bloody woman from across the way and down,who came znd
complained 2bout the noise,

The idea of recording was for Lol to take copies of tie backing trax back
to Bath and for me to do my versions of them,....THEH when we've both
conatructed different versions of the songs,...release a cassette

with the results of his experiments on one side z2nd mine on the other
1ike...."The two sides of the Cleaners from Venus or something...aw I

dunno,..you know what I mean,

Last night,having put the gear awey we had something to eat then went Tround
to visit Keith and Kate who I haven't seen for ages,ifter that we went

to the pub and on returning home found that Barry, Annabels ex-husband

had arrived and was having a cuppa.



I made another cup and we sat down and chatted while I strung my guitar
and generally Prepared myself for the studie,

Today has been fine, ye get to the studio on time and laid the backing
travks (basa and drums)down with such lack of problems it fair made

my heart leap for Joy. Things have gone so smoothly the last few days

I really do find it difficult to believe....I'm just so happyl

I had a few minor problems duplicating the guitar sound on Only A Shadow

but we managed to get the whole track down except for backing vocals,

Tony was talking to me along the lines of"C'mon Martin we should be able
to, get you a really big deal with Island or Virgin etec,etc,?.,.,." but

I ve heard all of this before,That's not to say that I think Tony's

the same kind of bullshiiter as are rife in the music biz but I Just
can't take that king of thing seriously, In spite of this if someone
could pull me off a deal with a largish company who were IDEAL" GICALLY
SO0UND end,.s.ss.%ho I could get personal treatment with,I might
consider maybe signigg with them, but at the mom?nt..........

inyway we'll see how this single goes,..if it goes. At the present stage
of the recording Tonfs alreadf talking about the Lennon scng I wrote
(Johnny the Moondog's Dead) being the p-side instead of Only A Shadow,
He said it's got to at least be a double p-side,

We shall see we shall see we shall see,

Jaywick, by the way,where the studio is located(in a sireet of Aft Deco
type houses)is the most surreal place 1o siep out of a studio into,

IX The main Broadway looks like a set from the Frisoner T,V, series,
There was one bafe kpen and it was appaling,.Double egg and Chips at
£1.,30 and God and Chips and £1,20] Bat we wuz starvin',

It would be quite possible to eat in that cafe and not come across

any sort of fresh vegeidble,The whole place 1s a kind of Nutritional
no =go area a3 was proved by some big white tub c¢f lard that left

the resteurant just as we walked in,The only other occupants were

a young couple who looked like they could be on the run,

oh well..1 m off up the pub, Nigpt.....

§
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the golden autumn (1983)

please don't step on my rainbow

lease don't step on wiy rainbow
it's only s{aulmg for » while
avd it won't be too lovg
until the day is on the run
and night-time will shulter it's smile

aw please down't cough i wmy doorway
& if you're going - sty if you're staying
and if you'd be s0 kind

to lend me wioney for some wing

then you wout have o catch your train

please dovit step on wiy rainbow

it's ouly staying for an hour

avd if :Le price of gin

can wiake your wowey look too thin

it's only cos his government's in power

please don't falk on w phone how
it scems silly but it's 4rue

that if you wear 3 heart

which is political or art

then they wight like 1o question You

please dow't step on my rainbow

it hardly ever comes around

and | wmey have 3 writ

because | didvit sign for it

you know how people alk in 3 swiall towi

(repeat first verse)



sandstorm in paradise

here's 3 sandstorm in Patad ise
clouding w
it's vot eml todsy - it's tomorrow
there's 3 standsiorm in paradise
covers 1he light

it's vol only 2t night - it's the daylime

do you believe in circular fime
or 3re o.{ou inclived fo the spira| ?
u can fravel forever ivside fhe rings
but the pendulum swings. .. . itcan fell You

there's 3 sandstorm in paradise

il's ot owly Yoday. . . ii's toworrow
here's 3 sahdstorm in paradise

covers the light . .. il's mot ouly af vight
it's he dau{h'me .

Sandsiorm in paradise

burns wie away till . . . .

till such 3 dau‘ 1hat | o there
you think you're real

but you're in 3 dream

akd -LIL{s isw't the world

this is nowhere . . .., ..

Solden age saturday

read the papers yesterday. . . they say the golden age
aiv't faraway - like saturda
and if | turn 3 pageordwo. .. . . they'll fell wme
all those bapahzgg.‘ rls will hiave some work 1o do
iv 3 golden age , in 3 lden age
1 3 golden age saturday
| switched the tv on at noow. . . the russians stay in fune
by 2lweys crashing om the wioon . ... . and if | wait 3 little while
the president will soothe wie with 3 reassuring swile
iv 2 goldew age, in 3 goldew age. . .
in 2 Golden age .sa‘iurdac_l



Two for the winter (1983)

when fire burns dreams

hu dow't we learn from awerica?
we can be burned by awerica
do what we're told by awmerica
we can catch cold from america
white lies 4he road i the pale wioonlight
when | come home on 2 winters night
soft is the light of au english sky
tuming: #he mood as dhe Tour gocs by
such fhoughts as Hacse
are {rames | freeze
when {ire burvs dreams
aud wewories will fill wiy needs
whew fire burvs dreams

dowt wavma buru dovit wanwa buri

€arth lying still as e svow 3t dawn

haun{J by sovs avd by daughters she's born
breezes which davice with the uncut corn
whisper "revoltt fo suburban lawns

but dreaming spires turn fuveral pyres

when fire burvs dreams

and flame will kill 3 daffodil

whewn fire burns dreams

§Tab er coat grab yer hiat
o't forget 1o feed Hhe cat

fo work on au ewpty head

W ... g l'm tired- led's goto bed
~|H«l:£ awancaw wa 3 ol
ike big wen (uh uh) doing iwmiporiaunt jobs uesh
big masva (whaddya er'g P FEY
dolmg important jobs
bi&' wiew (can | pat this here?)
domg important jobs (it's 2 cruise wissile)
big W ...

I can be bdlamed for
this tape at
23 West at. Wivenhoe
Essex COT9DE
where I am currently

preaident..,.

XX



+ high was the song of the wind in wy €ars
ancient and Soothing down 2l the years

| listened hard and it seemed 1o kie
Sivging and singing these words Yo wie
'dreg §re the wc%hgs of this century

f: HM a inst what it's weant fo be
2d foei', indeed will fake vio heed

till fire burvs dreaws

and Who will chant Hae funeral chant
when {ire burvs dreaws

vio | don't wish Yo be alarmist but . . .

at 3wy ovie point i tiwe

e-sH wiillions vizked 3wiericans are sitting

i their jacuzzis dreswzmgof launchi

2 Pre-cmp’nve vuclear strike on your home
| wiean is ket ot cmough for uler charlie?
are you ki ddm5 bumhul

hovey | dow't wanwa burm
L»onwl | dow't wanwa burn

:%s 2 ood iob | dowt hhave an a- bowb
would {a through 3 hole in the coclcp.{-

'amd I'd lose it in !-Ee chma sea
or the widdle east .




Under wartime conditions (1984

)

T
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summer 1 a small fown

s an uhimpeach'a'ble. suwwer dream
fo fall in love with 2w ice wiachine
i the corner of the Pub across the street
avd workivg spends - if working does
but nowadays it's thew or us
which weans 1t someone has o take the heat
hey heti heﬂq
who writes the soundirack ?
lend us 3 pound coiv
who writes the play?
it's 2 loudwouthed summer sum
who fells you good is om the rum
avd the gcjdeu age is viot the present ove

aessh shah. .. .. .. 22k 3k 3h 3h 2s2223h

i the summer in 2 swll fown where you sty
you're 3 blucbird iv 2 broken down cafe . . . . . for aday

those crazy kids what will they do

’;‘.«: ‘re ot 3 ]:;i': like we 'awdh oul o

with {heir crupto puw' < chobill

-}heui took onif sacF:L;cI 1 'eulhd roll 1

they stripped it down awnd hey left 2 hole

thew they filled it up with auger from he street
ln&ul '.neullLeu[ hsu[ 'he.u* wiutan beal"freaks

woh woh wolh wohi L . .. . % far awa

3 day in the couvttry is not ou the wmenu

for anyone you wiet today

2sh 2h zh 3k . .. 333k 2h 3k 3h 3h 233333k

in the summer in 3 small fown where You sh
you're 3 bluebird ivia brokew down cafe . . . " for 3 day



drowning' butterflies

f 1use this silver pound
to buy 3 drink and fool around
1am only drowning buterflies
1said 1'd see you 3t the fac{orul gaote
) was there but you were Jate
you said sorry - but it wash't in your eqes
| got four figures redundancy pay
and just two wecks fo our wedding da
| won't blame you - whatever you wan%i: do

when they knock the terraced houses down )
there will be no bulterflies o drown

things are changing all around

all my friends have gone fo grround ey
and I'm frying at least fo hang onto you % -
you know... this used to be a boom fown T X
now they're closing all the factories down

it's no wonder we're all drowning butterflies L S

when they knock the terraced houses down N
there will be no butterflies to drown

|uke-warm lovesong

would vot be with you unless | wawted Yo be
| would wot be with You unless | did
pride is 3 dangerous thing
| kvow how it cawn sti
and | would ot be with you unless | wanled 1o be
I would wot call you up unless | wanted o do
I weuld viot call you up uwnless | wanted to
| will give jou a‘Le]I
| kvow your number o well Guwice)
I would viot think about you if | didu't like you
| wouldw't think of you umless | did
l'mjus-i hanging arouvid
I'va “omly sound; ou out
and | would viot be with you unless | wanled fo be
| will give you 2 bell
| kviow yous nunber so well




Thursday 26th January 1967 cor wish it was,but ii's not..it's 1984 asargghh!

Well & preity crummy day at work today in my secret iﬂenﬁity a¥ Suds A-go
~Go...The Prince of the Sinks, If things get any worse I'm just going to

have to get a job, Damiens mousetie Vivien is still at large under the
floorboarda of his bedroom, It has now eaten all the food that was lying

in crumbs on the cupboard floor so I'm hoping it's going to go for the stufrr'
in the trap next. Oh it's not a killer trap,it's one of those humane traps
made out of perspex .The idea is the mouse walks in for the food you put in
there and the trap closes after it encapsulating it in this long perapex
case, I undersiand that the more modern traps now have full atereo/video

vwash and brush up facilities and mini shopping facilities so that the mouse
has someihing to do until you let it out in the morning.

Spezking of animals Piper Pews, our youngest and dumbest cat is spraying

the vhole houze and sail loft with EZssence de Tom. It looks like his

knackers are going to have to come off. >
I'm not happy about this,.,on the other hand it does seen to work, I

meen what do you do? Have seven adults and ° two children live in
something that smells like a piss factory so that 14 pounds of rampant

feline =tupidfty can live au naturelle??? )
At the moment nobedy has the spare ten or twelve quid necessary to get
the foul deed done but it's gotta be socon.

I em definitely not very inspired at the m:ment, The book doesn't loeck
like it's any nearer getiing publizhed...and et the moment if they asked
me to médify it in any way,I'd be inclined to tell them io fuck off,
Heybe I ought to keep my mouth shut at least until they finish talking
because let's face it..,.,7'm broke.

Well I've still got this rccord to do and I should be loosking forwerd to
thet because the recording session is less than %wo weeks off, Quite
apert from this, my very good buddy Lol is coming up to play drums on it,
It's juat thet I don't went to build up the excitement too much in case

it's an anti-climax, Like Gide seid," Nathaniel, never prepare your Joyas."



Songs for afallow Jand (1985)

Fongs for... | stars are cold
/4 ?Qi&'[[oub,mf ale. . . the winter sun
on hard ground

where we run

sk

is dharcoal
in flat fields e
where we |
| catch wmu breath
time stands still
on the edge of 3 blue day
Wheh you are Sone
shrs are cold
stars are cold
dark
the shadows fall

julie Profumo trees are blue

trees are tall

I then dhe day is old

[ 8o v Wg ted dreams ar:;lill

I'm leaving foday furned o stone

I'm g‘omg E;Et*!’lﬂ"q | catch m breath

there's no time to stay st .S‘iav:lis shill

cos this 2in't the sixlies on the aigc ofa blue d
and there's nothing’ 1o lese \ich 4
and julic profumo is Singing the blues sh:s a‘ﬁu c;l: Se
Some day s0on | will forgret this junkyard stors are cold
take you with me if you're going that way
it's 3 changing world and | can tell tpu one thing
time is wasting-.
shadéws waiting.
love will slip away

o mother of islands

| am your son

and though | remember sunshine
the damage is done

the images haunt me always

like 2 cry from the street

and julie profumo is dead on her feet.

some day soon | will forget this junkyard

take you with me if you're going' that way

it's a cha nging world and | can tell you one thing

time is wasting

shadows waiting ’
love will slip away.



gamma ray blue

hen I'm 3lone and I'm waiting for Yyou
| sit in wiy Yoom nd the tv is on.
but the lights are tuned off
W2 the sound is turned down

and | Hrivk about you in ethereal blue.

it's a Summery night aud the town in alight
with the roar of their cars

when %ui close all he bars.

then the telephone rings

and you're there in m head

and I'm {eeliug so tired but [ cau't 8o 1o bed.

avd I'm 50 iu love

with gemwa ray blue

gawwd ray blue aud the gammwn rey tube
I'w 50 i love with gawmwa Yy blue
gemnm ray blue awd You.

| goze >t the clock aud it's quarter o fwo

| was drivkiug sowte wivie, but | left sowe for
there’s 3 saxophone phying

i the bedsit upstairs

but viobody compains because nobody cares.

then 2 flickering starts aud | furn 1o the screen
there's 3 fight going on, but il's only 3 dreaw
50 | fumm over quick

‘s |'w ot really sure

Haen r 'ka-"s in the lock

and Youlre there at 4he door

and 'm so in love
with 2smwn By blue
wiwid tay blue and the gawmwn ray fube
‘w1 so in love
with gamun ray blue

| gewwn r3y blue aud you.
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Living with victoria grey (1986)

)

victoria grey

Er lovely face was everywhere
Semeone prefending 1o care
the imagre of vicloria grey
I heard some hung'ry children cry

rumbling wheels passed them by
the aarriage of vicloria grey

save itup, il's for a rainy day
save itup, | heard victoria say

she looked 50 good somedimes it was wnvincing

Some szilor's south allantic fray
Seemed like 3 long way away

they were fighting for victoria grey

and blue eyed sons of miners cried
when 3 community died

they were working for victoria grey

séve it up, don't ever give it away
save it up, | heard vidoria say

she looked s0 good somedimes it was convincing

now if I'm ever {ree again

| could not forget the pain

of living with vicloria grey

and when | feel the cold night air

| know that she doesn't care

and I'm finished with vicloria grey

save it up, it's for a rainy day
save it up, | heard vicloria say : "

she looked 50 good somelimes it was convincing.



mercury girl

he's staying around or else she's going aws
it could glevgrm.r or it wight be %odans :
or wiaybe forever | call her 3 wercury girl

she's building we up and then she's knocking we dowin
like 3 factory chimney in 3 northern town
and | am demolished | call her 3 wercury girl

she vever sees we till the sun oes down
lives v 3 secret world

says her career is in another town

life with 3 wiercury girl

~

ove clay once when | got some time
| tried 1o liold her but she wouldn't be wive
she slipped through wy figers and | wissed the wercury girl

she came back to me with her wockin €yes

she fold we she loved we but i cc»u'.‘fv have been lies
and life con be up and down

life with 3 mercury grﬂ
lite can be up and down
life with 2 wiercury girl

she never sees wme till the sun goes down
lives in 2 secret world

says her career is in another fown

life with 3 wiercury girl

she's stayivg around or else she's going away
it could be forever or i wight bea day
or wiybe forever | call her 3 wiercury E;irl
she's building wie up avd 4hen she's kvocking wie down
like 3 factory chimmney in 2 vorthern town

and | am dewolished | call her 3 wercury girl

avd | am dewolished | call her 2 wercury girl



follow the plough

ome with me wartin down 1o the corner
I've got to buy some bread for the boarder
if he were not here, we'd be much poorer*
grandmother's world had edwardian order.
and | can remember how
| followed her like a seagull follows the plough
follow the plougrh.

bq{tl;}e ba?hwindcw, when it was raining
watching the le on +he pink pavin

] dfdn'+€nfnd ?ﬁzad {0 s{ap in .

some of my dreams were really worlh saving
and | can remember now

| followed them like 3 seagull follows the plough
{follow the plough.

I 3m wmuch older {han you would fake me

| am much youngrer than you could make me
live i 3 world of violence and danger
finding myself a comparative stranger
w}nen I ;a'me to meet you how ough
| followed you like 3 seagull follows {he plo
follow the LFxlalcu.lgl-. ! & ;

ou 3re before wie you are behind me
it was predesiined that you would find we
“come with me wiartin - down 4o the corver. . .*
your 3ncient world has 3 much older order
and when | come fo see you viow
I follow you like 3 scagull follows the plough
follow the plough.




ilya kuryakin looked at me

rh 'h.:shmgham isnt 5\-11|||h8'
wa;hvﬁ for the green electric train
4o +ake her down 1o london
where she will see wir. wilson
standi by e iron radmgs
opposite the chestnut palin
aw:l hemmings will be walting
with 3 job for david bvkni

and the sun is alwmis Shining )
on wardour sireet's pilled up pop stars

am:[ -}'he ‘m 5 v 'IEE Cou'ln‘hlng lhouse

costing ou} swiashed up guitars '

avd i\l-[% 'p(urulakm locked at wie
ilya kuryakiv looked at me

bo'b d fav's owl 'Dleec{m
s]ncso1ui slee :hg

i ’:lne. w:ndow george avd ringo
€€ you down 1he pivik flawingo
wirs peel | or is it emma’)
L&;;‘; ov 3 black uzubreila

2 the seller
after wmartha '{bh‘g%aideila

and the raiv is ouly falli

on 4he vorthern streels documentaries
and 'HnEL[ laardlz.{ say 3 word about vietvam
shhkh .

and ilya L:uru{e"-cm Ioolced at we
ilya kuru[a ivi Jooked 3t

we {orgot our politicians'
love affair with nuclear fission
drowned ourselves in coloured visions
mak- love but vot decisions

ile back in st ‘}mgﬁl
*Hne ncla awd fawous out fo play

bu‘ed uietly out Of *‘a)tthg T3nge

avd wailed for the times to change

avd the sum is aiwacis s\mm

ov wardour street's pilled u po stars
avd dhe ‘mns is 'Hae coumhvg Erause
costing out swiashed up guiters

avd ilua lI(l.: kivi looked 3t wie
i\l13 'kjﬂ.iakm looked at we.



clara bow

5aw uour face on a silent sereen

and on the cover of a magazine

clara bow

you were the image of a plastic 2ge

you spent a lifetime in a silent cage
Cfara bOW

clara bow is it frue the camera struck you dumb ?
clara bow | wovld like fo hear you speaking

but | can'i.

you were the lipstick butterfly

no need fer words when you could flutter yoor €yes
clara bow

and you were living in an it world  if girl

but you were speaking for american working girls
clara bow

clara bow did your money make it any better?
clars bow I would like fo s¢€ your pictures

but | can't,

Astuen [1ES ) Very bl
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armistice day

ister mine your face o fine
your hair red-gold at harvest Hime
v 3 field on 2 cloudy day
when the reaper owes fo claim his pay
they have 3ll gone away
armistice day

sister wine some damson wive

while the woods wear white in winter time
drivk it down awd remember how

L\:’fu could viot cry then but can cry now
they have all gone away

armishice dau!

there's nothing can wiake wen happy
like the sound of 3 canvon's roar
there's nothing can wiske wen happul
like 3 war

like 3 war.
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sssssssmusic business

LETTEE TO MANAGEKENT FROM SHOP FLOOR
This is an essay to let you know how a 34 yea; old all

purpose pop musician in England lives in 31987

"I live in the front part of a crumbling yictorian house
opposite a dock/coalyard in an Essex fishing village.
I say I live there-I don't,..I actually stay there with

my woman and her iwo children- by a previous marriage(boy,13
girl 11).

she's on D,H,3.5, so 1 couldu't actually LIVE with her =
but I stey here most of the time because I don't have
a place of my own. .
All of my possessions are in boxes in a storeroom which has &
been temporarily lent to me. The landloxd wantis us out.

He can't actiually throw A,(my woman) out on the street

but there's & subtle pressure there the whole time. -

Even thomgh he and his wife only have two children,and they

" have the whole of the back of the house and ‘the small

house adjoining this building they want the whole place.

Why? wWell I once heard him say someihing like they have a

“higher lifestyle expectation" nowadays.

‘Rooms in this village average forty pounds a week. This is

because there's a university not far away and they can pay

higher renis than us normal mortals. Hence....price average

‘goes up., You can't rent a family house for much undex

four to five hundred pounds per month., Also...they don't

like D.#,3,5, tenants, why? This is more complicated.

Since the government handed over the onus on paying *
renis 1o claimants over to the borough treasury...the
borough treasury have been sending xound people to assess
claimants rents, If they think a house or room isnrt
worth the money being charged they reduce it. naturally
landlords/ladies aren't going to teke a clai;snt on as

a tenant because it could very well reduce their profit,
A. says she's alrecady lost 28 potential homes because of
this problem. The couwcil waiting list for housing is
about two and a half years now 4 thin%...it might be more,

Because of his li:festyle expectation, the landlord is
constantly working on improvements to his side of the

house-'l-ﬂ'or‘uoxk is goiug on the whole time and has been
IZXXZZR x



for months, This means the plac. is comstantly dusty

and often noisy. He's workiug ou the lanaiag at the

momentx outside the kide bedrooms where the smell

of woodworm and damp treatments are quite airong,

There's a lack of privacy(he always seems to be arouhd)

and it's not much fun,

Heating in A,'s room is by open fire, This is where we
sleep,wateh t,v,(black aud whimej or read, If there's some
money at the beginning of winter I get. £30 worth of loga.

It's cieaper than coal if you make sure you get a good deal ]
i.e, not green wood. mostly we burn scrap wood, This is

my departiment, I forage in ithe woods for dead wood then

drag it back on a barrow during the early autumn, sometimes
L go 1o & small cove where woodeu pallets from the port

get washed up, I drag them oui of the river then

hide them in the bushes to dry outyin case anyone elue

comes to take them,like kids looking for bonfire wood).Later
on I go back and smash the pallets up and drag ithe wood home.
i keep my oyes open for people doing building or roofing
WOTK hecaua; if 1 ask them they'll often let me take

the old iwikewx or rotten wood away.

The other communal room is the kitchen/dining area. It's
very big so therefore colu. 7o heat this we use au ancleat
double~-burner parafin heater. we usually take it in v
turns to chip in g1.%v for a gallom of parry. we get

the parafin from a garage someway up tue road,

In the midwinter it's FREEZING hege: ?he other

two rooms are the kids bedrooms...they get really cold

so they doa't usually go to tueir roonms in_ﬁinter except

10 sleep. Luckily we're all pretty hardyifor a late
twentieth century family so we can get by on subsistence
warmth. neveriheless on really cold days you don't

actually warm up until you:ve been in beu for a while,

cooking pas and bethwatier are on meters,

You wouldu*t velieve what . have to do to get money.

. dig people's gardens and prune iheir t.€es Lailc winter
thdt‘ﬂcta me belween fifteen and twentiy-five pounds in

a week, It's cold out but if I work hard 1 get guite
wara.

In the sumwer I wae doing alright., I had about seventy

';‘.-T':':;Ei:;-:-::::.:TT:::::A:':'j R



c:l:o.- -II;I.-:.;.:-. ...--..--{ ’.
Ii‘- ‘.o.o'-.tl"':.- '-.l'- ..-.-.:..' i
. - [ I ] I.l l‘o.-.n‘-.,I.c.‘.’..

five pounds a week and I wzs putting by some money forx

the lean months. This is one of the"serviwe industriesn

that some tories think-will-flourish in our-leisure packed
modérn agé., Fortunately I live in East Anglia where some people
actunlly have the money to piy a gzrdener, In the Norih
hﬁéi';HﬁIé”i EE?'I"étopﬁeé doing gardeniig full-time in

ﬁugnst because B 5ot.he ‘chance to meke another l.p.

and I vas told tna. a me mone{ wes about three weeks around
the cormer. Honey slways seems tc be zbout three weeks
around the corner in the_kg;{; indnstry

Gardening is a nho:pugﬂly_ﬁ}gmﬁlgqg job end a wonderful
existence_once ones muscles get used to it,but I had to
teize. g chance on furthering my musical career. More

on-that-later. = Seoadag iy 2 g

Lest year I hzé a trailer madé for ay biecycle, Well I dont't
11ke cars znd I couldait afford one even if I' did so

1t sae_ad l1i¥e a good ides., AS well as carrying my gerden tools
it's usafui for collecting scrap wex in, scrap waxy

There's a village ten miles away. In this village are
twe_posh cocuntry rastaurants hhn lixa tna *est oI this
wzsieful socisty throw out lots of useful itnings. In this
case they have ooxes of half dburnt cendles,...pexrfectly good
but they dontt losk good.on the itable so these restaurznts
throw pounds and pounds away. . —

what I éo is-to-go to the resteursnts buy the wax vexry chesply
then cycle it home in the trailer, I can usuelly get azbout
fifty or sixty poundés in the trailer, It's & bastard comiug
home with a full losd if itis pouring with rein or very
windy,. So what do I do with the waxtf Jimple, I melt it

down ané mske it into half pound medieval type column
cendles-unich i then sell to a 3istro in the nearby town.

If I ﬁc this every =o ofien it's wortn azbout another ten
gquid per w??k io me. fhis mezns I'm mgking about £35 per weex
end [ give about haif of tnis to A. for the moaey i cost

to feed etc etec, I ofteu wonder whether pecple tuink I'a
erezy cycling eround with my bicycle trealler full of weax

or tools....glESeEs but it's now I live. I cenit

sign ou myself beczuse-I'm nowelesS...seswell 1 could sign

on but it would mezn going four miles iuto wown dailyt

to collect tne g3 60 or whatever it is thet 1'm entitled

L



to 2s 2 vegrent . gx= Qh zud of ccurse I'd have to give
tues my dzily resssurauce tnat i wes looking for work.

atts really uot worin the bike iyre rubber to clzim £3,60
1Y bicycle needs a new ityre scon sé I'll have to forgo

a2 couple of the bottles .f cider which T get for a treet
sozetioes. liaybe I should start hoaebrewing soon...I used to

be good at it once. '

: ]
I've got en l.p. out in Germany which hzs sold szbout five thousand

copies but I haven't been paid for it, Itve got znother 1,3,

&ue out scod end a single out.now. I éai'faﬁ mail froa ]
Germany aad jmerica as well as bere and megazines znd D, J.s

write to ze, I've been on radio snd television znd I know

pop stzrs but I've got no place to live,znd no money spert

from thest which‘I meke from my gerdening and recycling candle
wax.I could go out and busk in town but it can.be dengerous

ltra & rough town and you cen get shzken down or attacked

or just moved on.
If I got some money to live on it would probedly be in <he

foxrm of 2 publishing advence froa a nusic publisher,

wWhat is publishing and what does a publisher d0% 1o...ziter years
of being invelved in music I don'i exactly %now eiiher and

I den'i think enyone I know does dbut I saw a picture of a -
publisher recently in e glossy music biz guide end he looked

like this.... He had a beard, he was wearing clothes in the v
style of ihet Cowboy Chic which I normsily zssocizte with
Californien urvanites of the seventies :znd he was holding

up a wine glass snd grinning.

Everything thet is supposed io hazpen in the music industry

seems 1o hepren three monthas later....0rf lONEET..ss0Ts.s..08VET,
The reople in the music industry spreer not to understznd the
siagzle everydey problecs of those outside ,...0r naybe they
understiend only tmwell which is why zeorle will snswer phones
cleen ioilets or jump out of czkes for 2z chcrd coazeny-tnything
rather tZzn go beck to reslity, when I tell the
what I have to do 1o live...I'n sure they dont'i

people I know,
telieve =me,
When I wzs working nmore I used to always have a couple of
hundrei pounds steshed., I cezlled it my "bust znd eviction®
mnﬂéy. It meant I could slweys siend oy own bail or put up my
helf of the deposit for rented sceomodation, It wes handy if

A. busied her speciacles or one of the kids needed new shoes
and she éiént4 nave the money. #
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She will never tzke money off me because she knows I hzve
sometimes less thzn her-but-I-used-te fimminvlendn it to her
then one dey say...."forget it",-It was the only way I could
get her- to-teke-it,-rike last-autumn- I-got-about :l,'ifty guid
from-en enmarchist tape—distrihutor in-Germzny who'd sold

somwe my taEpes =0 I geve her forty bécause ‘she néeded it osdly. :

Welve-goi- ducks snd-chickens, a-wild-rabbit-end-a few-cats- et
¥ost-of-them were- strzya— who-— E0t- (‘.umped- on us- end- who-Bow---

live-with-us+ X donlt— know how we-nmzmge-to feed them all—

Duck—mzsh s sbout ES—OOThaa and’ :ta"sta about @ month.— T
I:‘Eﬂ’é’"d‘f the vats gets 111 &End has to, g'o to tHe vet welve got
a-collection of-pebnies~in"a-big-bottle-we call-the-"vet bottlen
‘Itt's-neerly-alvays-emapty-because one-or other of the creatures— —
'alwiylr:ieads—ao:ething—iloina‘ or-otheryIf-something — -
went sericusly wrong '-'itﬁ' a cat-znd we couldntt afforzd— -

the fées T EuesS It w6014 HEVE to bE the cHoreformpEd if ve

couldn"t E_e't"c'fe' it - might nave 16 get ihe Pouliry adopted

soon L if we donlt Eet a plece. I donii Think the owneTrs wife
15 £0o happy zbout ithem since she came back here to lives

Itd niss the a\:cks a, 1ot bl.t tqey prohaaly ».oul nlt niss ae.

-I can't a.fi‘ord suitg: st*‘ings .=t ..h ;..::nent and the guitar I

write stmss hit'; is borrowed an‘r\'ay. Ilva gat no p‘ece to

demo new songs ead my zecozding geer (whai there is of it)
is_pecked_away in_boxes, I don't know if I _can_afford to be in the
music business, I.took a2 chence lsst sutumn T hed my

winter money s.ashed end t -hou,ht" ..'n well lets hope-. =

prinﬁ now and 11: di:n't...I‘:\ in t:ou'b‘e.__ y .
The current project is _to try_ snd ssve up en,ough money to
pay. the’ hekt Fhone bill-otherwise they wont even be zble to
ring ms.'up-and. tell.me-there's no.money. Looking at it even
herahly,.ssI'n & good tunesmith,...good-&t my irade, The
music biz is ihe only Wwey I'd ever be able-to-buy -a house,
Iven if I was 2 full-tihe"'gar&sner ggeixr-1'd only meke zbout
£75 a week...I'd have to save scme of that sgainst the winter
months...80 114 be beiter off living 'in the woods then paying
some alternative capitalist _:[‘o':t';,r guid for a room.

Guod job itrs neurly “the end of the w-f:i-i';'ef becsuse we've run
cut of loss...it's -3crap woad tn:ough till ‘I:he \-‘a:m weather
DOW......When people agk me "Zows the music going?!r

1 donif know what to sey really,.... %



to &5 2 vegrant . ox= Oh and of course I'd have 10 gzive
tuem @my deily resssurszuce tnat | was locking for work.

+%'s really not worin ihe bike iyre rubber to clzin £3.60
1y bicycle needs 2 new iyre scon sé I'll have to forgo

a2 couple of the bottles .f cider which T get for a treast
sometizes. laybe I should start honebrewing soon...I used to
be good at it once.

I've got en 1l,p. out in Germany which has sold about five thousznd
copias but I haven't been paid for it., I've got another 1.p.

dua out soon znd a single out now. I gei faﬁ mzil fron

Cermzny snd smerica as well azs Here znd megzzines znd D.d.s

write to ze, I've been on raéio and television eznd I know

pop sters but I've got no rlace to live,snd no money apert

from thet whichll mzke from my gerdening znd recycling canéle
wax.I could go out &nd busk in town dut it can.be dangerous

lt's & rough town and you can get shzken éown or attacked

or just moved on. )

If I got soze money io live on it would probesbly be in ihe

form of a publishing advénce from a2 music publisher,

what is publishing and what does a rublisher do? Ho...after yezrs
of being invelved in music I don'i execily know eiiher anid

I don'it think enyone I know does but I saw a picture of a %
publisher recently in e glossy music biz guide and he looked

like this.... He had a2 beard, he was wearing clothes in the i
style of thet Cowboy Chic which I nozmeilly essocizte with
Californisn urbanites of the seventies snd he was holding

up a wine glass and grinning.

Everything thet is susprosed ito hacpen in the zmusic industry
seems t2 hzppen three nmonths later....or longer....0T.....nDever,
The reople in the music industry aspreer not to understznd the
sinyle everydsy problexms of those outside ....0r mzybve they
understend only toowell which is why zeople will enswer phones
cleen toilets or jump out of czkes for a :eco“d comzeny-Ltnything
rather tkzzn go bazck to reglity, when I tell the pecrple T 5naw’

whet I have to do to live...I'a sure they don't believe =ne,

when I wes working more I used to always have a couple of
hundred pounds steshed., I celled it my "bust end eviciionv
moJay. It meant I could 2lways siend ay own bzili oxr put up my
half of the deposit for rented accomodation, It was hendy if

. busted her spectacles or one of the kids neeced new shoes
gnd =he éidni+t have the money.
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doesn't help. As for after work drinking.....It just doesn't occur,

I know it's not essential but it really is great to be able to go an

have a couple of beers after yocu've finished a tough day in the
studio, There's a constant feeling that life 1s slightly sub-xta
standard down there, The cthere day I was bitching about 1%,

I said"0ut of the esentials like Tea, Milk, Sugar and Bogroll

we always seem to be out of one., Okay we've got tea and milk

s0 I can put beogroll in the tea if I wvant. Tomorrow we'll have
sugar tea and milk but we'll be out of bogrell., It's gonna be
imposeible txdng to use sugar ete etec bboaos.."

The bteg stinks o! stale urine sosetines, I would clean it but

out of principle I don't think I should....maybe I would if it got
really bad. It shouldn't be like thia, We nust be idiota to put
up with it and yet.....There is a closeness amongst =2ll of usx
kndy and Pete aren't any better off than us at time like this

and put up with the same shit that we do, The same discemfort

the same lack of sleep,ncney and luxury. Ard we tend to share

what we do get. You can bte cross with them for allowing the
situation to occur,but you can't be annoyed with thea too

much becaunsze to a large extent they go through it too., There's
also a feeling ol all working towards the same goal., We're all
orphans of the same normality. Cut o.f from nornsal scciety and
hating or fearing the drabness that lurks outside our world,
We're all taking the risk that soze oZX this nadmess is going

to pay off and that we'll get enough n7omey tocontinue living
cuteddxex of wmnd anity for a while longer,

BEven so I rebel against anything really pointless and seybe I

just rebel and gquestion anything everythingxkezrzmzx we're still
4 ealing in a capitalist industry here, I have a aed urge to

bite the smooth pink hand which feeds me because I know that

that game hand has never done axdz¥fs a day's straight 4oil

or given a scrap fro: it's table out of genuine love or conpassion
o, alwayas with a notive....and never a2s nuch as it could have give
I don't trust this industry and I think it pollutes and ecorrupts
people. It's still going to take all ny self restraint toxzmizx
stay in it end not blow everything for uyself in one impetuous
morent, I know I could just walk out the ninute anything upset me,
At night ,Giles, Chris the engineer and sy=elf take the tube to
Andy's flat in Notting Hill Gate again,...although I'+ not sure
vhat I': deing tonight. I might sleep in the studio, V.0.A. have
problems with their video., Chris is knackered, Giles is knackered

I'm knackered and there's no money.



Wednesddy 13th January 1988

Same scene 24 hours later. After two days of playing Rickenbacker
I've been singing and playing an acoustic guitar for most

of today. I wust say that the l.p. is going to be better for

all the:e finishing touches and amendments but I'm bloody tired

I woke up with a fearsome headache this morning and I only had a
couple of beers last night, No justice.

I'm still feeling a bit disoriantated and a little bit melancholie, )
I rang Annabel tonight,which made me feel a bit better, I've

gol to send her some money tomorrow cos she's run out off firewood
and probably needs sone coal. After a day in the studio I don't
have much energy or inspiration to write,.

Sunday night 17th January 1988

Giles arrived on Thursday and the re-mixing of the 1.p. began

in earnest., I've had no time to write. Tyis is what happens in

the studiém. Great blocks of hours go kmyby. Some hours are

fraught with anxiety,some laden with horedoﬂ, and some a genuinely
inspiredbut whatever it is ,the studio seems to fdemand nearly

all my time and sne}gy,leaving me no time for anything else,

We work all day,from about 11 in the morning. We finish about 5

at night and then we go back to Andy's confortable btut rather

bare flat and finally go to bed at about 3 a,m, after eating. '
In the studio you fo into a kind o, timeless zone, Being underground
in 2 wind'owless place with no xmwclocks doesn't help, You may

for instance find yoursel{ going upstatrs to get some bread or

milk and find to your asténishment that it's got 4 ark, You might
find yours@df standing in the West-end at rush hour in the dark

when you though it was sometime after lunch.

The atmosphere at the moment is frantic., Andy and Pete are preparing
to take their wares to the MIDEM music fair in Cannes and both

The Cleaners from Venus and Voice of America are in a mad rush

to fidskh our repective products so that deals can be done,

An added complication is that this week,because o/ an unpaid debt

to the company...there's absolutely no cash around. This means

that Giles and I and Nigel and Dave have no money for expenses

apart forwm what we have ourselves...which sometimes isa't very much.
Sometimes we run out of Tea,Coffee,Toilet Roll ptSugar. Thisxzmezmax
leads to a situation whereby we're constantly grubbing around for

pennies to gel up enough money for Lhese essentials. In an
lkﬁgifkgigxuhlch ia alrcady uncomfatable and tengeik it really
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the beat gencration and me

ell then”| she said, "we heed another Sop
*or sean fhe meter will ran out on you and me"
this is how we spent the winter
in her room - the beat generation and me

for nearly free.

and then she s3id she hadn't werked for oh - & time
sometimes she thought that le judged this 2s a crime
Yonce | nearly died ., .* she .E.-lt:]fped)

we sat there, the beat generation and me

for nearly free.

the bealgeneration jthe beat generation
the beat generation and me.

¥I'd like togo away but don't suppose | will”,
she said, "the money isn't there since | was ill”
bet we found some things fo do

to do for free - the beat generation and me
for nearly free.

*well then®, she said, " we need another Sop*
“or soon the meter will run out on you and me*
this is how we spent the winfer

in her reom - the bealgeneration and me
for nearly free.

the beat generation | the beat generation
the beat gencration and me.

Thetc Sorrs Lhbk /cram/e/‘m 2
n:,;:/ e//frmarm i /f/:na‘//rf*/f’o"z

7_‘(("’( s [ 04/ g votCe 2 u.r74/‘\

enl o w M[fﬁég/ THhe Yaromears
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April fool (1987)

iceberg and unicorn

he iceberg and unicern
man the end of the party all over the world
beils are not ringing for me and my &irl
1 know it's over
1 know il's over
the jceberg and unicorn
they have closed every tunmel of love in the land
young casavova stavds head in his hands
. he know it's over
he know it's over

and words whispered out of wedlock’s door
"if's the young oves | feel for. . . .

"we had our fun when we were free”

"he was faithiful - but was she 7"

and the ic.cberg awnd uvicorn

row reside v a ploce where the bomb used fo shay
send out Hheir grectings and hope fhat you'll s34
1 know i's over”



major mandy

2)or wiandy - found the woney came in handy

for buuing her favourite clothes

he said they were for his wil{e

m?'or wiandy - people s3id he was 3 dandy
but he led 2 double Jife

he hung areund in wine bars
beaujolais and new commission
but When he wewt out shoppi
no-ovie gu&sscd his stravge position

major wisndy ~ hhe was really christened andy
but you know the way it goes

and what are you laughing for?

wajor wisndy - people Said he was 3 dandy
he was #are v case of war

he bt up telephone shares
3wdb\:ulr§ch wgq doP ou think he voted?
he was 2 wiodel sddier

ot Hhae 111Pc 1o be dewoted

wiajor wiandy drank 34air amount of brand
and went 03-} {or 3 drive O{ 1
wii}a sade Gi]n stereo

wijor wandy's wife wes very very avgr
wh'j; the police b{rough’r 'v:ime me cléﬂn:s

€ an

. |

<



Mind how you 8o (1987)

cardboard town

nder arches under-ground
cheap-jack lovers lane
down and out in cardboard fown
listen 1o ihe rain
sister soup-line, brother bread
distant as the slars
light me fo my paper bed
brigh'r as burning cars

wake me up when it's over

shake me gently and say

"il's okay it's okay it's okay. . ."

walk me down 1o the river

tell me home wasn't built inaday
inaday in aday

and it's enly . . . only cardboard town
lonely...... this is cardboard town

house of straw and hsuse of stone
house of brick or Sranite
welfare worker from your home.
welcome 1o my planet

others | am not the worst

trek from fewn fo city

driven by a simple thirst

buried in your pi‘!ul,
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Brotherhood of lizards (1982)

5 Paget Road Wivenhoe Essex
CC79DE Englaid

Eallo Joachinm,

Znclosed is a very good guality master cassette
for the new Brotherhood of Lizards cassette which I'm very
pleased with. Enclosed 2lso is some artwork, TheBlack and White
is for you to meke an ezsier copy and the orangeycolour is
the colour of the covers in England if you can do that in
Germeny. I think it's going to be quite a populartape
I knew you'd want it 23 soon as I could get it to you
so I hope you like it and that some people will have a happier
Christmas because of it.

When you've made a good copy of the tape can youpost the mamter
cassette back to me beczuse next it must go to txxxxxxin fact
I have a better idea to save time..e..
1) When you have finished with it send it to
Jen Rune Bruun, Heiryggen 2 N8614 , Ytteren, Norway.
send it with the =zriwvoxrk

2) Tell him when he's finished with it to send it to
Hesnenane

L1l of this es scon as possible beczuse I may neéd to mak,
some copies myself, You think I'm crazy sending my best
master out?? Well I've got a spare that's nearly as 8°B§

but I want everyone ito have good copies, Oh and give that
very nice Lord Litter a free cory beczuse I mustbwe hinm

loads of tapes. .

Some good n:ws is that Captain Sensible is definitely lendiging
me hig tascem 8 track home studio (The Studio 8), It's

in L,ndon waiting for me to pick it up....unfottunately

like most old hippies I have only a bicycle and don't know
many people with cars so I heve to organise that,...

As soon as it's done Nel-sun and I will start onthe next
Brotherhood stuff . Exciting fsa't £t1...I'ye hemrd about
Kentucky Fried Hoyaliy too....can you get me in the catalogue

Gotta g0 DOW sevssss

Write back soon-alll the bestest

T T,



THE CLEANERS FROM VENUS - Town and Country (RCA)

Martin Newell 1st zur Zelt wohl einer der englischsten Songuwrlter iiber-
haupt, er geht unbelrrt selnen leg zwischen so groBen Vorbildern wie Syd
Jarrett, dem verrlickten Girtner, und Ray Davies, dem genialen Working
Class-Chronisten (der Vallstdndigkeit halber seil noch auf den musikali-
schen EinfluB von XTC, den Deatles und - neuerdings - Style Council hinge-
wiesen),

Die neuve LP 188t sich in elne Country (nicht CBW)- und elne Town-Seite un-
terteilen. Auf der ersten wimnelt es von verfallenen Hdusern, gehelmnis-
vollen winkeln, wo das Gras hither wichst als anderswo, elnem blauen Schuwan
und dem Nordwind im Mirz - pure Dorfromantik also.

Ule zwelte Seite behandelt das Stadtleben, es geht im wesentlichen um
Elendsquartiere, Michtegern-Popstars und das Trinken. Zu diesem Thema ist
auch Martins Partner Giles Smith, der bel den Cleaners eine Mlschung aus
Mick Talbot und Colin Moulding darstellt, mit 'The Last Club in the World!
eln Melisterstiick gelungen.

£s wdre leicht, Martin Newells Gedankenwelt anachronistisch zu nennen
(wahrscheinlich wiire das nicht einmal falsch), aber in Verbindung mit den
phantastischen Melodien, Glles Smiths Keyboards und der luxurlbsen Produk-
tlon entsteht hier elne ganz elgenwillige Art von folklordstischem Pop,
der in dieser Qualitdt seit 'Autumn Almanac' und 'Village Green' nicht
mehT zu hiiren war.

(Abgeschickt am 27. Mal 88, unveriiffentlicht, mbglicherwelse deswegen,
well die Kritik mit melnem Cleaners-Artikel in SPEX 7/88 kollidiert ist.)

von Armin Miiller



Brotherhood of lizards (i9s3)

5 Paget Road Wivenhoe Essex
COT9DE Engledd

Ezllo Joachinm,

EZnclosed is a very good quality master cassette
for the new Brotherhood of Lizards cassette which I'm very
pleased with. Enclosed zlso is some artwork. TheBlack and White
is for you to meke an easier copy and the orangeycolour is
the colour of the covers in EZngland if you ecan do that in
Germany. I think it's going to be guite 2 populartape
I knew you'd want it as soon as I could get it to you
80 I hope you like it and that scme reople will have a happier
Christmas because of it.

When you've made a2 good copy of the tape can youpost the makter
cassetie back to me beczuse next it must go to txxxxxxin fact
I have i better idea to save timesse.e
1) When you have finished with it send it to
Jen Rune Bruun, Heiryggen 2 N8614 , Ytteren, Norway.
send i4 with the artwork

2) Tell him when he's finished with it to send it to
Heésesense

411 of this es soon as possible because I may neéd to mak,
some copies myself, You think I'm crazy sending my best
master out?? Well I've got a spere that's nearly as 5°3§

but I went everyone to have good copies, Oh and give that
very nice Lord Litter a free copy beczuse I mustbwe hinm

loads e{ tapes, X

Some good n:ws is that Captain Sensible is definitely lendRing
me his tascem 8 irack home studio (The Studio 8)., It's

in Lanéon walting for me to pick it Upsss.unfottunztely

like most old hippies I have only a bieycle and don't know
many people with cars so I heve to organise that,...

As soon as it's done Nel-sun and I will start onthe next
Brotherhood stuff . EZxciting isn't 1€?...I've heard #&about
¥entueky Fried Hoyalty tco....can you get me in the catalogue
Gotta 0 NOW sevserns

Write back soon-alll the bestest

T



5 Paget Rosd Wivenhoe
CO7%DT Esserxr u.k.

Eallo Joachim,
Nice to hear from you again. It hasn't been

such a tough wintbkr this year., I've done quite a lot of gerdening
work and had a little bit of money. By March usuglly I'm getting
short of money before the music royalties come in and before

the gardening work begins, I'm still not rich but thanks

to the greenhouse Effect I haven't had any sericus problenms

this winter-aspart from worrying abbut whether therewill still

be a planet to live on scon.

So generally my morale is gquite good, my health is gquite good

and most important of 211 The Brotherhood are working steadily
but slowly on our first l.p.

We're doing it on. the eight-tresck machine in my room. We've

got four songs so far and are working on another two. Captain
Sensible has a new record label(indie) of his own znd we will
release the l.p., on that label when we finish it% I hope the

lp. will be ocut by next szutumn. Of course there will be more
d.i.ge. stuff even if I have to change the name again}

I'm very excited sbout the new music,...it's typical English ;
pop with a good home-produced feel,..but it's much better

guality than the four-track stuff.

I'n keeping the new musiec a secret until we finishifit but whenever
we do finish it you'll be one of the first to hearit.

I got a telephone call from Mirko Whitfield a few weeks ago

Ee seid thet he knew a record label that wes interested in

the Brotherhood siuff, Just a small Berlin indie label,

He sszid he'd send me some info but he must have forgotten or
something,

I'm still supposed to be signed to R.C.A. for one more l.p.

but if I give them the Erotherhood of Lizerds l.p. they have

to give me £15p00 by law. Whatever happens it's not a problem.
The mastertzpe I sent you went 211 round Burope ihen to

Hew York and Cleveland in America then back to me, I just thought
you'd like to knew that the xwridsyexworld's postal services

are more reliable than the world's music industries.

I bope everything is well with you,...Don't worry...everything gets
better after Merch usually....

All tke bestest

¥artin
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Gavin N1ght|nqa|e highlights what's happening, and
what matters to young people

..iS writing for the famous

MARTIN Newell is also
well-known as a song-
writer lo the stars.

For he's been working as
Captain Sensihle’s Iyric wiiter
and the luits of their eflons
will be available on an album
coming oul soon,

The record has taken thice
years to complete. It leatuies

uest appearances by count-
ess stars ranging from 10CC
man Grahem Gouvldman 1o
Eddy Grant

Remember Captain Sen-
sible’s briel appearance at the
May Fair? Well, that was cour-
tesy of Martin who was the
evenl’s compere,

Martin recalls the day he
started working with the Cap-
tain, " That first day when |
went down o the siodio to
starl writing, | arrived on my
bicycle hall-an howue after (‘ra
hem Gouldman had lefy in a
helicopter ™

But Captain Sensible jsn’t

the only one to appreciate
Manin's £0Ng- wnlmg lalenis.
Hiz old band The Damned nre
considering using one of Mar-
1in's songs — 50 are tha re-
tormed Monkeas!

i l\'s quile ;_mqu wriling to
order,” he says. ” And | dont
mind artigis radically alter 9
my tunes to make them i
their siyle sn long as the re.
sulls are honest

“lean't stand ghasily synth
washes "

Caplain Sensible — uses
Martin's lyrics



5 Pzget foadwivenhoe
Yssex CO79uT
September 18h 1989

Bey Joachim,

what's happening mazezzezzazan? It's zutunmn
2gein and time for aetivity, I jJust thought 1'd let
¥ou know that the Srotherhood have an l,p. ou¥ soon
on Captain Sensible's 1ittle indie label called Deltic xecords
the 1,p. i3 called Lizardland and should bde out very earkty
October.
We're doing a'green'tour of southern England in October on
ouxr bicycles carrying zcoustie instruments with us to
promote the l.p. we're going to busk and play = few gligs
2nd invede rzdio stations, should be fun,
I hoye your fortunes have improved out there znéthat
Lord Litter and everyone are okay. Let me know what's
going on., Ls for me...zs usual lots of energy,little bit
of nmcney znd =z slight hangover. v '
+ell gny cleaners /Lizaxd listeners that we'lve got an 1,p.
out and that it's safe to buy it this time. '
It was 211 done at honme, “e designed our own sleeve and
the record cover is recycled paper, ithe vinylis recycled
+e+eevVen the songs are recycled from the sixties. Thexe's
oaly one keybozrd on the whole l,p. =nd thet's ap gxizzxpizno.
I%‘a 100 per cent acceptable this time 1 pPromize, 'he
first 1l.p. L ever did with no rroblens. ,...yet, Now gll
L have to éo is get paid for 1ts
Did you know thzt there zre bootleg copies of under wartine
Conditicns(C,D. 1) being sold in smerica? Thei 2lfved zellex
never fucking peid me = peany. . hzve to lezugh now but
when I had no money st 211 it wasnit so fanny,

Eope youire ckay

2ll the best

(7%‘79‘-7



Tuesday 10th October 1989

Keptthinking about the B&B we stayed in
last night. First thing you see in an aver-
age B&B is a sign in the hallway saying
"'%’hank you for not smoking”. Half ex-
pected to see a sign in the bedroom saying
“Thank you for not wanking”.

Friday 13th October 1989

Milton bastard Keynes. Makes Colchester
look like Florence. All roads built on ley
lines apparently. Staggering really. Press
didn't turn up. Whilebusking opposite The
Point (and what is the point?) saw some
poor sod busted by three policemen and
four security guards. Shoplifter I think.
Must have been well-heeled. He was get-
ting a taxi when they lifted him. Spent the
night at a farmhouse somewhere outside
M.K. Nice people but Sun readers.

Sunday 22nd October 1989
Back on the bikes and staying at Captain’s
in Brighton. Cycled over 500 miles now.
Anotherradio interview then gig. Peoplein
Brighton dress so hip they should turn the
wholeplace intoarest home for the Chroni-
cally Fab. As the Captain seems to know
every landlord in Brighton, we were able to
have a substantially late drink after the
ig. We insisted Sensible joined us on his
E}ﬁ(e. As we cycled home that night some-
body threw a fire extinguisher out of a car
at us and shouted "Bloody hippies”. Per-
haps it was because] wassinging very loud
in an alien voice. Phoned home after and
was warned not to knacker my adrenal
system by taking too many glucose tablets.
Didn't even know | had an adrenal system.
Nelson's knee now a bit better. An interest-
ing encounter with a Jocal journalist. After
we had explained to him why we were
doing an ecologically sound tour on bikes
he said, “But wouldn't it have been easier
to do it in & car?”

Thursday 261th Oclober 1989

Over to fortress Wapping for an interview
with the News Of The World. Wonder what
they'll print. Dread to think. “Sex Change
Cyclists Slay Clergyman in Alsatian Love
Triangle” Yeah probably.

Bucketfull Of Brains
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Top hat and tales .

. Nelson (le) and Martin Newell, Lizards with no Ume to Jounge

PHOTOGHANM: GRARAL TURNER

Greens never soft-peda! on pop

Some bands express their ecological concern with
their voices; Brotherhood of Lizards do it with their
feet, cycling o all their gigs. Pete May reports

Sting to go 2l green and

say save the rain forests

end then tour with three
Juggernauts Ml of gear. | won.
der if they run on unleaded
petrol?” asks Nelson (he has no
surname), halfl of the Essex
based duo Brotherhood of
Lizards.

Thé band are entitied to be
critical, since they toured the
South of England recently cn a
pair of pushbikes, covering 619
envirenmentally sound mijes
during their 21-day tour. Their
only equipment was an acous-
tic guitar and mandolin, car-
ried on speciaily adapled ruck.
sack frames, a pair of praciice
amps snd a drum machine car-
ried In their panniers. Lika
wandering medjeval minstrels
they weuld buck in every town
they passed thiough and then
play evening gigs using the ven-
ues’ own PA systems, “All rock
gigs should have 3 gmd PA; the
idea is bands will travel (o
work with nothing more than a
briefease,” says Martin Newell,
the Lizards’ main songwriter.

There were no after-gig
thrashes or groupies for these

‘After we'd fin-

‘ I T'S ALL very well for

rockers, °
ed playing I'd have a bar of
8 chacalate and Nelson would
- .

rub a bettle of Deep Heat into

his knee, or if he was really
feeling relaxed he'd take off his
elastic bandage,"” he explains.

During the tour they were
pursued by an Anglian TV crew
for six miles, unsuccessfull
seeking evidence that some-
where between gigs they =e-
cretly sneaked on o the train,
The idea has been so successful
that they naw plan o tour the
West Counlry .=nd the North of
England by bike. "People really
Rre more f‘ir'nrll:, "rf‘t‘ 1 vol're
on a hike,” says Martin. "If
they see a bunch of hairy
vobhos getling out of a {ransit
van then it's ‘oh my God, it'sa
rock band.’ The world would be
a better place if evervone
cycled.”

With his patched {rousers,
haggy shirt, waistcoat, tweed
jacket (replaced by top hal and
{ails for migs) and hnn'mr'd hair,
Martin Newell might look like
he's attempting to hecome the
Percy Thrower of hijs genora-
fion, ot theve js a |»ramﬁl
reasan for his clothing. *f sup-
pose 1 am a bit of an eccentric. |
do wear tweed jackels but
theyre also good clothes for
gardening, I'm like this weird
crossover between a young
fogey 2nd a rock and roller.”

Gardening is “at least as im-
periant as music” to Newel]

and when not playing music he
is the "wild gardener” for a
l"rr;.!p of Bssex Univ
{urers in his native W
known locaily as Sociclogy-
Sea due Lo iis high academic
population. When his last band,
the Cleaners From Venus, sold
10,000 copies of their aibu
Germany he quit their tour in
favour of his beloved parden-
ing. “to gel my head together™
afler his songwriting dried up.

The Lizavds' green creden-
tHals are further enhanced by
the fact that neither Martin nor
Nelsen has ever had a driving
ticence. They are both ng
eyclists and vegetarians, and
tize siceve of their alhum,
Lizardland, recorded on Cap-
tain Sensible’s Dollic label. is
made from recveled papor.

The athum cost just £23 (o
produce and most of that went
on train fares for Nelson when
it was raining and coloured
pens to design the sleeve. Their
name ilzell was thought up
afer a liberal session In their
local pub, but Martin thinks
that lizards "are good animale
preen and somehow eccult, Qur
name is also quite like the
Brotherhood of Man . . "

Musicaliy, their 1ibll"1 is an
exguisile, eccentric slice of B0s
nustalgia inspired by whal Mar.
fin describes as his “"English
electric foik heroes,” The Move,
Small Faces, Who, Beatles and
Kinks. But they are more than
Just revivalists: classic harmo.
nies are accompanied by a Iyri-
cal concern for “how the under-

class survive in (his farished
age.” Dandelion M aran!:l(‘lh
the stery of a Fatklands soldier
who eracked ander five, was
bullied and then joined the
péace vonvay al Stonchenge,
while Clockwork Train man-
ages to combine personal atien-
ation with the closure of rail-
way siations and must be the
orly pop seng in history lo
mention the Deeching reporl.
Newell has also co-wrillen
the lyrics for Caplain Sensible,
another rock eccentrie, on his
album Revolutinn New, which
resulted in a clash of rock life-
sivles. “Graham Gouldman [ex-
1oce] hadd just heen recerding at
the Caplzin's siudin. He joft in
his hedicopter inst before 1 ar-

rived on my bike,"




It's 10am on the second morning of the Brother-
hood of Lizards’ British tour - & time when most
other rock stars would be peeling back the satin
sheets in their luxury penthouse suite, stumbling
over last night’s champagne bottles, and prepar-
ing to board their luxury tour-bus for the next
mega-stadium.

The Brotherhood of Lizards, though, are not
like any other rock stars. Their morning began at
82m. They peeled back the winceyette sheets on
their twin beds at the £]13-a-night Coventry Guest
House in Lowestoft, administered & few thumps 10
the ancient bedside 1ea-maker (which lit up like the
Close Encounters spaceship, but stll refused to
heat up any water), then bounded down the stairs
10 scrutinise their tattered map of Suffolk.

These breakfast-lime map-reading sessions are
the most important part of the day for the Lizards
because no sleek nigh-powered 1our-bus is wait-
ing on their beck and call. Instead, for reasons of
economy, ecology and plain old job satisfaction,
Martin Newell and Peter Nelson do their rock
tours on pushbikes.

The Lizards conducted their first rock tour on
bikes last October - 2 619-mile round-trip which
took them from their homes in Colchester and
Wivenhoe respectively, down to Bristol and Bath,
then back home via Southampion, Bristol and
London. A mixture of busking, live sessions play-
ing on Jocal radio, and straightforward pub and
club gigs, they did it 10 promote their first LP -
Lizardland - recorded for just £50 (‘including felt-
1ips 1o do the cover’) but its the actual cwcling
which overshadows all else. Where bigger rock
bands might swap lurid tales of groupies they have
known, Martin and Nel exchange fond remi-
niscences of the landlady who gave Nel an elasti-
cated bandage for his strained knee in Cambnidge.

*What we're trving 10 do with these tours is
show that there's an aliernative way 10 promote
vour music,’ explains Martin - who describes
himself as an ‘eco-hippy’, and once quit the music
business completely for four vears to concentrate
on being a gardener. "You just don’t need an arti-
culated lorry and 35 roadies.’

It’s an exhausting ahiernative, though - as I'm
finding out as 1 trail the Lizards along the B11]
on the 45-mile ride from Bury St Edmunds 10
Norwich: the first stage of a 250-mile 1our which
will eventually 1ake us round 1o lpswich and
finally Colchester.

'ﬁ"

»
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MER S FROM VENMYS— |3

CLEA

These recordingawexe mede in a bedroonm

oo an 8 track machine,

Everything wriiieu and played by the
% Psychedelic Cardencr.

1f you've got no money-copy it.



NOZO (bBZFY MUSIC) for s wacnic

t's no go the acid house
it's o go stone roses
all we want is 3 hooded shirt
and ah ecstac psol.:lv.osis
3 day retumm fo ywanchester
3 pair o? purple kickers
hever wmind the records
+ the {-shirts and +he shickers
Johnhy vormnal ot 2 job
3 wor{gage 2nd 3 wioter
claimed his dad was dylan
and he came from winnesota
conned 2 generation
of swiling hippic fossers
who shaved their beards and trimmed heir hair
but fsiled fo cut their losses

it's 110 go for live aid
it's o Zo the wagons
all we want is c'mu[s{-als
and our duvgeons and ous dragons
darten darrein wayne and shane

lie kev awvd iason
beat 3 blind wian half to desth
with his own alsation
it's vo & your arisul films
it's no our passion
all we wavit is 2 shopping wall
and some pissy high s{srcd fashion
it's o go kinmochio awd goodwight rovwie
s0 kiss goodbye with 3 lullabye
and 2 sirawberny-{lavoured johvmu[
it's ho 8o humili
and no go our wation
what we've gt is 2 yuppie farm
with super-ahnuation . .
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5 Paget Rd,

Wivenhoe Essex
COTRT
July Bth 1950

Hallo Joachim, %

Thanks for zExixthe money a few weeks back.
I've hed quite a tough time the past couple of months,
I spent the last year working really hard with the
Brotherhood of Lizards. We got a lot of publicity,television
newspaper articles etc but in the end I wasn't happy
with the cutcome,
I found myself sitting down one day and wondering why
I wasn't happy like the old days when I used to make cassettes
and brew beer and go for walks in the country,
Helson my partner joined New HModel Army. They're guite
well-known and supposed te be a politieal sort of a band,
Well they travel in cars,eat meat, meke their demos in
24 track studios gnd are signed to E,M.I. so I guess
they must be really radiczl,

Enclosed is a new Cleaners from Venus cassetie,

Trat's right....a Cleasners from Venus cassette, Ithink it's
more or lesa safe enough to go back to what I weas doing

in the first place now...don't you? It's a mastercassette
and there's a black and white cover, As you willhear

it1s the real thing and I think pecple will likeit,

If you.went to sell coples of it~ I don't know xhow many
tapea you still sell but start right now, If youdon't..,
pess it on to angther d.i.y. person when you'vVe made

your mxmown ¢op¥. L don't have a let of monmey atthe moment
but every week or so I'm going to make ixxxone or two

new mester dassettes and send them to pecple until

I run out of people, You were the first, Spread the word.
The Clekiners sre back-if anybedy's interested. There's a

nevw Cleanee or two as well,sevess

Write and leix me know how you are and what youthink,

all the vexy best
A S

S Lod Lt Vay — 4N

martin

L /fy:,}tjfz T Tf?ck? hf?hQGT,



. Sarsh septic lives in france

and drives 3 lamborghini
Saves her whales with wetaphors
and claims that she's 2 Greenie

old wiacdowald had 3 {arm

then he had avother

fhen he had avother and avother
and aviother

it's o go Hhe hospﬂal

it's vo go education

3ll we want is 3 line of whizz

on piccadillx.s’ra‘}inh

it's vio go tachini

it's no & lacoste

but try o fell e cissy southern bastids
tat they've lost

it's no g0 the poll-tax

Vo rsoish-a’r?:h

all e want is 2 summons

3nd a year or two probation

Jimi hendrix in the lounge

wico in the kitchen

brian jones the rolling stone
comingdown aud ite 1'"5

there sce Virgjnid

face dom in %c%'ive:{

write yourself 3 getwellsoon

and send it 1o your liver

it's vio go my 2ngel breath

it's o 2o wiy dogstar

all theywant is &40 quid 1o see some dodgy fockstar
they'll package up rcblllfon

like'a pot of clotfed cream

then they'll sell it back of wice the price
and wullify the dream

3vd all Yyour friends aind lovers

3nd places that uou knew

You'll wonder what became of them

and what became of you

it's ho go my ooy rose-it's o go toworrow
all we are are fivy blips

in 3 databank called sorrow



a mahfor ourtime

oesn't it please your heart to kow
he used 1o 8o where the wild 1hings grow
and he's younger than the youngest rolling stone
avd doesin't if please your heart fo see
he got a post with Hhe winistry
he's 3 groove as far as politicians go

avd he was shinding at 3 periy

i 1968

wearing beads and waving 3 joss-stick
while wurturivg dreawms of ruanivg the state

ou kvow
bhe was 3 wian for our time
here's ove in every crowd
if it was allowed
ou'd drown Hem you
and he was a3 wren for our tiwe
he vever spared 3 diwme
for you or your kind
when he had wiade it

doeswit it Hrill you %o ohserve
he wiakes the change 25 the fashions swerve
€os 3 mouldy iwage wizims the swmooth machine
oh be stll iy fhﬁeriwg heart

there on the stege in the leading part

is 3 wn 'who caut tell life fow wargarive

and vow he's shakivg hands af chari’u{ cowncerds
with pop stars with vo braivis

while the rest of us are throwing our wioney
driving the buses and digging the drains

kviow e was 3 wian for our time

if;'ss oheE v every crowd

if it was allowed

you'd drown themw Young

?,,Nd he was acdmau for cur time i
€ viever spared 3 dime for or your Kiw

when he ﬁad wiade i{-tb T



the: jangling man

hey're breaki lass and burning buildings
imtjll-hs earl "Eﬁ%me sun 8 "8
the powers-that-be will blame extremists
and way well be one
and old wat h{ler's Shost is swilling

25 approving he looks on

they haven't really been 1nis avgry sice 33|

2id | am just 3 puglivg wan
been in -Ha"l cold }):oi?g
awd | live with  raggedg-aum

we viever had 3ny wione
is it rsallq 50 w'rovzg?

the velvet glove the iron rod aud 3 bridle for Your fougue
e tanks which frundle through the square

whewn the old have killed the Young

the wind seewms all the colder viow

in the early sumwer sum

e old wan sees the wall cowe down

awd lhe reaches for his 8un

aud | am just 3 javigliug wiaw been in the cold too long
avd | live“with 3" eggedd-aun we never had By Wiovey
is it really so wrong just fo dream
grinsawll:< of -ang feeld ot
0 wake one day and find tha € QoviE
aud will we d’aice f i
davice 'ml the graveside
so glad 508'lad so glad taat you are govie

s0 3l you kids in cardboacd cih1

I hope you're braving fuv

and all you Voters e‘.vsniw{nsre

will remember what you've dove

and wevider diwily Harough the past

of the englond it You Knew

these disposessed aud howeless children
they all bclowg to you

they all belong toypu (repeat chorus)



mine-Sweeping memory lane

ce woolworths with wooden floors
on 3 saturday believe it oh yes
sweet swiell of the pick'n wix
and Your i3t-.\cide:ss- i n-srcewow:raﬂs
there painted in red on white
like three and six our love was oh yeah
electrical counter dazzling opposite your lovelishi'

Wivie-Sweepin, wiEwory lavie

I'wa always minc—smeping wiemory lave
the sawme old ships going down 3gain

but I'm still Wive-SWeeping: wiewory lane

watch horrified polo-necked

35 white-lipsticked she emerges lunchtime
and meets with aun older boy

who knows wuch wiore thaw you do

vow downed like 3 chestuut leaf

on 2 paving sleb wid-rainstorw 25 you
sigh itfo your black rose tale-scent shirt
You -Hnoushl- would sewd her

wilne- Sweeping wemory laue

I'w 2lways MInE-SWEEPING WiEwiory lavie
the same old ships going dowm again
and I'ma shill wivie-sweeping mewory lane

somie Psrmwem{' saturda

is 3 versiow of you standing shielded

s0 beautifully huris so you

such 3 dying-swan uwbrella

love stories in stately hums

written on forgolien raincoals, you sigh
then wander éo\ma iv the rain

with Your chelsea boots osmozins



a streef called prospect

he's drifting by the place where she pawned her rings
steppivig out'the way of the skaleboard kings

toworrow could be sweet and she's living om 3 street
called prospect

ag-‘rl wizly iwms

and the beatbox buwms Hhey work in relay teams

like 3 blackswith customisin voisy bo<15 dreams

and the old wen +ap their fce§

cos 'Hnet.i're 'Iiving ov 2 street called prospsc-l-

and there's 3 browwstone church

with 3 cracked bell rivging

where the boys learmn boxivz aud Hae girls learw sivgivg
where the good take the dgh and the fallen join the game
before they burh out so briefly like an insect in 3 {lame

the love ranger bu%s 3 drink for old st. Johm

he says it's sowme Tiwe since the Cavalry's gove
Hhen his wice bezins to crack ;
cos We's vever coming back 1o Prospec’r. . - 3d vothiing's going on
and then the sumlight splinters ivia cloud of dust '
cos it's the devil's faur ow the will's gone bust
and you don't &ive up your seat

when the bus goes down 2 street eslled prospect

and reason's vever sweet and awbition isw't choos
whew politevess is 2 blade aud assertion is 2 vai
+the poor 5&4 gy and the rich wrake hau{

avd your vouth is ke 3 do(S-ro.sﬁ

ouiul blossowns for 2 dau;

they sy Haey're 2oing wiving v the parking lot
i’:'sb]dowi 1o Mjc-la and to w?éerals F 8

but J;lae.ul wou't say wiat

Hren +het1're Sakey ov their feet

when they get back on 3 street called prospect
like burn-ouis on parade

50 love me wow snd leave we cos I'm 8oivg away
I only et = ticket for 3 very short st

and sbould we ever weet well it's best ot on

3 sireet called prospect,



"Poems”

Satecrashing oyster park

ex abrasive and the sand paper cowboys
are practising in the dark
the word's SZF round
upin boudicca town 3
that theu're playing in ouster par
theu're plaq?ng iil)‘l c:{x.I:Er Paf "
) imagine
now wouldn't that bea spark?
and 600 rebots from the revolution
are hoping 1o make their mark

theu're gatecrashi ster park
wt{'rcgiccrashi:a oﬁs-kr |:‘|>:;rk
and 600 robots from the revolution
3re hopl'wg 1o wiake their wark

the sons and daughlers of the rEcewHu[ wealthy
are taking some Fiwme off school

with 3 baﬁhce of payments

looking wonder{ulls.i healthy

if you go by a sliding rule
50 fex grasive and 'éae samfpaper Cowbo:.{s
are plaviving on another 8ig

ond 600 robots from the revolution

are hoping fo wiake the lig

theu're gatecrashing ouster park
Ha(.:{‘re g:iecrashing :Liersr gark
and 600 robots from the revolution
are hoping to wake {heir wrrk

dov't furn around bus driver

dow't fum around

¢os 600 robots drivking our champaﬁwc
is 3 fairly depressing sound

(repeat chorus)



crash fandlord

anuary was e hardest

warxist students buming 'Iishis
never wanted o be lawdlord

vot for any feudal rights

would you risk it for a virus ?
ot wlil $he &et the vaccine
have 3 biscuit - call wme cyrus
hear that squeak? the cal's relaxing

Sowe of wy best {riends were fevants
filled the place with swioke and laughter
vow it's like 2 bowbed-out ballroom
rusty glitterball and raflers

1|'§q€ is like 3 bowl of sugar
which has been left out oo lovig
| cawv't seem fo et Wy Spoow in
am 'ISE‘H’EWS 50wn€+'niv|g wrovng ?

sweep the shirs and fix the cisterm
do relpairs and take the rent
single bedsit - claimants welcowme
suif a ladq or agcw}

Hhere's vio room for uv»der.s*anding
even for 3 view wigssiah

if he came to your salvation

you would push him i the fire

had 3 wife who wouldw't tarry
very fond of heavy rock

ran off with a lead gul{atisi'
left we like aw undarned sock

whew | die | hope the ravens
beat the faxwian o vy soul
ke wy darts and Wit this ¥|'ro
best of three collects Wy dole



| hank marvin

havk marvin
we 3l did
with cricket bats
ivs front of 3 wairror
ivn our bedrooms
after school
| havk warvivved
u.rfi. 'ra‘rh.i
w‘ er nea:ll ca WiE
w WETE uou, clor
nothin m:;tom VIS
cricket bat still warm
| Yiank wiatvinmed
uvsshawmedl
on fhe bed sonelimes
shndi
: kneww ¢ davice sl;ps
th Id row out of it
ﬁ mam f
'Dui the o‘]her dau‘
rflnen she a'.;as out
la apache
ov Inlz rgdio 2
aund | hank warvinined
v the living room
| straightevéd e place out
afterwdrds
but somehow she fouvd out
I'd beewn seem
you havk warvinued ?

she wiade wie burn i-hc cricket bat

awi se€ 3 ps chiatrist

+o 2 spa:lll &roup viow
once 3 week
-Fhal ive us all cricket bats
aind Black{ramed sFechcles
and we \nve fodo it
'hav%‘x hiarvm T
in front of ever
it's a-lhrjlc b
half a dozen wien
in their late thirties
cricked bats in hands
spec{'ac[cs ol
doing 1he dawce steps
8rmwm5 \m'aw€|t1
Shadows
of our forwrer selves




the funeral of a young man

akes colne white colne

3s | cycle howe 3gain
past the dhappel visduct

ov\h{ wiewiories will rewain
wahes colne white colne

earls colne awd colne €ngaine

3t the church- st peter's halstead

a1r.Ie oil own trouser le

humns were hardly made to measure

service strictly off-the-

3lways worse whe it's a doung wizw

wheezed av older wownn's voice

Yes | *houﬁ"n’t -2 clcr.kc.vai swet;ff
our wioney take uour choice

gzlpulforcvcr iwa-?hs r:\l:?u d

at the eastern edss town

foxic yew 1rees- raised umbrellas

Eha'li.sh weather - pour ing down

hed been chcland I'd been porter
fon'l of cricket kind 4o we

sJ;range the things Hnl You tewember
liked 2 song by kiki dee

working iv 3 marrow kifchen

deafened the radio

shouted jokes and wiuddled orders
table five-away vou go

different blokes ou different wages
wiakes wie sorry viow | think

e was br:“vPims up 2 family

| was spending” wine on drink

earls colne and colne engaine
rainwashed green in ear Y summer

hed beem ill - | 501' a phone call
now I'm cycling in the rain
wakes colve white colvie
earls colne and colne engaive
had {0 borrow shirt and jache{'
he'd be laughing like 3 drain
wakes colne white colne
earls colve and colve engpive

nineteen wiles {rowr hiowe 1o halstead
vineteen wiles then back again

had the notion that exertion

wight stave off potential pain

cowming howme | passed 3 postman
and we spoke as cyclists will

asked wie was | iv 3 hurry?

ouly to be living still
pas’: the chappel viaduct

onlui WIEWIOTIES (BV TEWIRIW
wakes coline white colvie
earls colue and colne engaine



abottle of youth

ad a bottle of youth | carried about
] shook it up till #he cork cawe out
I took 2 Swig - it fasted sweet

I spilled 2 bit in wardour street

it trickled down to leicester Square ringo starr
and left 2 pool of wewwries {here

ivigo starr rivigo starr

hed 2 botfle of youth nodding dog v bealles car
just laid on we dingle drummer- ludwig kit

it seemed fo blur wiortality kep¥ the beat 3vd seng 3 bit
clear and good it bore wiy iame

and all wiy friends got one the same riygo shorr ringo starr

it cured fear and banished doubt to let hiw near guiter

W never Saw it runnivg out wraster of the tow-fom roll

verrowly escaped dhe dole
Ind 2 botile of youth

govie Walfway down rivigo starr ringo slarr
and drunk ow it | owned the town cl:ﬁdhg cmrlaclls-{our each bar
| kview the world aund it knew wie {eenage wiewories cow:iw@ back
and wo claahse due et | could see ch vo- it's the rivgo trad
| wrote Hhat 1iff | banged the drum
| viever heard fhose s Tangers cowe rivgo starr ringo sharr
befter fhn dave clark by far
&t 2 botile of youth vever seewed Yo be as gear
with sowe left still ownce he had his owv career
|l owly fake it ig‘ I'wa di“ i yre
nd Sivce riewds have o grouwnd rivgo starr rivgo sberr
) viever hzw-}o pass it rouéodm 8 d:dg-llqc dmmsgou drive wiy car -
S0 wiser vow | watch aud think took 2 glavamy secound w'.'{e - L

2s all these siravgers waste their drink. ™% having Wad 2 bard daq's Ii{e

Y i

IR T
Kat o,
e




thorpe market

€ bric-a-brac and S'audul tack
of any geweration
are sold for penmies wot for pouvds
3t thorpe-le-soken station
and kept in circulation

the portrait of king edward swings
iv creaking celebration

3nd peels by the public house

at Hhorpe-le-soken station

in which they serve libation

then plant and flower auctions

v rusting iron S

are filled with essex faces

on westhered durnip heads

from clacton or from foosy

with their end-of-winter colds
who bid at thorpe- le- soken

{?fr a box oidmr' i:lds ,
at one pou i ? eighty-{ive?
nine %oo Ilqea‘.;?? 1 sads (1(
{hey stick at ome vineh
and%soc[ the audt'&:::cr 1
Who glainces over hnlf-moon specs
with keen and practised €ye

at hardul 2vinua| Rardeners

who won't be hoist so h{sh

and paperbacks laid up in stacks
defyivg your concentration

are ?ouhd on trestles ten-a-pound
at thorpe-le-soken station

Sowme still iw pubh‘r.aﬁoh

e prices paid for literature

imwiuvie here fo inflation

where barbara cartland lies with joyce
ot Haorpe- le-soken station

for Your imagination

but despite dhe alpriI sunshive
fhere's an cas-}eru| which wields

) r.u'H-ins edae to chill you

from the thorpe-le-sokem fields

and there beneath the conker 4ree
ivi guiet resignation ¢
the Hraders 6-}ur-n their collars up

3t thorpe-le-soken station

and curse their oc.c.uP'a-lion

the waltings by the rai lyard
the legend says it plain
wreke Wislf for double diawond
owll read it from the rain
you can swell it in the warket
you can taste it in the rain
and it lingers jn Your wosirils
till qou're neariq home 3gain

Haen warkel wowrens' wartime eyes
are closed v covicemirstion

to okly hkin&s in the pub

b“l thorpe- le-sokewn station

) {ricl.u.I operation

and | wiay have 3 drink or two
of devil's embrocation

| like {0 watch the traivs & by
at thorpe-le- sokew statiow

and wiss wiy destination,
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miss |, holden

B uppos)
P~ | wiarried Hacgiri
p, i1 the bui\dihg socidu!
o wiss . holden
S |y .. . | leter found out
with her cfc. hair
3ind her strong lani
towsrds morwlit b
with her grey sug
and her ruffy blouse
vot too high heels.
supposing | just woke u
an&Pfowg v{ejaqself marrFi,ed fo her?
how would we et on?
could | bring wyself 1o like,
her liovel richie cassetles?
her jackie colling books 7
her daily wiil feminism ?
hee- mrs=thatcher-wiay- be
3-omplete- psychopath
bui- she-says- what- she- thivks-views?
how would | cope with

ing 1o florida
2?’ Eo weeks thba%ivg?
what would | do
while dymasly was on tv.?
what sbout sex?
| expect Id have to
take 3 shower first
Bnd ultimetely
there wmight be babky
hen Id ée forced
fo 2o 1o the christening
and talk with the wowen
about job prospcds
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with the nEn
about cars and footbsll
the answer mighl- be
3 compuder course
then while lywn was ot home
vursing litle lionel
| could be on +the 6.15
from colchester o liverpool street
i my burtow raivicoat
and hepworth suit.
&oing to work in ccmpu{ers
sowmewhere i londown
and dreamin
doiviz the square lawmn
g{{ our iarra{?qhomc
with 2 f!u'wao .....
on suwndays
there would be a lunchtine pivt
or drivimg ivi the car
fo her muw's.
| would sensibl
ot be uwnder- imsured
wiske sure of $he best buys
o to the freezer centre
ke up d.j.u.
be advewiturous in E:i
by geHing sowe ks
01.:1 ée sulé‘cc+. ;
3y lunn little compliments
an;1u+ er bair P
still Zive her valentive cards
&res 'D[S ovES
with 3 giaut shiny rayon heart
and 3 pre- written WIESSage .
build s shelf
for baby things
while she read” her catalogue
yes | think perbaps



| could be ciu.ilrc. convincing
for 3 while
but what would happem
if | cracked ?
supposing she came howe ovie'da
and found me completely vaked
i the Zarden
except for » niapoleon hat ?
being whesled round e garden
on 3 swall 4roll
pulled by two shee
and shouling with lw&h’tér
or what would hiappen
if | turved the spate bedroow
into the fewple of ra

ivifed sqmga!s ow the walls
E:lmed incense
avd took stron \natludwo&ew‘es
chanted wiantras late on -Haursda-.i nights
and Wiad spiritual experiences ?
lhow would she cope
with mo'.ajt"nlbl sufi weekends
or rcbir’rlains
iv our livin§ mom: b
su ing T lent the garden sh
to ";P‘ﬁsemi-viai wameée lesbian
who needed to {ivish her viovel ?
would lyvn wind ?
| Hhivk she would
her parents
wir and wirs holdew
wiost certainly would
they would be owto Hheir solicitor
like 2 shot.

finding out what could be dove.

lice awd psychiatrists w'tgh{ Comie,
Yy would bj tear{ul
but deterwivied vow

I'd lose wy job

the two sheep and wyself

the french-vistmamese lesbian novelist
we'd 3ll be howgless. ’
and even though

| never waarried wiss |. holdew

from Hae bui ldimgfasocidq

| cant forgive berfor Haat.




gary reckons

[ ary reckons two-be-four

i h 1o do he job
but when you come o ang the door
fnl's specialist

63!‘(1 reckons

ny reckons whiat we wneed
Is soft and sharp and sowe cement
Hhen vot 400 wet- to wiake a screed
and keep it level

8&\"-1 reckovis

reckovs rownn
and priceless +oo{'w‘as ;N t it was
e guvvor kept it quic aw&ln
v cagsus ‘I\nebl Sigpp&? us
&Yy reckons

&ar reckons +!.au1 could wiske
us stop . . . the archaeologists
€0s covenmqeup 2 whole wosaic
Hnt's sace

&ery reckons

reckows {hot old bo{jiw
mims round the other day
seid it was 2 rown coffiv
in the skip
&Y reckons

Earq reckons it's 2 slawe

covicrete OVET rowiaw ear

but there you are - we're vot to blame
it's time and wioviey

Zary reckows

afour

wo soldiers wives
ood friday shoppin
I§adihg up ;{‘iaxi !;.Eb 8
outside tescos ’tal‘xih%
wiy husband
has dovie wo
tours of vorthern ircland
ove of them said
3 curious choice of word
a tour
was it like
3 coachload of boisterous Youg wich ?
lrrappui with hold-alls
waving out of windows
siil-..I Wats and suvglasses
Siv-§in5 on couvtry “roads
past beautiful lakes
avd sleepy farmbiouses?
or was it like
2 rockbawnd dour 7
condows under coach seats
ham&-over.s
broken Sui%ar s’m‘hgs
awnd bits of silver paper
what did +he wown wican
by four ?



the wild man of p o p
€gs akimbo here he comes
IXINZ OTZIviS Smas dm\M.S
mmiﬂﬂﬁ bals and ca§ ass
showing off his spotty arse
the wild wian of pop

breal«.mg wd slashing hands
rakmg chest willh shattered stonds
mzking filws sbout himself
&oing out with &irls of twelve

the wild wian of pop

crash.wg in his private plane
hoovenwg up the world's cocaivie
havm fights v scuzzy bars
sdhw f.re. to new guiters

e w%d wian of pop:

sensitive ? it breaks his hesrt
when his chainisaw doesw't start
wioney isn't any buﬂgr

for the way hie has to suffer

we're just norwial - viot like 'Imwr
couldn't kvow the pain he's in
shagging drinkin laying the oo
has§§c.061 -it's b%spoﬂ S )
the wild wism of p o

—— 7 ~\




_Hith yous I got a lot of inspiration to write poems
Iand 1t doesn't come, very often, I've got enough for a

'alreadr got two rejections...but they read one out

5 raget ROad -—--
wivenhou Essex CO79DT
October 6th 1990

."l

Hallo Joachim,
I'm Verﬁ aorir I haven't been in touch

book nov. I'vu been mniling it off to publishers, I've

an:nayional radio last month and I got a poem mentionadd
in a national newspaper last week,

Hﬁney has been ih short supply but never mind. Now wemust
atart thinking about this booklet of the Cleaners lyrhes

and information,

Not all of the lyrics look good on paper. Which lyrics

do you think are most important to send?

Write back soon and I'll start sending stuff to you, Also
has there been eny remction to my new cassette? I must
confess I haven't been doing a lot of music lately...except
for the odd performance round the area here.

I'm going to be doing a lot of performance poetry in the
next few months and I guess when the cold weather comes

and I can't work outside I'1ll probably start recording
again,It's good to have a rest from music and re-charge

my batteries, This year I toock a really bad kicking

from the music industry,., The pain hasn't quite gone yet.

In May I tried to find a manager. I had a lot of good
newspaper c¢lippings and a vided documentary, and I'd been

on television about 6 times in 6 months. I got appointments
with some quite big mangers. In nearly every caae,thayknaw
who I was or they'd seen me in the papers or on television,
Put they all said,..yes we know who you are...we know people
think you're good but we can't or won't help ¥YoU, In one case
the guy was really friendly and then suddenly one day I
couldn't get past his secretary. I began to wonder if I

was being sabotaged....then I thought,..No if I'm getting
that paranoid and if I care that much it's time to admit
defedt and go and do some gardening., But the thought still

renmains.ss..L've made a few enemies over the years, Enogkh

people who would like me to stay in the cold in cas€ ...

‘al- \1‘



+seI got rich enough to employ a good lawyer and c;ﬁe
looking for my old royalties. Plus I'm not quite regpectful
enough to them maybe, 0B the other hand maybe none ofthis
is truex., Maybe I'm just too old/too difficult and nof
polished enough. It waas like I banged at the door,..then kicked
the door...,then péunded it with my fists before I collapsed
exhausted., Then while I was lying there panting...thedoor creaked
open slightly....I got up and went over to it...,.rhem a boxing
glove on the end of a stick knocked me down again, "That'a
what happened earlier this year...and of course Nelson
went off to Join nNew Médal Army. Well some good has come out
of this.I got a good cassette and I've finished my book,
I was digging a drain for an old doctor the other day and
I thought...Captain Sensible is in Ibiza on holiday....and
Giles Smith is interviewing famous pop stars and buying a house
And Nelson is in New Model Army and I'm digging a fucking
drain in the cold wind., And I started laughing. The old
doctor came out and looked at me laughing and he must have
thought I was a bit mad or something...and maybe I ame
Anyway in spite of all this I'm feeling pretty good now with
plenty do do and plenty of wild new ideas and ten cigarettes
and & bottle of cider and two mad young sheepdogs and a pagan
witch to sleep besides.
So send me a létber and tell me what you think and what
you'ire doing out therescsssss -

Yours in the middle ¢f autumn




raget road November the 5%h

Halle Joachim,

Here's a surprise,,.
some song lyrics.....some bits from
my old dbéaries.....some photographs,..
the negatiges from the originel
Cleaners l.p. photographs....(please
send photos and negatives back)....also
some odds and ends....You should be able
to make a start from all this. If there
are any specific song-words which you
s8till want,.,..drop me a line and L['11
send them to you. L hope this lot
makeas you happy and that you have enough
for a booklet,...write back

all the besk 5 Paget Road wivenhoe

magic-mushroom Hessx [COTINT

Y aETn December 3xd 19568

Hallo Joachim,

Here's another surprise, Nearlyx all the lyrics
you_asked for. A few I didn't send for various reasons,

Am Io; mentioning Herr zeller, The best things is to say
nothing...or as the now defunct Mrs, whatcher would say
“Starve him of the oxygen of publicity" If you want a
foreword.,..Yes L'11l do it...but not now, rFirst assemble tle
booklet and then xkmwxsend me a rough copy ofit and L'11
write a foreword nearer to its completion when . know what
shape it will be. rferhaps ciles Smith and sol nlliott might
write a few words if . ask them too.

uol, fell 60 feet off a roof recently after eating 200

magiec mushrooms, He was trying to gei a better look at

the moon and slipped-he wasn't trying to fly or anything.

He was very lucky and only injured his legs.

L'm very very busy....doing gardening.,..and there's a good chance
that L will have a book of rock poetry out next year but it‘a

not certain as usual, L'm also helping out with this Ziggy
Stardust concert and doing gigs and writing SONES 804,444

L hope you appreciate how much of a brain strain it was

trying to rememover old songs f{rom eigkt'years ago,

Write back if you need anything else, 1 may even consider

coming to vermany to do some concerts to promote myself,
Do you think people wouid come to see me?

Write

All the best



5 raget nd.
Wivenhoe
Essex COT79DT
U.K.

Eallo Joachin,

Thanks for sending
the letter and the strange
collection of money, 1've been

very busy the past few months.

I've begun to make a name for
myself as a performance poet
nationally.

A4 nationzl newspaper runs

one of my poems every monthg
and I've been doing a lot

of readings., For June however

I need to do a lot of gardening

I'm really looking forward to
seeing the Cleaners booklet.
3y co-incidence,..a small booklet
of my poetry is also being prepered
for publication this weekend,

Stay in touch. Let me know
vhatever you want me to write

in addition to what you've got.

2ll the best

\>;,ftmj€747ﬂ~_j




5 vaget noad wivenhoe nssex COTIDT

Hallo Joachim,
Thanks for sending me the rough copy. Do you
want it backy I can send it but 1 guecsacd it was for my reference.

L enclose the migsing list of records and tapes, which is now
complete as far as L know. There is some talk of a live

poetry e.p. but it's only talk at the moment, I have a little

book of poems out soon, 1'll send you a copy. It's A5...about

20 pages but very well deaigned.

the poetry is going wvery well at the moment. L recently did

a gig with Dave Utewnré(fr purythmic's and,..¢le ,piritual Cowboys
and L'm doing a poetry spot soon at Ylfe narquee, A lot of

people seem to really like my poetry and L'm getting more

well known than | was as a musician.

snclosed are some very recent photoa taken by a vexry good
young irish-woman called Addeen HMeConville., She took them
in a pub,where she felt . would be more natural,I'm looking
quite old now. it shocks me when i look at earlier photoas.

L guess age comes to all of ua.

Also enclosed are my rhoto comments,which are numbered and
a foreword,which was as honest as L could be, You ghould
maybe grite an introduction yourself oxr get somecne else to

do it for an outside perspective on what yhe Cleaners were,are.

rhe handwriting of the lyrics is very good and seems to
suit them.

As for the live mamburg tape, I didn't even know it existed

until a r;w weeks ago., Lt sounds a bit rough to me-although

it was a good gige

vhanks for the dollars...they were quite useful when . had

no cash.

et me know il there'o anything clae you need,
Cheers

Ve

nartin






- prince of the winter

hicf away all the summer
ht the shade of the frees
eft my hide
w]nm september fell down
| was lookinng for lost and golden dreams
large sat the woon on 2 hillside
leaves were all furning fo fire
and | ren arouvd v 3 wind sent to kindle
risower spirit into desire
1 saw the prince of the winter
_);'s{ fur a second or two
€re in € when | looked i the wirror
he was calling fo we

aund ca[limg to You



s 4 2 e G2
R ) B o L !
im frthjahr 1984 hirte ich zum ersten mal cinen CLEANERS-song,
es war "love in vain" von der "midnight cleancrs"-cassette. ich war

fasziniert von der frische und leichtigkeit dieses songs aber auch
davon, mit welch einfachen mitteln solche musik entstehen konnte.
ich schrieb martin spontan cinen bricf und bat ihn um sein o.k.
CLEANERS-cassetten in mein damals noch winziges vertriebspro-
gramm aufnchmen zu dicfen. ich ducfte...

es war in jencn cassettenhochtagen cin leichtes 1 - 200 kopien ci-
ner CLEANERS-cassette zu verkaufen und ich schwirmte h auf
jahre hinaus) bei dem gedanken, martin (und anderen musikern) mit-
tels cines wohlorganisicrten vertricbsnetzes eine lebensgrundlage zu
bicten. es macht mich zuweilen noch heute traurig, daB dies nie bzw
{ nur schr unzuceichend gelang... es machte martin traurig - und wie
1% er sclbst sagte auch bitter - daB er dies ziel auch mit zahlreichen 8
ausfligen in die vinylwelt nicht erreichte. daB er diesen Frust immer §
- wicder bekimpfte und auch Uberwand, bescherte ihm phasen von kre-
ativitiit und spiclfreude, uns eine lange reihe gelungener popsongs...

wic oft habe ich schon martins musikalischen durchbruch vorausge- }

sagt - und nie ist was draus geworden... es lag gewi nicht an mar-

tins fihigkeiten, cher an seinem notorischen miBtrauen der musikin-

dustric gegenliber, noch mehr an seiner weigerung, sich deren cin-

* flussen und ipulationen preiszugeben. und d h werde ich wei- 4

terhin daran glauben, daB cr eines tages von sciner musik leben kann -

-+, s auf indirektem wege soll dieses booklet dazu einen kleinen beitrag

; #- leisten! i
Cuil 3

3

‘¥ ganz herzlich danken michte ich heiko fir seine groBe hilfe ( er

! Ubernahm u.a. die "schtnschrift” der texte sowic die gestaltung

des umschlags und der mittelseite)...

T4 und natlclich “thanx very much" an martin sclbst, sowohl fir dic
zahlreichen briefe mit texten,fotos,zeitungsausschnitten etc. als
{ auch flir seine wunderschine musik... i " .

gy

%

dorfsir.11 3138
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